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NOLAN OF DELFT
By B H.V

‘Had Captain Bdward Nolan lived in the age of ministrelsy, the
ring episodes of his romantic life would have been immortal-
_in song. DBub albhough the curbain rang down on his Ceylon
er only a littlse mora than a cenfury ago, a tmasg of mybh and
id has already gathered round his namae.

~The island of Deltt on which this remarkeble man stamped
personslity was known in the days of the Porbugnese as * Ihlo
Lavallos,” from the fact that it was e famous horse-breeding
blishment. This remunerative business was continued by the
foh and later by the Tnglish, bub it was subject to the vieissi-
65 of commercial enterprise and was finally abandoned in

lhe bhorso-breeding establishment in the days of the Duteh
ho Wild Wast mebhods of expture by means of the lasso ave

hed by J. Q. Wolf, {rom whaose work the {ollowing extracts
ken ;

'_Thay have horsns heve of an excallent Avabian race; and o
for breeding them in, not inferior to any in the world.”

‘The Duteh bake these horses for their own use, just as they
“them : besides whish, they sell a great number yearly atb a
fair, which is Leld tho day after that of the elephants. Nob
is sold under a hundred dollars; and this price muss he
a6 nll events, aven if some of the horses are to he shot for
rder to lessen the mumber. And if anybody chooses to pick

orso for himself, he must then pay one hundred and fitby
{or each.
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‘ “These animaly, a3 has been mentionsd befors, race wild on

the islands, and mush be caught avary time that they are wantad; »

task which i perfortmed wibh tlie greatest ease; as they have here

likawiso a korahl, which is civeular and fenced round with sfones.
Into this the horges are driven: and as scon as the purchaser has

pitebed on any one in particular, soms of the natives, who make it
their business, divectly sek off after hir, full speed, with rapes mads
info & nooge, which are eight fathoms in length, and of the bhick-

_ness of & man’s finger : this they contrive to throw about one of his

hind legs whilst he is on the full gallop, and thus make sure of
hia: or if they cannok geb ub him in this manner, they race him

iill be is guite wenry. One cannot see this manoeuvre practized
without the greabest astonishment; for these horse-catchers are
g0 well trained up to the practice, that they never fail. They teach
their children this arb upon o man : and I have had it tried upon

mygelf, I had only to say, on which arm or oot I chose. 4o have
the rope thrown, while I wag running as {ast as [ was able a.nd it
wag done,” :

It wag bo tbis island, famous for this practical applisation of ;
“hand and oye braining,” which bakes so impotbant & place in 3
mwodern edueational methods, that Nolan was appointed in 1811 as
Buperintendent, Sithing Magisbrabe, and Fiscel for the Provines of J
Delfl, offices in which he was confirmed on June 8, 1814,  His re- ‘? _
cord of mervies began with his being gazetted a Second Lieufenans i
of the 4th Ueylan Regiment on Octoher §, 1810. He was Com- |
meandant of Jaltura, January 1, 1811, and was promoted Fiest ]
Lieutenant, SBepfember 25, 1811, ‘ y

It is inberesting bto record the fack, on the anthoriby of Sir|
Willinm Twynam, that the Captain Nolan who carried the orde
for the ever-memorable charge of the Light Brigade at Balaclavs
was nephew of Nolan of Delft,

The fonces in Delft, which are made of loozely filled eora
stones sirengthened by paliwyrah branches, werg devised by Nola
on the model of the stone walls of hia birthplace, County Galwa
in the west of Ireland.

By a curious coincidencs, Messrs, R. W. JTevars and J..
Lewis, who ab a later period administered the island of Deifs, s
Goveroment Agents of the Northern Provinee, claim t‘.he game pa
of the Hmerald Isle as Lhen: birthplace,
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leagant grounds attached to this Residency there still is bhe his-
orie dove-cot built of coral stones to provide eighty compartmenta
or nosting birds.

The sea-air, the praceful palms, and the sofb cocing of doves
urnished & sefting of languor wnd vepose. Men journeyed

uch a people the patriarchal form of Government is best suited, -
nd Nolan was the father of his peopla. Mo his will, that was law,
here was unguestioning obedienss. : _
‘He had one ouksbanding weakoess, an admiration for the softer -
ox, which tradition says was on a scale comparable with that of
{ing Solomon. But, apart [rom this {ailing, Nolan was a just and
wisa ruler, who looked alter the health and weltare of hig people,
asod ander whose mild despotism they prospered and were well con-
“tent: -In fimes of famine he accapted the responmblhﬁy of feedmg -
~the people at his:own expense.
: " The dry ditch which we find to-day near tha old Portuguese
“fort igknown as Nolan's eanal, Itis connected with several lagoons,
“and the sbory goes that Nolan nged to go by boal to the horse en-
clogtire, 3% miles distant, on the other side of the island, .
' In the days of Nolan, the cultivation of hemp was thought to |
~be so important that it was infroduced info Delft, and Nolan was
appointed to superintend it, '
Nolan also held a commission to experiment on the soil of

ganyas.
- A pau pmlmm1 of Nolan doscmbes him as ' very big, broad and
: mn with brown hair, grey eyes, a skin as white as milk, and he
looked at you in such a way that women all van away when they .-

that he always wore a black top-hat, which added to his appear-
ance and dignity.

Ik may be thab Nolan's strick performance of his dubies as a
Magistrate mads him unpopular with the hesdman, - Bub the day
.came when the Maniagar led a great petition against him to the
Government, alleging that hig el Weaknesa had fed o wmuch op-
pression u.nd injustica.

'..'Nolam sombined his residence and office in the present Govern- - i
ment bungalow, which dates from the days of the Duteh. In the =

hrough life with unhurrying fest and lived to a great old age. Tor .

“Delft with o view to improviog the eultivation of Fax in Ceylon, .
to prepare it in the Buropean manner and to manufactwrs it into o

saw bim ¢oming.” To complete the picture, it should be added ..
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The charges in tha petition could not be proved, the ladies re-
forrad to in it being conspicuously absent, and Nolan was absolved
of all blame, whereupon he charged the pebitioners with conspiracy,
and the six leaders wero eommitted for trial by the Suprems Court.
I was howaver cloar to the Government that a change of adminis-
" tration in this remote island was desirable. Accordingly Nolan rotired
on January 1, 1826, aad rofurned to Ireland, where he died in 1840.

One of the stories thab have grown round his name is that as
s punishment for oppressing the phopla he was romoved and sent fo
an island where there was no water. It was o picture that would
make a special appeal o the inhabitants of the drought-siricken
island of Delft. As a mabter of fact, Ircland to which he went
is generously supplied with water,

To-day, the name of Nolan survives as a distingbive clan
among tho people of Delft, many of whoin have migeated to the
Jatfna Peninsula and elsewhare,

A dark-gkinned labourer whom I met some years ago at Jaffna,
informed me with what appeared to be justiliable pride that be be-
fonged to the Nolan clan. Otbers of bthis numerous clan, with
or without the distinetive grey eyes, continue to boast of the Nolan
blood which courses in their veins,






