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JOHN WALBEOFF.,

John Walbeoff, the founder of the family in Cevion whose
genealogy appears elsewhere, was a notable figure in the early
days of British rule. He belonged to a family which is believed
to be now extinet excepl in Ceylon. The first meniion of a
Walbeoff is in connection with the Normarn conquest, when
Bernard de March came over with William the Congueror and
egbablished himself at Talgar. Later, at Brecon, he parcelled
out the land of Breconghire among his foliowers, one of whom
wasg Sir John Walbeoff, o whom were assighed the Manors of
Ilanhamlach and Tlanvi-hangel-Tal-y-llyn. ‘' The last of the
Walbeoffs " says the Hon'ble Mabel Bailey in her book ' Legends
and Stories of Breconshire ™, published in 1809, “was living in
this counilry about five. and twenby vears ago, though the [amily
had sadly fallen from its high estate. In 1884 a woman named
Mrs. Walby apoplied for relief to the Crickhowel Board of Guar-
dians, and she explained that her name was really Walbsoff, but

‘her husband had altered it to Walby, bacause people laughed ab
- it as outlandish, little knowing how distingaished a name it
was ', ’

John Walbeolf was appointed to the Civil Service 1809, the
same year ag B, D, Boyd, J. A Farrell, David Stark, and M. J.
Smyth., His fitst appointment wasg thal of Second Agsistant ab
the Seerebariat, When he had mastered the routine of Govern-
ment business here, he was appointed Assistant to the Collector
ati Colombo, then Assistant Collector, Chilaw, and when the
first reference to him In contemporary lilerature appears, he
wag holding the office of Collector of Chilaw and Puttalam.
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That was in-1814. e early idantified himself with the cause
of raligion and adueafion in his districk, and the records of the
Weslayan Mission contain very appreciative references of his
readiness to help them. He supplied Government timber free of
charge for huilding the Methodist Church at Negombo, and was
also insbrumental in buoilding a school-room in Chilaw. The
Rov. RBobert Newsbtead, whe was the Missionary in charge of the
Negombo Distriet at the time, pays the tollowing tribute to him :
““ His house is very kindly open to any Missionary, and he is
extremely anxious to have one regident at Chilaw, and has pro-
mised to assizt him in every possible way in attempfing to form
a station, build a house, ebe. Mr. Walbeoff hasg been resident on
the stafion for T years, and has a very exbensive knowledge of
and inflaence ever the people”. It may be mentioned that the
Rev. Mr. Newstead baptised John Walbeotf's son at Negombo
“ under cireumstances truly inberesting and alfecting” as re-
corded by Mr. Newstead,

Another kind ach stands to the cradit of Walbeoff. In 1815
the Sheaw Allwm transporb, while on s voynge from Maoritins
to Caleutta, with a debachment of soldiers to the numbér of
950, went oub of her course, misbaking the Western lor the Eas-
tern coast of Ceylon, and had to anchor off the island of Kara-
tivoa in ten fathoms of waler, surrounded by breakers androcks,
and with a heavy sea breaking over her. One of the officers
managed to get ashore in a small boat and communicate with

‘ ‘Vaibeoff, who immediately set off to render assistanee with
several large boats from Calpentyn, TFe snceeeded in rescuing
the troops, who were sent on to Colombo by road.

Cinnamon was a Government monopoly during the early
years of British rule as it was under the Dutech, and a special
department was set up to deal with its culbivation and prepara-
tion for export. The Department consisted of a Superintendent,
a Maha Mudalivar, and several lesser Mudaliyars and Muhan-
dirams. The Superintendent had the powers of a Magistrate to
try offences connected wibh the industry, and was styled
" Bitting Magistrate of the Mahabadde”. The headquarters of
the Supeunﬁendent were ab Colombo, where there was a cinna-
mon depot, and he had a bungalow at Kadirane, near Nerfombo,

the centre of the industry, where there were a store and a courd- '

house. These buildings are believed to be still in existence, &
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squate building with a verandah all round being sbi]l known as
the Nadw Salawa.

Walbeoff was appointed in 1822 to the important post of
Superinfendent, Cinpamon Plantabtions, an appointment which
he held for a period of nine years, with credif to himsgelf and to
the complete satisfaction of the people placed under his charge,
earning the title of ‘bhe good gentleman’. He is described as
ha.vmg been ‘in every wespect the fathor of the fatherless and
the help of the poor’. The country round about Kandane
abounded in game, and Walbeoff, whose duties were [or the mosb
part outidoor, went about on horseback with a gun alwaye ab
hand, for he was fond of eport. On ore oceasion a villager was
attacked by a leopard in the town of Negombo and badly woimd-
ad. Walbeofl went in pursnit of the brute on horseback armaed
with a double-barreiled gun, followed by a servant carrying a
rifle. Spying the leopard in a small patch of jungle, he fired but
only succeeded in wounding the animal, who sprang on him,
mauling him severely. After a time it released its hold and
retreated info the jungle, where Walbeoff boldly iollowed ir
spitie of his Wounds and shot it through the heart

It was his great Iove for hunbin” that brought John

-Walbeolt’s life to a premature end. While hunting deer one

day at Kadirane, his horse carried him with violence againgh a
tree, ¢ causing him severe injuries. ~ His Assistants, Caulfield and
Waring, quickly put him info a carriage, and were taking him
to Colombo for medical assistance, when he died in Silversmith
Btreet before he could be seen by a Doctor. According fo tra-

_ dition, the accident took place on the estate which was after.

warde called Waringbungalowatte., The tree was sz cashew-
nut tree, and in the herd of desv Lt Walbeoff saw was one
that was millk white. The funeral took place in Colomhbo and
was well attended, the Governmor and soveml high Civil and
Military Officers being present,

Walbeoff figures very prominently in the * " Autobiography

_of a Periya Durai’’ by William Boyd, a planter of note, which

was published as a serial in the Ceylon Literary Register in the

. eighties.. The following extract may be of interest, though it is
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only fair to say that Mr. J. P. Lewis tegarded the incident re-
ferred to as ** imaginary or partly founded on fact .

This gentleman’s name was Walbeoff, a Dutchman, I believe, and of a
good family, Some of his children are still living in the country, and yon
may perhaps have met them. Well, this Walbeoff had the chief superin-—
tendence of the whole of the cinnamon gardens along the coast, His powers
were very extensive and his income was large. This old bungalow was his
principal residence, and he ruled over the whole of this extensive district
like a Pasha or Rajah. The poor devils of cinnamon cutters irembled at
the sound of his horse’s hoofs. Walbéoff had a young and handsome wife,
vain, light-hearted, and much given to flirting. In those days, only, how-
ever, by-the-bye, some twenty or thirty vears ago, there was a much larger
force of military stationed in the island than there is at present. Game, big
game, such as elephants, buffaloes and deer, was much more abundant, and
the officers, when they could get leave of absence, made up parties to scour
the jungles in quest of it. Walbeoff was a hospitable fellow and kept open
house, so far as the higher class of European officials, both civil and mili-
tary, was congerned, and there was, in consequence, a flax and refiux of
- visitors going and coming to Lis hospitable mansion., Amongst others, &
General’s officer, I think his name was Smith or Brown, or some very ple-
beian one of that sort, was a frequent visitor. He was a blustering, over-
bearing sort of fellow, and affected a superiority over his Dutch host, which
did not agree very weil with the proud spirit of Walbeoff. He flirted, De-
sides, very ostentatiously with the Dufchman’s wife, and she, poor soul,
seemed to take the General's attentions in very good part, in too good part,
it turned outin the long run; for on returning from a visit to some distant
plantation, Walbeoff found that his wife had disappeared, had eloped with
General Smith or Brown, or with whatever the fellow’s name was, leaving
bome, husband and children, apparently without regret or remorse.”

According to William Boyd, Walbeoff demanded satisfaction
in the manner prevalent in those days, viz., by duel. A meebing
was arranged, and after exchanging shots in which neither of
“the combatants was injured, the secends intervened and stopped
further proceedings. To quote Boyd once again:—" Walbeoff
returned to his lonely home, but there was no one now to wel-
come him but a crowd of motherless children. There was an
end of the fetes, the picnics, the shooting parties and all the
other gaities of Kadirane, and I can eagily picture to myself,
and have often done so, the poor fellow wandering about the
empty rooms and long verandahs of this venerable building,
unftil its very loneliness drove him mad. 1t is said that he was
never seen to smile again ; and when some time afber, his mang-
led body was found at the botfom of a high cliff, on the top of
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which his horse was found gquietly crunchlng the sweet grass,
the only remark that was made was, ““ Poor fellow, he never re.

“covered the loss of his wife”. As has already been shewn,

Walbeoff did not die by falling off a oliff but by striking agamsh
a bree.

“ Walbeoff marvied on 19th Yebroavy, 1817, Fane, daughter
of Baron van Lynden, Assistant Collector of Customs at Jaffna,

~and formerly of the Duatch army. She went o England in 1825

taking her children with her for their education. One of the
sons, John, did very well both in his studies and in sport, pass-
ing out from Cambridge as a Wrangler. He came out to Ceylon,
was employed in the Customs, and married the daughter of My.
R. C. Roosmalecocq. His son, B, J. Walbeoff, was for many

" yeavs Buperintendent of Minor Roads, Kandy, and was a highly

respected resident of the mountain capital. Another son of
John Walbeotf, Frederick, is believed to have been employed
in the Survey Department. He died on 24th April, 1849, and
was buried in Trincomalee.







