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OUR NEW PRESIDENT.

1t has been the invariable cusbom Lo say something about
‘ench newly-cloebed President in this Journal, and to describe
briefly his career and his fitness for the high office to which he
hing been elected.  'Wo can scarcely expect that this year's Pre-
sident {who is also Iiditor of the Joornal) should follow the
regular practice. Wnowing his disposition we are suve that he
will not even wish-anything to be said, "We, the undersigned,
“have therefore decided that the old custom should not be broken,
and we have ** demanded ”—that is the term favoared in loeal
‘politicnl resolations~-that this apprecintion should be published
in the Journal, and that the President’s portreait should, as
usual, form the frontispiece to this issue,

The Ceylon Civil List reveals that Mr. James Reginald
Toussainl lheld several appointments in the Geneval Olexical
Servico from Mavch 1898 to Jouuarvy 1917, when he was appoint-
ol aclking Olfics Assistant o the Assistant Governmoent Agent,
Mataya. In July 1919 he was appointed to Class V ol the Civil
Service, and was promoted bo Class TV in Maveh 1926, tio Class
I in Mareh 1929, and in January 1932 to Class II. His present
post is that of Depnty Fiscal, Colombo. Ide has seen service in
the Department of Hducation, the Colonial Audit, the Food
Controller, the Commissioner of Stamps, and tho Penrl Mishery,
besides - being Bocvebary to Lhe Buddhist Pemporalities Oredi-
mwnce Commission. [l is needless to slress the fuch that in
every office be won the respect nnd confidence of Government,
and that he has worthily maintained the honourable traditions
of the many Duteh Burghers who preceded him in high positions
under Government. '
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Turning to Mv. Toussaint’s services to the Commaunity and
to the Unicn over which he now so admirably presides; we find
a record which move than justifies his election. Tle was a
member of the Commibtee which met at the end ol the year
1907 to frame rules, enrol members, and prepore the way for
the [ormal establishment of the Union; and at the inaugural
meabing held on the 186h Jannary, 1908, he was one of the
Genernl Committee then clected. OF that Committee he has
been o member, without w break, up 1o the prosent day. From
1925 to 1928 he was Honorary Sceretary, and in 1925 was also
Honorary Teeasurer. [le has served as Secrotary of various
Sub-Commitbees, especinlly the Literary and Genealogical. We
doubt if there was ever o meebing of the Union at which Lie was
nob proseut, and no meeting scemed to be complete withount
him, As Literary Secrvetavy he orvganized bhe frequent Lecluves
held in the Union Hall and, what is more, saw that they weve
well attended.

A greater achievement was bis management of the Journal,
of which he became Hdifior in Apreil 1926. There are fourteen
valuable volumes to his credib alveady, representing work of
which most of our people do not realize the importance and the
value; and nob the lewst imporviant and valuable are Mr. Tous-
saint’s own counbributions. The unsuspacted albeactions of
Batticalon have been brought to the notice of our readers with
a vividness which was surprising., The record of the Dubch
Burghors under early Hritish rale was patiently dug oub of old
forgotten docaments, and the historian of the period will be
gratoful for many a hint, Besides these papers, Mr. Toussaint
has published the * Annals of Ceylon Civil Service,” in which
the men and maaners of -old times ave picturesquely described.

. There is o homely saying thabt o man’s characker is his own
while his reputation belongs to the world avound him, Itis
{he proud privilage of our Community o be able to point to men
among them whose personal chavacter and public reputation
wre wlike unblemished. One such man s our new President. As

*his proedecessor eemarked, he is one ol those mmen who are the

salb of the encth,  Liong may he live and flourish !
R L. Broming,
L. I. Bruazu.

[We are much obliged 10 our kind friends for their very flattering esti.
miate of us.  We feel that we do nof deserve the high encomiuvms showered
onus. We have done ne more for the Union than many another member
but we are glad to know. that our efforts have been appreciated, and we hope

that when we lay down our allice we shall have done something to justify
the conldence reposed in us—Ed.] i
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CURiOSITIES OF EARLY BRITISH LEGISLA—
TION IN CEYLON '

“Clan any good thing come oub of a fusty old book of chaclete
legislative enactrents” inquired the late Mr. J. P. Lewisin an
~arbicla anbitled Duteh Iiule in Caylon’ which he eontributed to
Cthe Qeylon Literary Register of 1888-89, and he proceeded to
gshow that a congiderabls lnsight might be gaived into the manners
“and cuskoms of the Dutech by a consideration of their laws and
regnlations promulgated betweon the years 1641 and 1795, He
claesified these under corbain promiveut hesds, such as Beligion,
Slavery, Taxes, &o., and the ganeral effect of his article was to
- show the Dutch in w not very fuvourable light when judged by
modern gbandards, Bus the Duteh in Ceylon ware not singular in
- thizg respect. Hach succeeding age is very much in advance of ity
. predecessors, and meuners and oustoms which, in the light of
present day experience, may appear to us strange and somsebimes

" ridienlous, were introduced by our predecessors to meet the spoeial

cireumstances of their times. A study of the legislation enacted in
the early days of British rale in Ceyion will prove the truth of this
aggeriion.

Qoo of the sarliest acts promulgated by the British was in
regard to the Malays, who are at ihe present day one of the most Juw-
abiding communities in the island. They sesm to have been eon-.
" pected in some way or obber with cortain “atrocions acbs” eommitted
in the island—"these seftloments” was biie term used iv those days—
: “in consequance of which adl Malays wot in the Military Servies,
-except infants and aged and inllvin persons, wore required to present
. thamselves before the Uommandant of the town or fortress in
‘which they resided, for vegistrabion. Malays found armed with

. danpgerous or olfensive woupons rendered themselves liable to

banishmant from Ceylon—ua relie of hy-gone duys.

Travellers were subjected to vestrictions whiel would be con-
sidered very irksowe in these davs, No persons of any rank or
sondition whabtsoover were allowed to fravel through the island in
a patanguin or dooly or on horseback without a passport from the
Commandant or Chief of the place where they resided. The
tempbation to “sponge” on the villagers was greater then than if
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is now, and it was therefore expressly forbidden for any person
to oxnel from the villagers uny kind of provisions whatzoever, or
to allow one’s servants or athendants to do so. Any traveller
convicbod of this offence was liable to a fine ol ben times
tho vulue of the arbicles so exucied, one hall of whish was to go te the
“sulfores” and the othor half $o the “Doacony”. The punishmont
prasevibed Lor the servauts of travellers so offending was much
more severa, fty lushes of a "Ohumboulk’™ being awarded if the
offander wag o Sinhalese or Tamil, and banishment if the offender
was a foreigner. Rest-houses with their modern egipment were
praciically non-existent in shose days, and stopping places were
indicated by tappal staticns presided over by persong koown as
Postholders, the squivalent of Receiving Postmasbers of our day.
Thase men, in addition fio their legitimabe duties, were required to
procure for travellors all such provisions as they reyuired, chaiging
them 25 per cent over and abovo the market rates of the neavest
town. On [ailure fo do so, or in sthe event of thelr charging wmore
than the prescribed rafe, thase Postholdera weres liable for the firss
offenee to a fine of four simes the value of the arbicle demanded or
charged, and on the second oflence to dismissal., ~ Lhe lot of these
men could not have heen a happy one.

We gain an insight into the low cost of living in those days
from the provision mads [or the maintenance ol ¢ivil prisoners. A
sum of two fanains or 19 cenbs was considered a suflicient daily
altowsnes for w Sinhalese or Twmil, three funams or 18 cents for
a Burgher, and four fanazms or twenty-four cents for a Karopean,

“The barbarous modes of pusishmoent and execution’ practised
by the Dutch—so runs the notification—were abolished by the
British in 1799, and capisal punishment was inflicted by hanging
the offender by the neck, but it was open to the Governor in
special cases, and at the requoest of the person convicted, to substi-
$ute decapitation for hanging. It is interesting to note that several .
Kandyan Chisis, who were involved in the insurrection of 1817,
guffered death by decnpitation. Pranding does nob sestn to have
been regarded as barbarous, as this was the punishment prescribed
in 1800 for certain erimes.

Iu thess days of strieht religious neutrality on bhe part of
Government, the ides of the King's representative boiug assooiated






