
My Uncle is lusty, is nimble and spry, 
As Ribstons his cheelcs, clear as crystal his eye, ( 

His head snowy white as the flowering May, 
And he drinks onhj Cider by night and by day. 

BARING GOULD, 

Delicious Sparkling Cider, made and bottled by Buhner's is 
now obtainable in large flagons, the equivalent of 1$ 
ordinary bottles. A special feature of the new flagon is its 
screw top ivhich allows part of the contents to be used, 
whilst the remainder will keep in perfect condition for 
several days if care is taken to see that the top 'is replaced 

securely, 
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JOHN WALBEOFF. 

John Walbeoff, the founder of the family in Oeylon whose 
genealogy appears elsewhere, was a notable figure in the early 
days of British rule. He belonged to a family which is believed 
to be now extinct except in Ceylon. The first mention of a 
Walbeoff is in connection with the Norman conquest, when 
Bernard de March came over with William the Conqueror and 
established himself at Talgar. Later, at Brecon, he parcelled 
out the land of Breconshire among his followers, one of whom 
was Sir John Walbeoff, to whom were assigned the Manors of 
Llanhamlach and Llanvi-hangel-Tal-y-llyn. " The last of the 
Walbeoffs " says the Hon'ble Mabel Bailey in her book "Legends 
and Stories of Breconshire ", published in 1909, " was living in 
this country about five, and twenty years ago, though the family 
had sadly fallen from its high estate. In 1884 a woman named 
Mrs. Walby applied for relief to the Crickbowel Board of Guar­
dians, and she explained that her name was really Walbeoff, but 
her husband had altered it to Walby, because people laughed at 
it as outlandish, little knowing how distinguished a name it 
was ". 

John Walbeoff was appointed to the Civil Service 1809, the 
same year as E. D. Boyd, J. A. Parrell, David Stark, and M. J. 
Smyth. His first appointment was that of Second Assistant at 
the Secretariat, When he had mastered the routine of Govern­
ment business here, he was appointed Assistant to the Collector 
at Colombo, then Assistant Collector, Chilaw, and when the 
first reference to him in contemporary literature appears, he 
was holding the office of Collector of Chilaw and Puttalam. 



'I THE JOURNAL OF THE! 

T h a t was in 1814. Ho early identified himself wi th t he cause 
of religion and educat ion in his distr ict , and t h e records of t h e 
Wesleyan Mission con ta in very appreciat ive references of his 
readiness to help them. H e supplied Government t imber free of 
charge for building the Methodis t Church a t Negombo, and was 
also i n s t r u m e n t a l in building a school'-room in Ohilaw. The 
Rev, Rober t Newstead, who was t he Missionary in charge of t he 
Negombo Dis t r ic t a t t he t imo, pays the following t r ibute to h im : 
' His house is very kindly open, to any Missionary, and he is 

extremely anxious to have one resident a t Ohilaw, and has pro­
mised to assist h im in every possible way in a t t e m p t i n g to form 
a s ta t ion , build a house, etc . Mr. Walbeoff h a s been resident on 
t h e s t a t ion for 7 years , and has a very extensive knowledge of 
and influence over t h e people ". I t may be men t ioned t h a t t he 
Rev. Mr, Newstead bapt ised J o h n Walbeoffs son at Negombo 
" under c i rcumstances t ru ly in te res t ing and affect ing" as re­
corded by Mr. Newstead. 

Another kind act s t ands to the credit of Walbeoff. I n 1815 
the Shaio AUum t r anspor t , while on a voyage from Maur i t ius 
to Calcut ta , wi th a d e t a c h m e n t of soldiers to t h e number of 
250, wen t out of her course, mis taking the Western for t h e Eas­
te rn coast of Ceylon, and had to a n c h o r off t h e is land of Kara-
tivoe in t en fa thoms of water , sur rounded by breakers and rocks, 
and wi th a heavy sea breaking over her . One of t h e officers 
managed to get ashore in a small boat and communica te wi th 
Walbeoff, who immediate ly set off to render ass is tance wi th 

.several large boats from Calpentyn. H e succeeded in rescuing 
t h e t roops, who were sent on to Colombo by road. 

