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What a grand party it was! The Dutch 
Burgher Union of Ceylon celebrated 
100 years on its Founder’s Day, the 
22nd October 2008.

For the special occasion, the grand old 
building was bathed in lights making 
it look truly ethereal, the garden all 
around was festooned with white fairy 
lights, twinkling on all the trees and 
hedges, and the building itself which 
had been given a complete facelift 
in gleaming white, had new black 
canopies over all the windows with 
the words “Dutch Burgher Union – 
Established 1908” in white on them.

Marquees were erected in the garden 
to accommodate the guests and even 
the slight drizzles of rain intermittently 
did nothing to dampen the spirits of 
everyone attending. Sri Lanka’s leading 
jazz musicians played great music 
throughout the night and several 
members and their partners took to 
the dance floor. 

The President, Nigel Austin, who 
chaired the organizing committee, 
spared nothing to ensure that everyone 

present had an evening they would 
remember for a long time, a celebration 
fit for the Centenary of such a great 
old institution. Her Excellency Leoni 
Cuelenaere, the Dutch Ambassador, 
also graced the occasion with her 
husband Scott Russell, and had a great 
time dancing the night away!

A very dramatic and spectacular 
Audio/Visual presentation, created 
by David Colin-Thome, held everyone 
spell bound, as it detailed the history 
of the Union and recorded the names 
of some of the great Burghers who 
made their mark in their various 
fields, such as Engineering, Law, Sport, 
Entertainment, Education, Art, etc. 
I for one was moved to tears with 
emotion and pride at being a part of 
this outstanding community of ours.

Around 300 DBU members and 
spouses attended, all very elegantly 
attired. A special souvenir was printed 
to mark the occasion and was handed 
out to all members, along with a 
complimentary First Day Cover. The 
party ended at 10.30 p.m. but the 
‘after-party’ continued upstairs in the 

popular Members Bar until the wee 
hours of the next day.

On the morning of the same day, a 
ceremony was held in the DBU hall for 
the issue of a special postage stamp 
and First Day Cover to commemorate 
the event. The Hon. Minister of Posts 
and Telecommunications, Mahinda 
Wijesekara, was the Chief Guest, and 
the Dutch Ambassador was the Guest 
of Honour. The Minister was given 
a rousing round of applause for his 
heartfelt speech which also expressed 
regret at the Burghers leaving the 
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country in large numbers, particularly 
in the 1950s. Walking around the 
building, the Hon. Minister also 
expressed his interest in becoming a 
member of the DBU.

The Centenary celebrations will 
continue on till the end of the year, 
with many more events being planned, 
especially with the Christmas season 
once more upon us.

The ladies of St Nikolaas Home were 
treated to a “Family Day” – a party 
to which they could invite family 
members to celebrate the DBU 
Centenary along with them. Games 
and music kept everyone happy.

Celebrating a hundred years, the DBU 
is looking stronger than ever, vibrant 

with activities and a fast growing 
membership. It is imperative that all of 
us do our best to keep it going for the 
next 100 years or more, and for this 
we all need to bring in more members, 
especially the youth of our community, 
who have so much to be proud of being 
a part of this outstanding Union which 
has stood the test of time.

It is heartening to learn that a young 
Burgher, Graham Dirckze along with Kyle 
Joustra (both in Australia), has started 
a Dutch Burgher Union group on the 
very popular social network ‘Facebook’. 
The group now has over 620 members, 
Burghers from all over the world! The 
site features pictures and news from 
the DBU and Burghers worldwide, and is 
creating immense interest in the Union 
among mainly the younger generation 

Excerpts from speech by Hon. Mahinda Wijesekara – Minister of Posts and 
Telecommunications

This is a very special, historic and 
memorable day for all of you Dutch 
Burgher Union Members because you 
are today celebrating “100 Years”.   We 
are gathered here this morning in your 
wonderful Building for the purpose of 
issuing a stamp worth Rs 5 from the 
Philatelic Bureau of Sri Lanka Posts. 

I am unfortunately unable to be here 
beyond the first session as I would have 
liked to have made a longer speech on 

Speeches from the ceremony to issue a revenue stamp and First Day Cover to commemorate the centenary of the 

Dutch Burgher Union of Ceylon

of Burghers most of whom were born 
overseas or moved there. 

