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Agriculture can only be 
carried on continuously and 
with satisfactory results if 
the food ingredients removed 
by crops in any cultivation 
are re-incorporated in the soil 
by judicious manuring. 

Write for quotations. 
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Tea j Cocoa 

Rubber, etc. 
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T H S DUTCH B U R G H E R UNION OF C B Y W N . 

IN presenting the members of the Union with this the 
first number of our Journal we feel that we cannot do 
better by way of introduction than place before them, a 

brief history of the present movement, and a summary of the 
proceedings taken from time to t ime with a view to give an 
organized form to a desire which had long been agitating the 
minds of the Butch descendants in Ceylon. This was for a 
recognition of themselves as a distinct class, with an origin, 
history, and character of their own. I t was felt that the t e rm 
Burgher, under which they are included, and which at first 
belonged to them exclusively, w a s n o longer thus restricted in 
application. As a result of this wider use of the term much 
misapprehension arose, by which the Dutch Burghers found 
themselves often at a disadvantage. "Without in the slightest 
degree reflecting upon the character or respectability of those 
other classes or individuals who, in the course of the last 
hundred years, have, rightly or wrongly, come to be included 
under the general denomination of Burghers, it was felt that 
the t ime had come for the Dutch descendants to associate to­
gether for the purpose ; first, of distinguishing themselves from 
those who, although classed with them under one general 
term, were of different origin-from, and had little or nothing 
in common with, them ; and secondly, of taking measures to 
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promote th.am.oral and social well-being of their class. So far 
back as ten years ago an attempt was->made to organize an 
association of "this kind. As in the case of the Union now 
formed, thaTAssociation, which, took the title ofil Hei Hollandsch 
Geselschap van'Ceylon", was of a purely social and literary 
character, from which all discussions of a political tendency 
were excluded. Owingto causes whichitis hardly necessary to 
enter into here, that Association, which proposed ̂ work on '-* 
somewhat different lines from the present, was in a short time 
obliged to be .dissolved. Now, after the lapse of a whole de­
cade, the f ervfent desire of our people, which had never for a 
moment abated, has happily taken form in the Dutch Burgher 
Union of today, and there is every hope and sign that this 
Union will be a permanent one, and will prove of much 
benefit, not only to the Dutch Burghers themselves, but also 
to all other communities with whom they are associated in 
bonds of friendship and fraternity. 

The present movement was initiated by an informal 
meeting held at the Lindsay Lecture Hall, BambaEapitiya, on 
12th November last, at which a large number of both 
ladies and gentlemen was present. The proceedings com­
menced by Mr. H. van Ouylenburg being called to the chair. 
He said: 

H e regretted that , not having given the subject tha t consider­
ation and study it should have had from him, he was not in a 
position to say much about it, or to put the case of the proposed 
Union before the meeting with all the force it demanded. H e 
thought , however, the time had come for the Dutch Burghers as a 
community to have a Union of their, own. He would leave to his 
friend Mr. Anthonisz, who was more qualified than himself to speak 
on t h e subject, to explain exactly the objects for which, they had met 
tha t evening. In the present stage of the movement, while as yet 
the lines on which they were to proceed, and other matters, were 
under deliberation, it was desirable, he thought, tha t the proceedings 
should not be reported in the newspapers. The time for that would 
be when the Union was properly orgauized and placed upon a firm 
basis. H e would therefore appeal to those present to be. loyal and 
t rue to themselves and to the cause, whose interests would be best 
served by their proceedings not being made subject to newspaper 
comment. On the subject of the Union he had himself certain 
s trong opinions, but he was not going to discuss them there. H e 
would only say the t ime had come for them as a community to 
coalesce, and form a bond of sympathy among them all. At present 
the members of their community were scattered about. Those who 
met as school boys grew up to manhood, and they seldom came 
across each other. There, iu that hall, for instance, he saw one or 
two very old friends of his. He probably sometimes passed them in 
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t h e road, or saw them once in two or three months, and tha t was all. 
Tha t is not as it at ought to be. If there was an association of the 
kiud proposed, the members ©fit would frequently meet, and there 
would be a bond amongst all the Dutch Burghers in Colombo and 
t h e outstatious, and they would be able to do a great deal of real 
good to each other. H e would call upon Mr. R. G. Anthonisz to 
address the meeting. 

Mr, Anthonisz said: 
The position into which he had been thrust, of having to 

explain the object of their meet ing there tha t evening, was .one h e 
would have gladly avoided. But, as it was necessary that this explan­
ation should be given, and he was supposed to have qualified 
himself to do so by a long acquaintance with the subject, be could ■ 
not shirk his duty on tha t occasion. I t was neces^aiy under the 
present circumstances—circumstances which he thought need not 
be entered into there—to explain, first of all, what the Union was 
not going to do. I t was not going, for instance, to bring about any 
disunion, al though h e had heard it mentioned tha t this would be 
the outcome of it. I t was intended to bring together the various 
elements of a disunited community. A union among the Dutch 
Burghers was not going to disturb any of the existing friendly 
relations they had with members of other communities. For in­
stance, most of them had friends in the Sinhalese, the Tamil, and 
the English communities. H e did not believe tha t any of t hem 
would wish these friendships broken up. He, for his part, had 
tried and loyal friends in other communities whom h e was not 
going to give up for any number of unions. I t must then be 
clearly understood tha t their at t i tude towards those who were 
not to be included in this Union was to be a decidedly pacific 
and friendly one. They could not force their own particular 
sentiments on their friends of other communities, but there were 
other bonds which would always uni te them. I t had been 
said tha t by restricting this Union to Dutch Burghers they were 
shut t ing out a great many who had hi ther to formed a par t of them­
selves. If by this was meant tha t they were going to shut out all 
those who did not bear Dutch names, he ought to explain tha t a 
Dutch Union such as they proposed to. form was to include all 
those who were actuated by the same sentiment by being of Dutch. 
descent, whether on the father's or mother ' s side. They hads tve ra l 
families in their circle with British names, families founded by those 
who had entered their community by marrying into it, and who had 
always identified themselves with it. These families were, according 
to the most rational interpretation of the term, not only Burghers, 
but Dutch Burghers. I t will be seen then tha t the bond which was 
to unite them was their common Dutch descent. They all claimed 
to be Dutch descendants, and were proud of tha t descent. I t was not 
to be supposed for a moment lhat tha t meant any disloyalty to the 
British throne. From the date of the arrival of the British in Ceylon, 
when their grandfathers and great-grandfathers took the oath 
of allegiance to King George III . , the Dutch Burghers claim to have 
been among the most loyal of British subjects, and they have ever 
remained so. There were two unalterable facts which they were t o 
face; they were the descendants of the Dutch, and at the same t ime 
were the born subjects of the British throne. While the one claimed 
their filial regard, the other claimed their loyalty. And much reason 


