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NOLAN OF DELFT 
B Y K. T-T. V. 

Had Captain Edward Nolan lived in the age of rninistrelsy, the 
fii'ring episodes of his romantic life would have been immortal-

fed in song. Bub although the ourfcaio rang down on his Ceylon 
leer only a little more than a century ago, a mass of myth and 
Ispd has already gathered round his name. 

The island of Delft on which this remarkable man stamped 
personality was known in the days of the Portuguese as " Ihla 

is Gavallos," from the fact that it was a famous horse-breeding 
ifablishment. This remunerative business was continued by the 
Job- and later by the English, but it was subject to the vicissi-

|es of commercial enterprise and was finally abandoned in 
'!<:' 

StChe" horse-breeding establishment in the days of tbe Dutch 
| i the Wild West methods of capture by means of the lasso are 
Bribed by J. 0. Wolf, from whose work the following extracts 
rfcaken : 

!'■ They have horses here of an excellent Arabian race; and a 
||for breeding them in, not inferior to any in the world." 

I'Tbe Dutoh take these horses for their own use, just as they 
\it them : besides which, they sell a great number yearly at a 
be-fair, which is held the day after that of the elephants. Not 
§orse is sold under a hundred dollars ; and this price must be 

|irp at all events, even if some of the horses are to be shot for 
Jia order to lessen the number. And if anybody chooses to pick 
sa horse for himself, he must then pay one hundred and fifty 
l&rs {or each, 
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" These animals, as has been mentioned before, race wild on 
the islands, and must be caught every time that they are wanted; a 
task which is perfoi'mod with the greatest ease ; as they have here 
likewise a korahl, which is circular and fenced round with stones. 
Into this the horses are driven : and as soon as the purchase* has 
pitched on .any one in particular, some of the natives, who make it 
their business, directly set off after him, full speed, with ropes made 
into a noose, which are eight fathoms in length, and of the thick­
ness of a man's finger ; this they contrive to throw about one of his 
hind legs whilst he is on the full gallop, and thus make sure of 
him: or \i they cannot get at him in this manner, they race him 
till he is quite woary. One cannot see this manoeuvre practised 
without the greatest astonishment; for these horse-catchers are 
so well trained up to the practice, that they never fail. They teach 
their children this art upon a man : and I have had it tried upon 
myself. I had only to say, on which arm or foot I chosa-tjo have 
the ropo thrown, whilo I was running as fast as I was able, and it 
was done.'' 

I t was to this island, famous for this practical application of 
" hand and oye training," which takes so important a place in 
modern educational methods, that Nolan was appointed in 1811 as 
Superintendent, Sitting Magistrate, and fiscal for the Province of 
Delft, offices in which he was confirmed on June 8, 1814. . His re­
cord of service began with his being gazetted a Second Lieutenant 
of the 4th Oeylou Regiment on October 6, 1810. He was Com­
mandant of Oaltura, January 1, 1811, and was promoted ITirst 
Lieutenant, September 25,1811. 

I t is interesting to record the faot, on the authority of Sir 
"William Twynam, that the Oaptam Nolan who carried the order 
tor the over-memorable charge of the Light Brigade at Balaclava, 
was nephew of Nolan of Delft. 

The fences in Delft, which are made of loosely filled cor 
stones strengthened by palmyvab branches, were devised by Nola 
on the model of the stone walls of his birthplace, County Galwa 
in the west of Ireland. 

By a curious coincidence, Messrs. B. W. levers and J. 
Lewis, who at a later period administered the island of Delft, 
Government Agents of the Northern Province, claim the same pa 
of the Emerald Isle as their birthplace. 



r DUTCH BUKGHlfiB ONION S 

t Nolan combined his residence and office in the present Govern-
! ment bungalow, which dates from, the days of the Dutch. In the 
[ pleasant grounds attached bo this "Residency there still is the hia-
1 tone dove-cot built of ooral stones to provide eighty compartments 
f for nesting birds. 

The sea-air, the graceful palms, and the sofb cooing of doves 
| furnished a setting of languor and repose. Men journeyed 
^ through life with unhurrying feet and lived to a great old age. For 
p such a people the patriarchal form of Government is host suited, 
\, and Nolan was the father of his people. To his will, that was law, 
*, there was unquestioning obedience. 
r He had one outstanding weakness, an admiration for the softer 
? sex, which tradition says was on a scale comparable with that of 
i King Solomon. But, apart from this failing, Nolan was a just and 
i' wise ruler, who looked after the health and welfare of his people, 
f and under whose mild despotism they prospered and were well con-
r tent. ID bimea of famine he accepted the responsibility of feeding 

the people at his own expense. 
The dry_ ditch which we find to-day near the old Portuguese 

fort is known as Nolau's canal. I t is connected with several lagoons, 
and the story goes that Nolan used to go by boat to the horse en-

> closure, 3^ miles distant, on the other side of the island. 
In tbe days of Nolan, the cultivation of hemp was thought to 

be so important that it was introduced into Delft, and Nolan was 
appointed to superintend it. 