This issue of your Bulletin (E-mail 
version) contains several pictures of 
the events described above, along with 
the speeches made by the President 
Nigel Austin and Minister Mahinda 
Wijesekara.

A reminder to those of you who 
have not given the office your email 
addresses – please do, as the e-bulletin 
contains so much more material by way 
of pictures and graphics all in brilliant 
colour. Just call up Etienne and give her 
your details and we will see that you 
get the E-bulletin.

Cheers,
Anne-Marie Kellar

President Nigel Austin addresses the gathering at the ceremony to launch the commemorative stamp

Chief Guest Hon. Mahinda Wijesekara & Guest of Honour H.E. Mrs Leoni 
Cuelenaere, Ambassador of The Netherlands
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Speech by H.E. Mrs Leoni Cuelenaere, Ambassador of The Netherlands

Good morning. Honourable Minister 
Mahinda Wijesekera, Mr Nigel Austin, 
President of the Dutch Burger Union, 
distinguished guests, Members of the 
DBU.

Dear friends, let me start by saying 
that I am delighted to participate on a 
memorable occasion which comes only 
once in a 100 Years. As once in a 100 
years is not that often it will be a “once in 
a lifetime experience” today for all of us!  

As you all know, The Netherlands has a 
long standing relationship with Sri Lanka, 
which stretches back as far as the early 
sixteen hundreds when the first Dutch 
ships that visited Ceylon anchored off 
the port of Batticaloa. 

Throughout the centuries, the 
relationship between our two countries 
has developed into one of cordiality and 
mutual assistance. As in the past, culture 
today is also still highly relevant for both 
our countries. In the recent past cultural 
projects were implemented to enrich 
the cultural and tourist attraction of 
the major heritage sites in the Southern 
region of Sri Lanka.

First allow me to go back in time very 
briefly, as I consider today’s event as an 
opportunity to learn more about the 
Dutch Burgher Union and its members.  
It seems that in the early days of the 
Dutch period the Burgher community 
never exceeded 500 in number and it 
was mainly composed of sailors, clerks, 
tavern-keepers and discharged soldiers. 
Although there aren`t demographic 

a special occasion such as this. However, I am required to be 
in Parliament on an important matter and ask you to please 
excuse me very shortly. 

Even though I am unable to spend much time with you today,  
I have done my duty. Your President Mr. Nigel Austin and Ms. 
Nimalka Morahela who was handling this matter for you, came 
to my residence a few months back and requested the issuing 
of this commemorative stamp and First Day Cover to mark “100 
Years” of the Dutch Burgher Union. 

I immediately decided to issue this stamp. However, there 
were some subsequent obstacles even though I as Minister had 

requested it. When I became aware of this, I immediately went 
to the Ministry and got the Philatelic Bureau, the Post Master 
General and Mr. Nigel Austin together and we decided that we 
must do it because we know that you are our colonial partners, 
with the Dutch having arrived in Sri Lanka a little over 400 years 
earlier.

Being a Lawyer, I studied Roman Dutch law. I live in Matara 
inside the old Dutch Fort. I invite all of you to come to my house 
which is an old Dutch built house which I have renovated. Please 
pardon me for leaving without delivering a proper speech but 
I have done my part and I wish the Dutch Burgher Union all 
success as you celebrate “100 Years”. Thank you very much.

Guests at the ceremony to launch the commemorative stamp
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studies available on the Burgher 
community in Ceylon, during the Dutch 
period it appeared that the growth of the 
community was constant. Nowadays the 
Burghers are a minority group with its 
highest concentration in Colombo, but 
a minority with great historic impact on 
the socio-economic and political life of 
this country.

During the British times the Burghers 
were mainly employed in the Colonial 
administration as clerks and lawyers and 
became a privileged class on the island.  
Under the British it seems that the Dutch 
Burghers also quickly abandoned the 
use of the Dutch language and adopted 
English as their own language. 

It even got worse! And please correct 
me if I am wrong – but I was told that by 
1860, the use of Dutch among the Dutch 
Burghers even disappeared and in 1908, 
only a few could make any pretence to 
having knowledge of the Dutch language! 
Fortunately at present there are still 
many Sinhala words of Dutch origin. 