Ginnamon was a Government monopoly during the early 
years of Br i t i sh rule as it was under t h e D u t c h , and a special 
d e p a r t m e n t was set up to deal with i ts cul t iva t ion and prepara­
t ion for export. T h e D e p a r t m e n t consisted of a Super in tendent , 
a Maha Mudaliyar, and several lesser Mudal iyars and Muhan-
dirams. The Super in tendent had the powers of a Magistrate to 
t ry offences connected wi th t he indus t ry , and was styled 

Si t t ing Magis t ra te of the Mahabadde" . The headqua r t e r s of 
t he Super in tendent were a t Colombo, where t h e r e was a c inna­
mon depot, and he had a bungalow at Kad i rane , near Negombo, 
t h e cen t re of t he indus t ry , where t h e r e were a s tore and a court­
house. These buildings are believed to be still in existence, a 

DUTCH BURGHEB UNION 3 

square building with a verandah all round being still known as 
t h e Nadu Salaioa, 

Walbeoff1 was appointed in 1822 to t he impor t an t post of 
Super in tendent , Cinnamon P l an t a t i ons , an appo in tmen t which 
he held for a period of nine years , wi th credit to himself and to 
t he complete sat isfact ion of t h e people placed under his charge, 
earning the t i t le of ' t he good g e n t l e m a n ' . H e is described as 
having been ' in every respect the fa ther of t he fatherless and 
t h e he lp of t he poor J. The count ry round about Kandane 
abounded in game, and Walbeoff, whose duties were for t he most 
pa r t outdoor, went about on horseback wi th a gun always a t 
hand, for he was fond of sport. On one occasion a villager was 
a t t acked by a leopard in the town of Negombo and badly wound­
ed. Walbeoff went in pursu i t of t he b ru te on horseback a rmed 
wi th a double-barrelled gun, followed by a servant carrying a 
rifle. Spying the leopard in a small p a t c h of jungle, he fired bu t 
only succeeded in wounding t h e animal, who sprang on h im, 
maul ing him severely. After a t ime it released i t s hold and 
r e t r e a t e d in to t he jungle, where Walbeoff boldly followed in 
spite of his wounds and sho t it t h rough the hea r t 

I t was his great love for h u n t i n g t h a t brought John 
Walbeoffs life to a p rema tu re end. Whi le h u n t i n g deer' one 
day at Kadirane, h is horse carried h im with violence agains t a 
t ree , causing him severe injuries. His Assis tants , Caulfleld and 
Waring, quickly put h im in to a carr iage, and were t ak ing h im 
to Colombo for medical ass is tance , when he died in Silversmith 
S t ree t before he could be seen by a Doctor . According to t ra­
dition, t he accident took place on the es ta te which was after­
wards called War ingbunga lowat te . The t ree was a cashew-
n u t t ree , and in t he herd of deo11 +h^t Walbeoff saw was one 
t h a t was milk white . The funeral took place in Colombo and 
was well a t tended, t he Governor and several h igh Civil and 
Mili tary Officers being presen t . 

Walbeoff figures very Prominent ly in t he "Au tob iog raphy 
of a Per iya Durai " by William Boyd, a p lanter of-note, which 
was published as a serial in t h e Ceylon Li te rary Register in t h e 
eighties. The following ext rac t may be of in teres t , t hough it is 
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o n l y fa i r t o say t h a t M r . J . P . L e w i s r e g a r d e d t h e i n c i d e n t r e ­
f e r r e d t o a s " i m a g i n a r y or p a r t l y f o u n d e d o n f a c t " . 