Nolan also held a commission to experiment on the soil of 
Delft with a view to improving the oultivabion of Flax iu Ceylon, 
to prepare it in the European manner and bo manufacture it into 
canvas. 

A pen-picturo of Nolan describes him as " very big, broad and 
tall, with brown hair, grey eyes, a skin as white as milk, and he 

1 looked at you in such a way that women all ran away when they 
I Baw him coming." To complete the picture, it should be added 
I that he always wore a black top-hat, which added to his appear-
I ance and dignity. 
I I t may bo that Nolan's strict performance of his duties as a 
1 Magistrate made him unpopular with the headman, But the day 
I ■ came when the Maniagar led a great petition against him to the 
1 Government, alleging bbat his pet weakness had led to much op-
j pression and injustice. 
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The charges in the petition could not bo proved, the ladies re­
ferred to in it being conspicuously absent, and Nolan was absolved 
of all blame, whereupon he charged the petitioners with conspiracy, 
and the six leaders were committed for trial by the Supreme Court. 
I t was however clear to the Government that a change of adminis­
tration in this remote island was desirable. Accordingly Nolan retirod 
on January 1, 1826, and returned to Ireland, where ho died in 1840. 

One of the stories that have grown round his name is that aa 
a punishment for oppressing the people he was removed and sent to 
an island where there was no water. I t was a picture that would 
make a special appeal to the inhabitants of the drought-stricken 
island of Delft. As a matter of fact, Ireland to which he went 
is generously supplied with water. 

To-day, the name of Nolan survives as a distinctive clan 
among tho people of Delft, many of whom have migrated to the 
Jaffna Peninsula and elsewhere. 

A dark-skinned labourer whom I met some years ago at Jaffna, 
informed me with what appeared to be .justifiable prida that be be­
longed to the Nolan clan. Others of this numerous clan, with 
or without the distinctive grey eyes, continue to boast of the Nolan 
blood which courses in their veins. 
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SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO. 
In the year 1859 was published the first issue of an Annual 

now well known as " Ferguson's Ceylon Directory," and the publi­
cation started in this way. Tho ''' Coy Ion Examiner " had been 
publishing " really useful Diaries" year by year, bub in 1858 
'itunounced that the publication would cease. Thereupon, fcha 

Ceylon Observer " began to prepare a Common Place Book, whioh 
was to supply the void created. As the preparation went on, it was 
found necessary to supplement tho Common Place Book with a 
Plantation Gazetteer, and both parts were issued with the follow­
ing inscription on tho title page : " Coylou Summary of Useful In­
formation and Plantation Gazetteer; for 1859. Compiled by A. M. 
tferguson, Editor of tho Colombo Observer. Printed at the Observer 
Press 1859." 

The Summary of useful information, described as a "Com­
panion to tho Common Place Book " consists of 21G small pages ■ 
the Plantation Gazetteer takes 250. One cannot help feeling that 
;ha main intention of the book was to give as full an account as 
possible of the Planting Industry of Ceylon; which it does. We in 
jur day may be as grateful for the information given here as the 
planters of seventy-five years ago must have been. 

The limits of each planting district were defined by the Plant­
ers' Association in 1B6G. There wore twenty-nine districts in all, 
ff'ttii coffee as the chief product. We have Maturata, Kadugannava, 
?U9silawa, Saffragam, Sea, Each of these districts is well described, 
,nd tho personal and topographical details are full of interest. 
iaturata had ten estates at first, one of thorn named Bartholomew, 
toe fuller list, however, names it Marigold (New and Old), Tamil 
iame Mousagolla, Proprietor Bartholomeuz. Another estate in this 
istriet jvas' Cabragalla, which the Tamil called Moonoo Manny 
otaru, carefully translated by the compiler, " 3 o'clock Es ta te ! ' ' 
'be Doombera district had among its nine estates the two Baja-
rellas, Ambecotta, and Palikelle, associated in old times with tha 
ame of Robert Boyd Tytler. Kajawella has more than one claim 
) distinction. It was opened in 1835 by Mr. George Tumour,— 
ae scholar, presumably, to whom Ceylon history owes so much ; it 
as tha object of a heavy lawsuit in which the old Oriental Bank 
orporation was concerned ; and it contained the famous Water-
orks, by which water was drawn up 400 feet to water the coffee 


