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OUR NEW PRESIDENT. 

I t has been the invariable custom to say something about 
each newly-elected President in this Journal, and to describe 
briefly his career and his Jitness for the high office to which he 
has been elected. Wo can scarcely expect that this year's 'Pre­
sident (who is also Editor of the Journal) should follow the 
regular practice. Knowing his disposition we are sure that he 
will not even wish anything to be said. We, the undersigned, 
have therefore decided that the old custom should not be broken, 
and we have " demanded"—that is the term favoured in local 
political resolutions—that this appreciation should be published 
in the Journal, and that the President's portrait should,; as 
usual, form, the frontispiece to this issue. 

The Ceylon Civil List reveals that Mr. James Reginald 
Tonssaint held several appointments in the General Clerical 
Service from March 1898 to January 1917. when he was appoint­
ed acting Office Assistant to the Assistant Government Agent, 
Matara. In July 19L9 he was appointed to Class V of the Civil 
Service, and was promoted to Glass IV in March 1926, to Glass 
HI in March 1929, and in January 1932 to Class I I . His present 
post is that of Deputy Fiscal, Colombo. He has seen service in 
ihe Department of ISducation, the Colonial Audit, the Food 
Controller, the Commissioner of Stamps, and the Pearl Fishery, 
besides being Boo rotary to the Buddhist Temporalities Ordi­
nance Commission. I t is needless to stress the fact that in 
every office he won the respect and confidence of Government, 
and that he has worthily maintained the honourable traditions 
of the many Dutch Burghers who preceded him in high positions 
un de r G p v e rn m en t. 
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Turning to Mr. Toussaint's sQrvic.es to the Community and 
to the Union over which he now so admirably presides, we find 
a record which more than justifies his election. He .was a 
member of the Committee which met at the end of the year 
1907 to frame rules, enrol members, and prepare the way for 
the formal establishment of the Qnion ; and at the inaugural 
meeting held on the 1.8th January, 1908, he was one of the 
General Committee then elected. Of that Committee he has 
been a member, without a break, up to the present day. From 
1925 to 1928 ho was Honorary' Secretary, and in 1925 was also 
Honorary Treasurer. He has served as Secretary of various 
Sub-Committees, especially the Literary and Genealogical. We 
doubt if there was ever a meeting of the Union at which he was 
not present, and no meeting seemed to be complete without 
him. As Literary Secretary he organised the frequent Lectures 
hold in the Union Hall and, what is more, saw that they were 
well attended. 

A greater achievement was his management of the Journal, 
of which he became Editor in April 1926. There are fourteen 
valuable volumes to his credit already, representing work of 
which most of our people do not realize the importance and the 
value; and not the least important and valuable are Mr. Tons-
saint's own contributions. The unsuspected attractions of 
Batticaloa have been brought to the notice of our readers with 
a vividness which was surprising. The record of the Dutch 
Burghers under early British rule was patiently dug out of old 
forgotten documents, and the historian of the period will be 
grateful for many a hint. Besides those papers, Mr. Toiissaint 
has published the "Annals of Ceylon Civil Service," in which 
the men and manners of old times are picturesquely described. 

There is a homely saying that a man's character is his own 
while his reputation belongs to the world around him. It is 
the proud privilege of our Community to be able to point to men 
among them whose personal character and public reputation 
are alike unblemished. One such man is our new "President. As 
his predecessor remarked, lie is one of those men who are the. 
salt of the earth. Long may he live and nourish ! 

I t . L . BuOHiJiHi. 
L. B . .BLAZK. 

[We are much obliged to our kind friends for their very flattering esti­
mate of ua. We feel tha t we do not deserve the high encomiums showered 
on us. We have done no more for the Union than many another member 
bu t we are glad to know, I hat our efforts have been appreciated, and we hope 
tha t when we lay down our olllce we shall have done something to justify 
the confidence reposed in us.—JEd.J 

http://sQrvic.es


liUTUIE JdJltaJEIlfiK 'ONION 3 

CURIOSITIES OF EARLY BRITISH LEGISLA­
TION IN CEYLON 

"Can any good thing come out of a fusty old book of obsolete 
legislative enactments" inquired the late Mr. J. P. Lewis in an 
article anbibied "Dutch -Rule in Ceylon" which he contributed feo 
the Oeylon Literary Register of 1888-80, and he proceeded bo 
show that a considerable insight; might be gained into the manners 
and customs of the Dutch by a consideration of their laws and 
regulations promulgated between the years 1641 and 1795. He 
classified those under certain prominent heads, such as Religion, 
Slavery, Taxes, &c, and the general effect of Ma article waa to 
show the Dutch in a not very favourable light when judged by 
modern standards. But the Dutch in Oeylon were not singular in 
this respect. Bach succeeding age is very much in advance of its 
predecessors, and manners and ouatoms which, in the light of 
present day experience," may appear to us strange and sometimes 
ridiculous, wore introduced by our predecessors to meot the special 
circumstances of their times. A study of the legislation enacted in 
the early days of liribish rule in Oeylon will prove the t ruth of this 
assertion. 

One of the earliest acts promulgated by the British waa in 
regard to the Malays, who are at the present day one of the most law-
abiding communities in the island. They seem to have been con­
nected in some way or other with certain 'atrocious acts" committed 
in the island—"these sett lements" waa the term used in those days— 
in consequence of which all Malays not in the Military Service, 
except infants and aged and infirm persons, wore required to present 
themselves before the Commandant of the town or fortress in 
which they resided, for registration. Malays found armed with 
dangerous or offensive weapons rendered themselves liable to 
banishment from Ceylon—a relic of by-gone days. 

Travellers were subjected to restrictions which would be con­
sidered very irksome in these days. No persons of any rank or 
condition whatsoever were allowed to travel through the island in 
a palanquin or dooly or on horseback without a passport from the 
Commandant or Chief of the place where thay resided. The 
temptation to "sponge" on the villagers was greater then than it 
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is now, and it was therefore expressly forbidden for any person 
to exact from the villagers any kind of provisions whatsoever, or 
to allow one's servants or attendants to do ao. Any traveller 
convicted of this offence was liable to a fine of ten times 
the value of the articles ao exacted, one half of which wad to go to the 
"sufferer" and the other half to the "Deacony". Tho punishment 
prescribed for tho servants of travellers ao offending was much 
more severe, fifty lashes of a "Ohambouk" being awarded if the 
offender was a Sinhalese or Tamil, and banishment if the offender 
was a foreigner, itest-houaea with their modern eqipment were 
practically non-existent in those days, and stopping places wore 
indicated by tapual stations presided over by persons known as 
Postholders, the equivalent of Receiving Postmasters of our day. 
These men, in addition to their legitimate duties, were required to 
procure for travellers all such provisions as they required, charging 
them ^5 per cent over and above tho market rates of she nearest 
town. On failure to do so, or in the event of their charging more 
than the prescribed rate, these Poatholdera were liable for the first 
offence to a fine of four times the value of the article demanded or 
charged, and on the second offence to dismissal. The lot of these 
men could not have been a happy one. 

We gain an insight into the low cost of living in those days 
from the provision made for the maintenance of civil prisoners. A 
sum of two fanains or 12 cents was considered a sufficient daily 
allowance for a Sinhalese or Tamil, three fanams or 18 cents for 
a Burgher, and four fanams or twenty-four cents for a European, 

"The barbarous modes of punishment and execution" practised 
by the Dutch—so runs the notification—were abolished by the 
British in 1799, and capital punishment was inflicted by hanging 
tho offender by the neck, but it was open to the Governor in 
special cases, and at the request of the person convicted, to substi­
tute decapitation for hanging. I t is interesting to note that several 
Kantlyan Chiefs, who were involved in the insurrection of 1817, 
suffered death by decapitation. Branding does not seem to have 
been regarded as barbarous, as this was the punishment prescribed 
in 1800 for certain crimes. 

In these days of strict religious neutrality on the part of 
Government, the idea of the King's representative being associated 



DDTCli liUHGHEJi UNION c 

with any particular religion or form of Church government would 
seem to be incongruous. In 1799 it was proclaimed that the 
Governor "will execute the Becleaiastical jurisdiction, and the 
ofliee commonly called the office of ordinary in so much as relates 
to the collation of Benefices, the granting 0f licenses for marriage, 
aud''-—strange combination—"'Probates of Will". No new place of 
religious worship could bo established, nor could a school be opened, 
without a license, in the granting of wbieh particular attention was 
paid to the morals and qualifications of the pedagogue. Thia pro­
clamation was followed by another in which the Governor informed 
all native headmen, schoolmasters, and inhabitants within the 
juriadicbion of Colombo, that it was hia eamaat deaire that the 
Christian religion should he ecmbinuod and propagabed as much as 
possible, and he therefore called upon tham to assist everyone in 
their offices and situations in order that that religion, which had been 
planted with so much labour on the island, might be cultivated to 
the glory of God and tho aalvabion of the immortal soul. School-
03asters wore ordered to perform their duties, the native headmen 
to afford the necessary assistance bo the school-masters, and the 
inhabitants to ciend fchoir children to school. The Dutch are often 
accused of having tried bo extend the Protestant religion by penal 
enactments. I t is well no remember that they were not singular 
in thia respect. 

On 1st April, 1800, there was introduced what was known as the 
"Joy" tax. Lest it should ho assumed that tho Govermant had 
suddenly assumed a Puritanical uhai'ticter, it may be as wall to 
explain that the tax derived its name from the French word "joie", 
meaning an ornament, and owod ibs origin bo the desire of the 
Government that the contributions necessary for the maintenance 
of the State should full as lightly as possible on tho people, and be 
lcviod rather upon luxuries than upon the necessaries of life. The 
bax was "farmed out" as was the practice m those days, and was 
levied, on ornaments made of gold, silver, stone, pearl, ivory, glass, 
coral, chauli or bone. The renter collected bhe sum of one rix 
dollar or forty-eight stivers from every male person, young or old, 
wearing any of these ornaments, and half a rix dollar or twenty-
four stivers from every female person, young or old. On payment 
of the tax, bhe router issued a license which was in force for bwelve 
mouths. Persons detected wearing oranameuts without a license 