This gentleman's name was Walbeoff, a Dutchman, I believe, and of a 
good family. Some of bis children are still living in the country, and you 
may perhaps have met them. Well, this Walbeoff had the chief superin­
tendence of the whole of the cinnamon gardens along the coast. His powers 
were very extensive and his income was large. This old bungalow was his 
principal residence, and he ruled over the whole of this extensive district 
like a Pasha or Rajah. The poor devils of cinnamon cutters trembled a t 
the sound of his horse's hoofs. Walbeoff had a young and handsome wife, 
vain, light-hearted, and much given to flirting. In those days, only, how­
ever, by-the-bye, some twenty or th i r ty years ago, there was a much larger 
force of military stationed in the island than there is at present. Game, big 
game, such as elephants, buffaloes and deer, was much more abundant , and 
the officers, when they could get leave of absence, made up parties to scour 
the jungles in quest of it . Walbeoff was a hospitable fellow and kept open 
house, so far as the higher class of European officials, both civil and mili­
tary, was concerned, and there was, in consequence, a flux and reflux of 
visitors going and coming to his hospitable mansion. Amongst others, a 
General's officer, I th ink his name was Smith or Brown, or some very ple­
beian one of tha t sort, was a frequent visitor. He was a blustering, over­
bearing sort of fellow, and affected a superiority over his Dutch host, which 
did not agree very well with the proud spirit of Walbeoff. He flirted, be ­
sides, very ostentatiously with the Dutchman 's wife, and she, poor soul, 
seemed to take the General's at tent ions in very good part , in too good par t , 
i t turned out in t h e long run ; for on returning from a visit to some distant 
plantat ion, Walbeoff found tha t his wife had disappeared, had eloped with 
General Smith or Brown, or with whatever the fellow's name was, leaving 
home, husband and children, apparently without regret or remorse." 

A c c o r d i n g t o W i l l i a m B o y d , Walbeof f d e m a n d e d s a t i s f a c t i o n 
in the manner prevalent in those days, viz., by dael. A meeting 
was arranged, and after exchanging shots in which neither of 
the combatants was injured, the seconds intervened and stopped 
further proceedings. To quote Boyd once again :—"Walbeoff 
returned to his lonely home, but there was no one now to wel­
come him but a crowd of motherless children. There was an 
end of the fetes, the picnics, the shooting parties and all the 
other gaities of Kadirane, and I can easily picture to myself, 
and have often done so, the poor fellow wandering about the 
empty rooms and long verandahs of this venerable building, 
until its very loneliness drove him mad. I t is said that he was 
never seen to smile again ; and when some time after, his mang­
led body was found at the bottom of a high cliff, on the top of 
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which his horse was found quietly crunching the sweet grass, 
the only remark that was made was, " Poor fellow, he never re­
covered the loss of his wife". As has already been shewn, 
Walbeoff did not die by falling off a cliff but by striking against 
a tree. 

"Walbeoff married on 19th February, 1817, Jane, daughter 
of Baron van Lynden, Assistant Collector of Customs at Jaffna, 
and formerly of the Dutch army. She went to England in 1825 
taking her children with her for their education. One of the 
sons, John, did very well both in his studies and in sport, pass­
ing out from Cambridge as a Wrangler. He came out to Ceylon, 
was employed in the Customs, and married the daughter of Mr. 
R. C. Eoosmalecocq. His son, H. J. Walbeoff, was for many 
years Superintendent of Minor Roads, Kandy, and was a highly 
respected resident of the mountain capital. Another son of 
John Walbeoff, Frederick, is believed to have been employed 
in the Survey Department. He died on 24th April, 1849, and 
was buried in Trincomalee. 
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THE DUTCH BURGHERS OF CEYLON. 

