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HOLLAND —-AMERICA.
(4 Rewiew, )

This well-written and well-iljustrated work by Mr. J. F.
T.. de Balbian Verster, Fellow of the Historical Society of
Holland, was recently published by DBernard Houthakker,
Amsterdam. If deals with matters that are of the highest
interest to students of Dutch history and is therefore com-
mended to all readers of the Journal.

~The Dutch took an early share in the explorvation of
North America and participated in the eod and the fur trade
with the Eoglish and the French. The great dream of the
) Dutc@na\;igators wasg the discovery of the North-East pass-
age to India, which would enable them to trade in spices
“without crossing the hostile waters of their foes, the Spaniards
and the Portuguese. A prize of 25,000 guilders awaited the
fortunate discoverer.

We all have heard of Henry Hudson, the intrepid English
gailor, whose name is immortalised in the map of North
America hy means of Hudson Bay, Hudson Strait and Hudson
River. But probably very few are aware that Henry Hudson
sarved under the Diractors of the Dutch Wast India Company
and that Hudson River and the country that was to be a
New Netherland were discovered during that service,
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The author continues the interesting narrative as fol-
lows :—" The contract entered into between the Directors and
Hudson state that the destination of the vessel was to be the
north and thence round the northern side of the island of

Nova Zembla; and the instructions expressly prohibited '

. Hudson from attempting any other route, and in case of
failure in the direction laid down, directed him to return.to
Holland. One additional provision was stipulated, that if the

task could not he accomplished af that time, a different route -

would be the subject of consideration for another vovage,
Hudson had to make a faithful report of his voyage to the
Directors, and to deliver over his journals, log books and
charts, For this voyage the Directors undertock to pay to

Hudson the sum of 800 guilders (320 doliars) as well as -

furnishing his outfit and supporting his wife and children.”

The small vessel placed by the Directors at Hudson’s
disposal was named " de Halve Maen ' (the Half Moon), a
name as surely deserving of a place in history as “ The May-

flower,”” Hudson left Amsterdam in this vessel on the 4th of -

April, 1608, with a crew of 20, half of whom were Dutch and
half English, : ‘

This small body of adventurers made most important dis-
coveries and laid the foundations of the United New Nether-

land Company, whose territories lay between New France
and Virginia. '

Hudson suffered the fate of many another explorer in the -

inhospitable Aretic lands. He re-entered the service of the
English and sailed in the * Discovery” on his last voyage to
the North in the spring of 1610. Here troubles overtook him
and abandoned by his mutinous crew, he perished in the ice
on midsummer’s day 1611,

. The author gives a detailed account of the rise and fail
of the Dutch dominions in North America and concludes as
follows; ' .

“ The articles promised the Dutch security in their pro-
perty, -customs of inheritance, liherty of conscience and
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" ¢hurch discipline. ©On the following morning 'Stuy?esa;nt li'.llt
_ the head of the garrison, marched ouf of Fort Anisterdam

with all the honours of war, and led his soldiers to {:hg wa;t.eij'-
side whence they were embarked for Holland. The English

flag was hoisted on Fort Amsterdam, the name of which _st
immediately changed to “ Fors James.” Nicholls was now

proclaimed by the burgomasters deputy governor for t.h‘é‘
‘Duke of York ; in compliment to whom he divecied that the

¢ity of New Amsterdam’ should henceforth be known as

“New York.,” Not long after he described the Dutch metio-

polis in a letter to the Duke, as the best of all his majesty’s
towns in America.”

The inevitableé changes that [ollow’ the transfer of a
Colony from one nation to anothier are then deseribed: =

“ After the fall of New Netherland the harbours of Nort_h
America were closed for moré than a eentury to the wholg-
gale trade of the Natherlands, and the Dutch settlements,
Duteh Colonies in character and form, where the‘ .Dut(:,h
language was spoken; where the Duteh origin was Vlsl_ble in
the style of the dwellings in the villages and towns,.m the
customs of the population (where the “Kermis” (fair) and
the St. Nicholas feast were celebrated in the Dutch manner),
where the Dutch element would have had a future through-
oﬁt all centuries, were brought into the atmosphere of the
political, economical and linguistic expansion of Great
Britajn.” '

here ig still a considerable element of the population in

“Amerieca which remaing Dutch.

To quote the author: _

"o ¢ About the year 1890 there were a quarter of a million
inhabitants in and around’Grand Rapids, of whom mote than
8.000 were born in Holland. Dutoh settlements are still
ft’n'md in different parts of the United States, mostly ix]-
Patterson and Rochester (N. Y.}, Chicago (Illlinois), Gra'nd
Rapids and Michigan, Inall thesé towns there are _Dgtch
t:hui'oh,e's in which the Dutch language is spoken and Diiteh
“dailies #diud weeklies are published there,






