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JOHAN GERARD VAN ANGELBEEK, 
GOVERNOR AND D I R E C T O R O F CEVUON. 

1 7 9 4 - 1 7 9 6 . 

( Hzproduced from a Black and White drawing). 

of the * # * 

of Ceylon. 

J 0 L - l^" -^c=^=^ 1916. 
PART I. o 

JOHAN GERARD V A N ANGELBEEK. 

Johan Gerard van Angelbeek, the last Dutch Governor 
of Ceylon was about sixty years of age when, in 1794, he 
succeeded his son-in-law Willem Jacob van de Graaf as 
ruler of this island He had come out to the east from the 
town of Wittmunde in Bast Freisland in 1751, taking 
passage as a "soldaat" in the Dutch East India Company's 
ship "Schaagenbo.^ch''. In a comparatively short time he 
was promoted to high office, becoming OnderTcoopman in 
1756, Kooptnan in 1767 and OpperJwopman, the highest grade 
in the Company's Civil Service, in 1770 He was elected a 
Ttaad, Ordinair, i e., a Councillor in Ordinary of Netherlands 
India, in 1787. For particulars of his services and of his 
family and descendants we must refer our readers to the 
note on "The.Dutch Governors of Ceylon" by Mr. F. H. 
de Vos in D. B. U. Journal Vol. II. (p. 141). But it may he 
mentioned here that van Angelbeek had served in Colombo 
in more than one capacity previous to his coming here as 
Governor. In 1764 he WHS Fiscaal, an office which corres­
ponded in many respects to that of Attorney-General or 
Public Prosecutor, and the following year he became 
Political Secretary. He left for Tutucorin in 1767 and from 
that year up to his return to Ceylon as Governor he served 
in South India, where, in 1780, he succeeded Ad.ria.an Moens 
as Governor of the Malabar Coast.. I t was fro;m this post 
he eventually came here as Governor and.Director. 

Van Angelbeek's name has been a good'deal associated 
with the events which took' place here at the latter end of 
1795 and the beginning of 1796. ' No little opprobrium has 
been cast on it, chiefly by his own countrymen, for what 
was supposed to be his share in the treacherous surrender 
of the fort of Colombo to the British. This opinion was' 


