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THE DUTCH BURGHER UNION OF CEYLON.

IN presenting the memnbers of the Union with this the
first number of our Journal we feel that we cannot do
better by way of introduction than place before them a

brief history of the present novement, and a summary of the

proceedings taken from fime to time with a view to give an
organized form to a desive which had long been agitating the

minds of the Dutch descendants in Ceylon. This was for a

recognition of themselves as a digtinet class, with an origin,

history, and charagter of their own. 1t was felt that the term.

Burgher, under which they are included,

belonged to them exclusively, was no longer thug restricted In

application. As a rogtlt of this wider nge of the term much
misapprehension arose, by which the Dutch Burghers found
themsalves often af a disadvantage. Without in the slightest
degree reflecting upon the character or respectability of those
other classes or individuals who, in the course of the last
hundred years, have, rightly or wrongly, come to be inctuded
under the general denomination of Burghers, it was felt that
the time had come for the Dutch descendants to associnte to-
gether for the purpose ; first, of distinguishing themselves from
those who, although classed with them under one general
term, were of different origin from, and had little or nothing
in common with, them ; and gecondly, of taking measures o
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