 
Burgher culture appeared to be a rich 
mixture of east and west. Thanks to a 
small, but steady influx of newcomers 
from Europe who mixed with the 
families which had settled on the island 
for generations, the Burgher community 
was able to retain its open character and 
the heterogeneous cultural traditions.

According to the information I have 
gathered the “Dutch Burgher Union” or 
the “Hollandsche Burgher Vereeniging 
van Ceylon” was established in 1908 
with the objective of promoting the 
moral and social well-being of the Dutch 
Burgher community in Sri Lanka. Its 
founding member, the late Mr. Richard 
Gerald Anthonisz, had at that time 

a vision to bring the Dutch Burghers 
together and make them conscious 
of being an important community in 
Sri Lanka.

By selecting the birthday of late Mr. 
Anthonisz to celebrate this centennial 
anniversary seems to me very 
appropriate, as well as the gratitude 
shown by the present generation of 
the Burgher community by naming it 
“Founder’s Day”.

You have rightly mentioned, in one of the 
documents presented to me earlier, the 
names of Dr. R.L.Spittle and Dr. R.L. Brohier 
as some of the distinguished inhabitants 
of Sri Lanka whose contributions made 
were of great importance.  

 It is heartening to note that as a gathering 
of significant socio-historic importance 
to this country, the Burgher community 
has continued for 100 years to discharge 
their services to its fellow members in 
particular and to Sri Lanka in general.  
Also the DBU has continued to make 
their contributions despite the political 
and social changes that took place during 
the past century. 

As I understood, nowadays the beautiful 
and characteristic building of the DBU 
is also being used for various activities
related to the Dutch Association in 
Sri Lanka as well as the Netherlands 
Embassy. 

I hope that in the future, as it did in 
the past, this building will help to bring 
about more social intercourse among 
the members of the community.

Having said this, Honourable Minister, I 
am pleased to see that your Ministry, the 
DBU and also the Philatelic Bureau are 

giving due recognition to the importance 
of celebrating the jubilee year with a 
jubilee stamp. In many countries it is not 
that easy to get a special commemorative 
stamp and a First Day cover to mark an 
event of national importance. 

I personally believe that the DBU is very 
fortunate to have this rare opportunity 
and at the same time I believe that the 
DBU really deserves to get it. 

As I am aware of the recent developments, 
this is not the first occasion that the 
Ministry of Posts and Communications 
has shown a similar gesture in relation 
to the Dutch and their descendents. 
My embassy records reveal that your 
Ministry issued a special stamp and a 
first day cover in 2002 to mark the 400 
years of relationship and cooperation 
between Sri Lanka and the Netherlands. 
That event was graced by President 
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga 
and the Ambassador of the Netherlands, 
Mrs Susan Blankhart.  

So Honourable Minister, the decision you 
have taken to issue a special stamp and 
a first day cover to mark the Centenary 
Celebrations of the DBU is most 
honourable. 

The event will give exposure to the 
DBU as well, and is therefore a fantastic 
opportunity to draw attention to the 
activities of the Dutch Burgher Union. 
Please allow me to express my thanks to 
the DBU for working so hard to achieve 
their objectives and thank you all once 
again for giving me an opportunity to 
make this address. 

I am looking forward to meeting you all 
again tonight. Thank you!
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President’s Speech

Made at the members evening celebration event to commemorate the centenary of the Dutch Burgher 

Union of Ceylon

Your Excellency Mrs. Leoni Cueleneare, 
Ambassador for the Netherlands, past 
Presidents, Honorary Life members, 
fellow members of the DBU, ladies and 
gentlemen.

On behalf of the General Committee, 
let me extend a very warm welcome to 
you all to this special celebration of our 
centenary.

Reaching 100 years is indeed a landmark; 
one of which our Founder Mr. R G 
Anthonisz and the other pioneers of the 
DBU would indeed be proud.

The weather gods have been kind to us 
and we are here to enjoy an evening 
of fellowship and entertainment. I will, 
therefore, attempt to be brief in terms of 
the formality that must necessarily be a 
part of an event of such significance.

