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JOAN IWAATZUYKER. 

With this number we prersent our readers with a 
portrait of Joan Maatzuyker, one of the earliest of the 
Dutch Governors of Ceylon, who came here in 1646 to 
biicceed Jan Thysz when the latter got into hot water with 
the Supreme Council at Batavia by declaring war against 
the Kandyan King. Maatzuyker had come out to the east 
in 1635 and had previously held several offices in Batavia, 
at,, for instance, that of President of the ('ourt of Magistrates, 
President of the Council of Justice etc.. and he had been on 
an embassy to Goa from the Netherlands East India 
Company. In 1642, while serving at the Indian Head 
Quarters, he compiled from the existing placaats, statutes 
and ordinances, the well-known digest of laws known as 
the Statutes of Batavia, for use in the eastern dominions 
of the Company. He also furnished the Chamber of XVII 
with important advice regarding European colonization, 
and it'was he who initiated a sytem of education for the 
Ea^t Indies. He was an accomplished diplomatist, and, on 
his arrival in Ceylon, soon restored friendly relations with 
Raja Smha, which the stout-hearted Thysz's hasty conduct 
had disturbed. But, when relinquishing office in 1650, 
Maatzuyker had no good word for the Kandyan monarch. 
against whose treachery and duplicity he had to warn his 
successor Kittensteyn. Joan Maatzuyker, who was born at 
Amsterdam on the 14th October 1606, died at Batavia on 
the 4th January 1678, having, after his return from Ceylon. 
been Director-General till 1654 and after that Governor-
General of the Netherlands Indies till 1676, a post from 
which he retired on his own application. It may be 
mentioned that during the time Maal zuyker ruled in Ceylon, 
Colombo was still in the hands of the Portuguese and*that 
Galle was the head quarters of the Dutch. 


