
' 
Our stocks to-day; outrival everything we have bad 

before. We oifer our customers the quality that 
affords real satisfaction. We need hardly add that; 
we handle only selected high-grade hats from fore­
most firms of world-wide reputation, and lines that 
enjoy the.distinction of beingthe choice of Society 
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. THE BURGHERS OF CEYLON. 

The fact that during nearly a century and half of British 
rule in Ceylon, the Burghers as a community have played an 
important part in the fortunes of the island will scarcely be 
denied. They were here when the British arrived and took 
over the island from the Dutch in 1796 ; and they have made 
their mark in every department of public life in the island— 
official and unofficial—from that date to this. They have 
filled ,the professions; they have occupied prominent and 
responsible positions in the Government service and served 
in. numerous subordinate posts ; they have been engaged in 
trade; they have been employed in mercantile offices and 
have followed agricultural pursuits. There has indeed been 
no career in which they have not participated, and sometimes 
taken a leading part. Seeing that they have been, and still 
are, so much in evidence in the island, it is incumbent upon 
any student or careful observer of the movements and pro­
blems of the land to enquire as to the origin of the Burghers 
and the circumstances and conditions of their existence here 
as a distinct community. I t is an. enquiry that admits of a 
full and correct explanation, in spite of much confusion in 
the use and appropriation of the name by those who have no 
claim to it, and - in spite of the encouragement given, 
ignorantly or of set design, to.the reckless use of the name. 

The name itself is of Dutch origin, and it was never used 
in Ceylon till the Dutch brought it here when they settled in 
the island in the 17th century. The name was well known in 
the Fatherland, where, especially after the overthrow of the 