In the past few years, the DBU has seen 
a huge transformation. The DBU is alive 
again! The social activities and club 
nights are greatly looked forward to by 
our members. All this is the result of the 
driving force of one person who made 
that difference. I would ask you all fellow 
members, ladies and gentlemen to join 
with me in acknowledging the huge 
contribution made by our immediate 
past President Kem Martenstyn to take 
the club forward as she so successfully 
did in her 3 ½  years in office.   Kem – can 
we say a big thank you from us all for 
what you have done for the DBU and the 
membership.

At a ceremony this morning we unveiled 
the photograph of Kem Martenstyn, 
immediate Past President from 2005 to 
2008. This photograph has now joined 
the gallery of photographs of all past 

Presidents which hang alongside the 
beautiful teak staircase at the front of 
the building. 

Our congratulations go out also to the 
Entertainment Sub-Committee for their 
enthusiasm and support in working 
along with Kem to infuse new life into the 
DBU. Among others, Anne-Marie, Carol 
Prins and Mervyn Dirckze are absolute 
stalwarts in moving forward the social 
activities which have so successfully 
drawn back our membership into regular 
participation.

All the social activity and camaraderie 
amongst our membership is only 
possible because the DBU is blessed 
with ownership of such a magnificent 
building. Restoration and renovation 
of this wonderful asset is currently on-
going. Much work has already been done 
and in as much as I am certain fellow 
members that you would have observed 
the amazing change that has taken place, 
there are a few people who must specially 
be thanked for their contribution: 

Firstly - Your Excellency, we are indeed 
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grateful to the Netherlands Embassy 
for coming to our assistance with a 
financial contribution towards the cost 
of these renovations. It was this initial 
contribution that helped us to get 
started on our continuing work for the 
renovation of this wonderful building. 
Thank you very much. 

Such an undertaking and attention to 
detail, can only be the result of a labour 
of absolute love and determination to 
bring back some of the former glory to 
this architectural masterpiece. For this, 
fellow members, I must ask you to join 
me in saying a very big thank you to 
both Dallas Martenstyn and Stephen 
LaBrooy. Initially, Stephen started off 
the renovation work in the area of the 
rear downstairs verandah. Thereafter, 
Dallas did a huge amount of work on 
the building during the previous two 
Committee years and indeed revealed 
the marvellous original ceilings that you 
now see. Thank you Dallas for all your 
hard work. Thank you Dallas for also 
enhancing the catering facilities available 
to our members, by your efforts and 
those of the Catering Committee”.

Fortunately, Dallas’ passion for the 
renovation of our building is more 
than shared by Stephen. In the current 
Committee year, Stephen has continued 
this undertaking. Stephen’s daily 
attendance at the DBU in supervising 
this work is probably better than the 
attendance at work of many of the DBU 
staff (no disrespect meant to our great 
staff team)! Stephen – you have done 
a great job in continuing this labour of 
love. To both Dallas and Stephen must 
go our thanks for giving us today the 
opportunity to celebrate our 100 Years 
in our very own special home – the DBU. 

Our DBU building is quite magnificent 
and for those members who have not 
seen the building recently, particularly 
the upstairs, I would strongly recommend 
that you do take a walk around the ‘Grand 
Old Lady’.

To the entire General Committee, go 
my heartfelt thanks for their constant 
support and contribution in keeping the 
wheels of the DBU turning, not just for 
the benefit of our membership but also 
in their respective roles in taking forward 
the many initiatives of the DBU, whether 
it be in terms of Carol Prins ensuring a 

well stocked Bar or Kem, Anthea, Mervyn 
Dirckze, David Martenstyn and others on 
the Committee, for the extensive Welfare 
and Social Work, student support and 
the running of the St. Nickolaas’ Home 
for Elders, undertaken with the support 
of members of  the relevant sub-
committees. Please ladies and gentlemen 
could I ask you to give all members of 
the General Committee and our various 
Sub-Committee Members, a big hand for 
their wonderful work and contribution 
in building and strengthening the Dutch 
Burgher Union for the future. 

Thank you Anne-Marie, our energetic 
Honorary Secretary, for all your support 
to me as President and for your constant 
interest and involvement in the DBU, 
the excellent Bulletin that regularly 
goes out to our membership, both in Sri 
Lanka and overseas as well as your active 
participation in every social event. You 
do a great job.

At this point, I would like to acknowledge
the many friends of the DBU in Australia 
who generously contribute both 
individually and through different 
organisations to the welfare and social 
work as well as the student support 
activities undertaken by the DBU, in 
addition to assisting us with regular 
contributions towards the cost of the 
running of the St. Nikolaas’ Home. The 
many congratulatory messages that 
we have received at this time from so 
many such friends from overseas are 
acknowledged with appreciation. Indeed, 
we also have a message from David 
de Vos from Australia, great grandson 
of our Founder Mr. R G Anthonisz, to 
congratulate the DBU on reaching this 
milestone and wishing the DBU every 
success for another 100 years and longer. 

To Mike Anthonisz, our Honorary 
Treasurer, we must additionally say “thank 
you Mike” for his virtual single handed 
organization of the recent “Exhibition 
and Sale of Paintings”, the sale proceeds 
of which were generously donated by 
our Honorary Life member Christine 
Wilson for the benefit of the St Nikolaas’ 
Home. Where the financial management 
of our affairs are concerned, Timothy 
Speldewinde has always been a tower 
of great strength. Timothy, Mike and I 
very much appreciate your valued and 
solid guidance at all times. A big thank 
you from us all in the Committee for your 
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Mail Room

The President and Committee, Mr.  Nigel 
Austin, Mrs. Kem Martenstyn and others, 
Thank you for inviting me to the 

centenary celebrations, however I 
must decline as much as I would have 
liked to attend due to the obvious 
distance involved from where I live. May 
the Union flourish another 100 years as 
intended by the founding fathers and 
the great people who presided over its 
journey thus far.

The DBU has been  a jewel in the 
communities heritage and an example 
for others to follow so, I urge the 
present generation, the caretakers of 
this bold enterprise, for our common 
good to continue striving hard to keep it 

functioning in very difficult times, as “to 
try and fail is yet to learn, but to fail to try 
is to suffer the loss of what might have 
been.” May God bless all the good people 
connected with the DBU and especially 
those who are able to share in its social 
and welfare programmes.
Have a happy Founder’s Day.
Braebourne Edema
Homebush
Australia

President and members of the 
DBU-Ceylon,
There were many of us who at one stage 

active participation and absolute passion 
for the DBU.

In referring yet again to today’s event I 
can hardly say a big enough thank you 
to my fellow members on the General 
Committee for their constant support 
and contribution in bringing about  this 
very special event. If I may single out one 
person, I know that my fellow Members 
in the General Committee will concur 
with me that David Colin-Thome warrants 
special mention. David has worked 
tirelessly over the past weeks. Nothing 
was ever too much to ask of David and 
I can only say David – I have the highest 
appreciation not just for all the support 
so spontaneously extended to me but for 
your absolute passion and commitment 
to the DBU. David – thank you again for 
all the hard work, the different tasks 

undertaken by you to such perfection 
and which included working with the 
Philatelic Bureau to design the First Day 
Cover and Stamp, the invitations that 
went out to members, the Centenary 
Souvenir amongst a whole host of 
other undertakings, just too numerous 
to mention.

The DBU would not be what it is today 
without our Staff. Please ladies and 
gentlemen join us in saying thank you to 
Mohan, Etienne and the rest of the team 
who keep the show on the road.

There are many others who must be 
thanked, including particularly our 
numerous advertisers in the souvenir and 
our generous donors. Also the musical 
line up providing entertainment for us 
this evening, photographer Wasantha, 

the sound people and everybody else 
who has played a role in bringing this 
event together.

From me and the rest of the General 
Committee – Thank you Nimalka, 
Savithri, Harpo, Dharshini, Jonathan 
and Lalindra for your professionalism 
and  commitment to ensure a job well 
done.

Finally, thank you fellow members of 
the Dutch Burgher Union for being 
present here this evening to celebrate 
our centenary. Thank you again your 
Excellency for so kindly honouring us 
with your presence here this evening 
together with your husband Scott.

Please everybody enjoy the celebration.
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thought that the Union would not survive 
to see its 75th year…today - 100 years! 
Congratulations to all and the Lord’s 
blessings for many more years to come.
Dr. Spittel – great man that he was, did 
not build the St. Nikolas’s home. He 
donated initially 40 percent of the land, 
and subsequently, if my recollection is 
right, a further 20.

The idea of a home for the old folk was 
first brought forward in the late 30s by 
Dr. E.W. Arndt, a committee member 
who immigrated to Australia in 1939. 
The money for the building was collected 
over the year through the time honoured 
Burgher practices – donations, the sale 
of jams, chutneys and sweets and the 
holding of fetes.

The building was constructed under the 
supervision of Mr. W.H. Kenneth de Kretser 
who was Director of Public Works. In 
recent years an additional L wing was built 
in memory of Dilys Ebert Wine which was 
donated by Mr Percy Ebert.
George Arndt 
Melbourne – Australia

Best wishes on your Founders Day today,   
congratulations and keep up the great 
work and traditions.
Maurice & Carol Raymond  
Sydney, Australia 

Congratulations on an excellent job with 
the newsletter. No other club can boast 
of such fabulous presentation.
Best wishes,
Tyrone Howie

Hi Anne-Marie,
I understand 2008 marks 100 years of the 
DBU in Sri Lanka and that in recognition 
of the outstanding contribution of 
Richard Gerald Anthonisz who was 
secretary of the DBU from 1908 to 
1915, and president from 1916 till his 
death in 1930, “Founder’s Day” is being 
celebrated today, 22nd October, the 
birthday of Richard Anthonisz.

To you, and all four hundred members of 
the Dutch Burgher Union of Ceylon in Sri 
Lanka, please accept my best wishes for 
the celebratory events planned to mark 
“Founder’s Day”.
Regards,
Maxwell Gerlach 
Financial Data Services Manager
Australian Associated Press

Dear Anne Marie, 
A few words to say well done for such a 
great job of putting together a wonderful 
event for the 100th Anniversary. Please 
convey my sentiments to the president 
and his committee.
Russell Kerkoven

To all the members of the Dutch Burgher 
Union, 

October is a big month for the DBU, and 
the 22nd of that month is the birthday 
of my great grandfather Richard Gerald 
Anthonisz.

My wife and I had hoped to be in Colombo 
for the centenary celebrations, but that 
is not to be. 
 

We would like to congratulate the DBU 
for surviving these past 100 years, and 
we hope  you continue for another 
hundred at least – during which time 
we will surely come back to Colombo to 
admire the completed restorations.
 
Enjoy the party. We wish we could be 
there.
David de Vos, Perth

Dear Nigel,
I wish to express my sincere sentiments 
to you, your committee, and the entire 
staff, on the very professional and cordial 
arrangements made for the centenary 
celebrations held under your able 
leadership which was a great success 
beyond compare. 
            
Your committee no doubt worked 
shoulder to shoulder to make the 
celebrations most memorable to all the 
members who participated and enjoyed 
the evening to their hearts content. 
May your vision and mission in making 
the DBU to continue with the spirit 
of camaraderie amongst all members 
continue in the future.

May I wish you, your committee, and all 
at the DBU, Good Health, Wealth and 
Happiness to you and your families. 
Best Regards,
Sincerely Yours,
Rosemary Emersley                  

Burgher Food Fair

As part of its Centenary celebrations, 
the DBU held a “Sale of Burgher Food” 
at the DBU Hall on Sunday, 12th October. 
The sale commenced at 10am but 
there were people queuing up outside 
the gates even before that! On sale 
were typical Burgher delicacies, some 
of which are hard to come by these 
days, such as Bolo Fiadho, Foguetti, 
Breudhers, Love Cake, Jaggery Cake, 
Milk Toffee, Coconut Milk Fudge, 
Beef and Fish Patties, Iced Coffee, 
Home Made Ginger Beer, Lamprais, 
and a variety of chutneys and pickles 
along with Roast beef and mustard 

Sandwiches and Asparagus and Cheese 
sandwiches etc. Large crowds descended 
upon us no sooner the gates opened, 
and everything was sold out in next to 
no time, so much so that several people 
who turned up were disappointed and 
kept requesting that we have another 
one soon! The traditional DBU Christmas 
Fair will once again feature all the above 
delicacies, giving everyone another 
chance to sample our famous Burgher 
Food.

Christmas Sale
Tables will be available on a first come 
first served basis to those who wish 
to book a table to sell items at our 
Traditional Christmas Sale. Make your 
bookings with the DBU office from 
the 15th November. Items accepted 
for sale are Christmas décor, food, 
new garments, accessories, etc. The 
Entertainment Committee reserves 
the right to select the items being put 
up for sale. There will be a charge of 
Rs 1,500 per table for non-members 
and Rs 1,000 for members. This will 
help offset the costs of advertising and 
other overheads.
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A sneak peek into our centenary christmas programme!
The Entertainment Committee is busy 
planning out an exciting Christmas 
season for you! Look out for the following 
and mark these dates in your Christmas 
Calendar:

7th December – Traditional Christmas Sale 
(Burgher food, Christmas décor, clothes, 
accessories etc.)

21st December – “The Sunday before 
Christmas”- a magical night of carols with 
a professional choir and string orchestra 
in attendance. Out on the lovely DBU 
lawn, under the stars! There will be Food 
stalls selling a variety of food. 

Watch out for the details in the next 
Bulletin.

Also in the pipeline is a Friday night 
evening of jazz and Christmas Cheer to 
go with it, as well as a New Year’s Eve 
party like the great one we had last year. 
These are still on the ‘drawing board’ 
and you will have details in December’s 
bulletin.

Ms Tania Arnolda, Mrs Fiona Emersley Chandiram, Mrs Pamela de Silva, Mrs Dawn 
De Kretser Ms Pamela Ferdinand, Ms Nayantara Fonseka, Ms Kem Martenstyn, Mrs 
Fleur Mack, Ms Averil Nathanielsz, Ms Joan Maeve Perera, Mrs M. Speldewinde, 
Mrs S.B.D. Seneratne, Mrs Amanda Louise Tanghe, Miss Caryll Vandort and Messrs. 
Ralph Armstrong, Adriansz Astor, Prema Felix Abeyesundere, Joseph Radley de Crusz, 
Christopher Dias, Maurice Foenander, David Grenier, Lyndon Hannibal, Randolph 
Hingert, Emil Kronemberg, Edward Mack, Brandon Morris, Previn Moonesinghe, 
J.H.N. Prins, Keith Raymond, Trevor Reckerman, Udesh Ratnagopal, Shiran Rajakaruna,  
Charles Singarayar, Rajan Sellamuttu, Noel Selvanayagam, Rodney Vandergert, 
Jonathan Williams, David Van Eyck and Dr Michael Emil Joachim.

Birthday Greetings 

This is your last chance to make use of the fantastic opportunity to bring in all young 
Burghers as Members of the Union, for the next two months. Until 31st December, 
young Burghers under the age of 30 will be entitled to enroll as members of the 
DBU without having to pay the Admission Fee! Tell everyone you know, and don’t 
forget to grab an application/s for your own family members who are in this age 
group. You owe it to your Union, to help it grow and sustain itself in the years to 
come with new young blood to take over the reins in the next hundred years!

New Members
Messrs. Glen Muller 

Andrew Speldewinde 

Delvin Pereira 

Trevor Rajaratnam 

Howard Daniels

and Arthur Ellis Kellar

Youth Membership

Entertainment at the Upstairs Bar/Lounge

PLEASE NOTE THE BAR TIMES HAVE BEEN EXTENDED 
to 12 mid-night on the above nights!

19th November  – Dharshika
27th November  – Kismet 
  3rd December  – Dharshika

9pm to 1am

Important Announcement
Please note that the original members   entrance to the upstairs bar 

area has been refurbished and we encourage all members and their 

guests to use this entrance. The path to the entrance (on the CBA 

side of the building) has also been paved for convenient access.

10th December  – Kismet
17th December  – Dharshika
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Commemorative Stamp and First Day Cover

Unveiling of portrait of past President Mrs Kem Martenstyn 

Recognition of Staff 

100th Anniversary Members Celebration

100th Anniversary Celebration at St. Nikolaas' Home

Photographs from the Centenary celebrations will soon be viewable on the DBU News & Events Blog

http://dutchburgherunion.org/dbublog/