B Y J. E, T O U S S A I N T . 

lb may truthfully be said that about no Community in Ceylon 
is there so much misconception as in regard to the Dutch Burghers, 
notwithstanding the fact that this Community has been here, as a 
distinct unit, for nearly a century and a half. The name Burgher 
is of Dutch origin and was introduced into Ceylon when the Dutch 
settled here. It . was well known in Holland. When the Dutch 
East India Company was formed, and persons of Dutch birth as 
well as other Europeans emigrated to Ceylon, either as servants of 
the Company or in order to seek a fortune here, a distinction arose 
between the two classes of European settlers. Those belonging to 
the official class were designated " Company's Servants " and re­
ceived the Company's pay, while those who came out on their own 
account were called " Burghers ", and to them certain civic rights 
and privileges were accorded. A similar distinction was made in 
Madras between the officials of the Bast India Company and the 
" F r e e Merchants" who settled there. In Ceylon also there were 
the Europeans of the Civil Service and those who were politically 
known as the General European Community. The Dutch Com­
pany's Servants in Ceylon were divided into various grades accord­
ing to their functions and status, and ranged from clerk to that of 
Senior Merchant, the highest in the Service, The " Burghers " or 
non-officials were allowed to reside in the towns and carry on any 
trade or occupation that did not interfere with the interests of the 
Company. In return for the .protection afforded them, they were 
required to perform certain honorary civic duties, such as serving 
on the Town Council, Orphans' Chamber, Court of Marriage Causes, 
etc., while they were also not exempt from certain military duties. 
The " Company's Servants " and the " Burghers " together formed 
the Dutch Community of Ceylon, and were quite distinct from the 
mixed Portuguese, who formed a separate class. 

It was this Community of Burghers, living entirely as the 
Dutch people then lived, that the British found when they arrived 
here in 1796. The capitulation of Colombo brought about a sudden 
change in their conditions of living. The terms of the capitulation 
provided that all political and commercial servants of the Dutch 
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East India Company should be allowed to remain in Ceylon as pri­
vate individuals. The clergy were to continue in their offices and 
to receive the same pay and emoluments as they did from the Com­
pany. The citizens and other inhabitants were to be allowed to 
follow their employments and to enjoy all liberties and privileges 
as the subjects of His Majesty the King of England. This sudden 
reverse of fortune was felt most severely by the Company's Ser­
vants, that is, those who carried on the administration, as distinct 
from those who were engaged in private trade or occupation. From 
Governor van Angelbeek downwards they had to retire into private 
life, and for some time they were granted small allowances to main­
tain themselves. The transition from power to impotence, from 
affluence to poverty, was keenly felt by them. 

Shortly after the capitulation of Colombo, a certain number of 
the Servants of the Company, as well as of private individuals, left 
the island, hut the bulk of the Dutch inhabitants remained, hoping 
that in the final settlement after the war the island would be res­
tored to the Dutch. But when the settlement did take place, in 
1802, these expectations were not realised. By that time the 
majority of those who remained in Ceylon had become used to-the 
new administration. Some of the old Company's Servants were 
appointed to Magistracies, others were employed in the revenue 
service, while a few received commissions in the local military regi­
ments then formed. Several took up commercial pursuits, and not 
a few retired into private life on the small income left to them. 

The problem now before the Burghers was how to acquire a 
speedy working knowledge of English, which was indispensable to 
them. Various expedients were adopted, one of which, on account 
of its originality, deserves to be mentioned. I t is said that one 
Dutch gentleman, Mr. J. G. Hillebrano", hit upon an ingenious plan. 
He made friends with some of the more intelligent men among the 
British soldiers, and by supplying them with food and drink, 
acquired from them in turn a conversational knowledge of English. 
He then set himself to learn the grammar of the language, and an 
application of his is on record in which he asked the Judges of the 
Supreme Court to allow him to draw three hundred ris dollars, the 
bulk of his small savings, from the Loan Board, to enable him to 
procure a copy of Sewell's Dutch-English Dictionary, a rare book 
in those days. I t is not surprising to learn that Mr, Hillebrand. 


