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DUTCH LADIES WHO LIVED IN CEYLON.
By J. R, ToUssATNT, .

Very little inlormation is available to us regarding the lives
of the ladies who tived in Ceylon during the period of the Dutich
cecupation from 1640 to 1786, This 18 not surprising in view of
the fact that, apars from the Duteh Governors and a few others
of nobe, we know scarcely anything of the men who fought,
Iahoured, and died in the service of the Dutch Ilast India Com-
pany. The Duteh records, so far as they have been translated,
are silent on the subject, and our only sources of information
are the tombstones and monnments raised by pious hands -~
the memory of some of the men and women of the day.
Generally speaking, it is only thoso of sentle hivrth whose
memory was honoured in this way, and natueally the women
are in a minority, They nuember only 113,

Considering the unsettled state of the istand ab the time,
it was not to be axpected that the very earliest Dutel arrivals
wonld bring thelr wives out with them. ‘They required time to
geb used to Gheir new surroundings, bub before the lapse of
many yvears the women followed, TFhe first Duich lady of whom
anything is known was the wife of Willem Jacobsz Coster, who
took Galle from the Portuguese in 1640 and was 16s first Com-
mandeur., She arrived in Galle on the 25th November, 1640,
to Join her hushand, buf he had already beon murdered ihe
nrevious August, a fact of which she was unaware. Shoe
vreturned to Babtavia, where some years laler she contracbed
another marriage.



32 THE JOURNAL OF THE

The name of alady of this period is associated with a very
unbappy ineident, During the temporary absence of Coster
trom Galle, certain valuables belonging to him, placed in a
senled bhox, were handed over to the custody of Lieutenant
Christiaan Swarh, who was left in charge of the Fort. Over-
come either by curiosity or cupidity, Swart, his wife Maria, and
a black servant left hehind by Coster, broke open the hox and
concealed the coutents. They were charged with this offence.
and Swart was sentenced to be whipped and put in chains for
25 years, with confiscation of goods, and to be detained in the
fortress Hollandia. The sentence of whipping was afferwards
vremitted. Maria Swart was sentenced to be taken to the place
of public exscution to witness her husbhand’s punishment, and
to confiseation of goods. The servant was tortured with water
and died in prison.

The first mention of the death of a Dutch lady in Ceylon is
that of Ina Bosemis, wife of Wilhelm Bosemis, who died on
the 8rd March, 1662, and was buried in Wolverdaal Church.
She was only 22 years old at the time of her death, and could
not have been more than three or four years in the island. We
can imagine to ourselves what the feelings of the small Dutch
Community in Colombo must have been on this, the first ocea-
sion of the death of one of their number. As the tombstone
hoars o coat of arms, the deceased must have been a member
of a family of some standing.

Of the thirty-two Duteh Governors, we know that some
were married here, and others in Baftavia, Holland, ov else-
where., As far as can be agecertained, the first wife of a Dutch
Gavernor to come to Ceylon was Jacomina Rosegaard, who was
a widow when she married Governor van Goens the elder, in
Batavia, in 1640. One of their sons by this marriage suceeeded
his father as Governor of Ceylon. On the death of Jacomina,
Governor van Goens married Tsther de Solemne, by whom he
kad a davghter named Hsther Ceylonia, on the oceasion of
whose baptism the parents presented Wolvendaal Charch with
8 handsome baptismal basin placed on a carved tripod sbtand,
which ig in use uvp to the present day, Sad to relate, the
daughter died the day after the ceremony. A stone placed on
the outer wall of Wolvendaal Chuarch, to which place it was re-
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mpved from the old Dutch Church in the Gordon Gardens,
poetrpetuates the memory of the two wives of Governor van
Goens.

The betrothal of Esther de Solemne to Governor van Goens
was preceded by a very infevesting ceremony, Onthe 4th August,
1667, the naming of three new bastions in the Galle ramparts
took place. It was decided by the Political Counecil that the
Governor, accompanied by the Commandenr and Members of
Council, together with Juffrouw Hsther de Solemune, Mevrouw
Maria Wennink, the wife of Commandeur Roothaas, and her
elder daughter, should perform the ceremony, the bastions to
be named the Bun, the Moon, and the Star, respectively.
Juffrouw de Solemne fired the first cannon on the Sun bastion ;
Mevrounw Roothaas did the same on the Moon bastion ; and the
yvoung lady performed a like service on the Star bastion. This
pleaging function was followed by the announcement on the
11th August of the engagement of Governor van Goens to
isther de Solemne. The first publication of the banns of
marriage tock place on the 14th Avugust, and the marriage was
solemnised in Colombo on the 8th September.

One Duteh lady died under peculiar circumstances. This
wos [lizabeth Mooyaart, sisber of Anthony Mooyaart, Com-
mandeur of Galle, and wife of Jacob de Jong. The Mooyaart
family papers thus chronicls the event uander date 21st October,
1747 :—" There came to sleep in the Lord in Galle our very
dear and most estimable sister Elizabeth Mooyaart, who was
married to the Commandeur there, the Hon’ble Jacob de P
and this whilst she was in good health and op and doing; and
whilst unpacking a box che was seized with & fit and expired in
a moment afterwards. However hard and sorrowful this blow

may be to us, we must put our trust in the pleasure of the
LOI"d ".

There iz & tradition that the present Duteh Church in
Galle was evected by a lady, Gertruyda Adriana le Grand, wife
of the Commandeur Casparus de Jong., " The story goes that
this lady, who had been childless for many years, made 3 vow
that if she should ever have a child, she would build & Qhuorch
as a thank-offering to God. Her hapes being at length realised
by the birth of & daughter, the present Church arose on the
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site of an ancient Portuguese Capuchin convent. Like the
story of Francina van Rheede, which will be referred to later,
this legend is not borne out by the facts. The erection of the
Chuarch commenced in 1752, whereas the child was haptised on
24th August, 1755, It is a fact, however, that the Church was
erected at the expense of Commandeur Casparus de Jong,

In considering the lives of the people who lived in Ceylon
three centuries ago, wo might form a better idea of Wha,t they
looked like if we had portraits of them to assist us. DBut,
unfortunately, the art of photography was not known in those

days, and it was not everyone who could afford to have his or

her porbrait painted. It has been possible to trace only one
portrait of this period in Ceylon, and that is one depicting
Rycklef van Goens and his family, painted in Holland.® Here
we see the Governor, with Jacomina Rosegaard and thelr two
sons, Ryckloft and Volckert. Jacomina is dressed in the fashion
of the day in a velominous skirt, and an upper garment with
white slesves, the shoulders being covered with a mantilla.
On ber head is a sort of cap looking somewhat like the bonnet
favoured by ladies of a bygone age. Ier features are large and
open, denoting kindliness of manner.

One Ceylon family at least can claim direct conneclion
with the wife of a Dutch Governor of Ceylon. Rubtgerus van
Kriekenbeek came out from Holland in 1659 as Bosk-houder,
aceompanied by his fwo children, Henvietta and Marinus
Petrus. The former married at Galle on the 7th Augusf, 1661,
Thomas van Rhee, who became Governor of Ceylon in 1692,
The marriage may have been the culmination of an engagement
in Holland, for both parfies were born in the same town, viz.,
Wyk-bij-Duurstede, and probably knew each othey as childrven.
Like the wife of Governor van Goens, Henrietta van Rhee has a

" atone to her memory in Wolvendaal Church., A silver medal,
strack on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the marriage
of this couple, is in the treasured possession of a descendant
of the Kriekenbeek family.

The mention of this medal reminds one of the Dutch
custom of celebrating the 25th anniversary of marriage, which,
with other custioms of our fovefathers, is gradusplly falling into

* See . B. U. Journal Vol. VI. Part I'V.
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disuse. One of the first acls of the happy couple, on the day of
the anniversary, was to attend a service of thanksgiving in
Church, accompanied by their relations and friends, when they
had an opportunify of reviewing their past life and of making
good resolutions for the future. Thig pious act performed, the
whole company would assemble at the houge of the couple,
where, after the presentation of a purse of silver, much con-
viviality prevailed. That this custom had a strong hold on the
Duteh is evidenced by the fact, already mentioned, that even the

Governor of the land and his spouse celebrated their 256h

anniversary, which was thought to be of sufficient importance
to jusbify the striking of a commemaorative medal. There is, of
course, this fact to be remembered, that owing to the shorter
span of life of oup forefathers, a 256h anniversary was a rarer
event then than it is at fhe present day, and therefore an
occasion to be worthily commemorated.

Joan Gideon Loten is known as the * Naburalist Governor "
of Ceylon on account of hig fondness for Natural History. He
matrried Anna Henrietta van Beaumond, daughter of Cornelis
van Beaumont, Independent Fiscal of the Cape of Good Hope,
She died in Colombo in 1755. In this case again, a stone in
Wolvendaal Church parpetuates her memory, while Governor
Loten, who on his retivement from Ceylon veturned to Holland
and died at the age of eighty, has the distinction of having a

cenotaph erected 4o his memory in the north aisle of West-
minster Abbey, '

One pufich Governor had to mourn the loss of two
daughters and a son in Ceylon. This was Joan Schreuder, one
of whose danghters, Susanna Engelberta, died at the
seventeen, and the other at an earljer age. Theretis
somewhat unusual cade of a Dufch lady who was able o claim
both her husband and her father as Governors of Ceylon,
successively, Christina Rlizabeth van Angelbeek was the
daughter of Johan Gevard van Awngelbeek, the last Dutch
Governor of Ceylon. She became the second wife of Willem
Jacob van de Graaf, her father’s predecessor in office. She died
on the 13th June, 1792. Her mother, Jacomina van Angelbeck,
died before her father succeeded to the Governorship in 1794,
Bhe had a sister, Apollonia Magdalena, who is said to have been
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present atb the funeral of Governor van Eck in 1762, and
sprinkled rosewater over the silver erown placed on the coffin.
Wooden hatchments in Wolvendaal Church perpetnate the
memory of these two wives of Dufich Governors.

There was at least one Baroness among the Duteh ladies in
Colombo. This was Henristta Tugendreich, Baroness de Reder,
daunghter of Freidrich Wilhelm, Baron de Reder, who was
Commandant of Jaffna, She married Cornelis de Cock, Opper-

koopman and Dessave of Jolombo. She died on the 15th June,

1778, and was buried in Wolvendaal Church.

It is a Dutich lady who furnishes one of the most remark-
able instances of large families in Ceylon. Barbara Bridgetina
Mooyart, the fourth child of Gualterns Mooyart, Administrateur
of Jaffna under the Datch, married Charles BEdward Layard of
the Ceylon Civil Service. By this marriage there were twenty-
six children, one of whom was Sir Charles Peter Layard,
Government Agent of the Western Province,

Several other Datich Iadies also married Englishmen in early
British times, Five of John Frederick Conradi's seven {or more)
danghters married BEnglish Military officers or Civilians. To
quote Mre. J. P. Lewis:—"Three of Commandeur Fretz's
numerous daughters accompanied five Hnglish officers to the
altar, for two of the ladies were fain to repeat the cersmony
with {resh partners. Two daughters of Arnoldus de Ly,
Gommandeur of Galle, led captive three Englishmen, a Colonel,
a Naval Captain, and a Master Attendant’. Many of these
ladies married at a very efwly age. Two of Commandeur Fretz's
daunghters wedded at the age of fiftieen, and contracted second
marriages within a year or two, whilea couple of others married

ati sevenbeen. A grand-daughter of Commandeur Fretz married -

Edmund Wood, Disfrict Judge of Mullaitivu, before she was
sixteen, and died a year later. The early age at which Dutch
ladies died in Ceylon is very striking, hardly any of them
living beyond their fortieth year.

The names of two ladies have come down to us. one framed
in a dramatbic and the other in a heroic. setling. The story of
Francina van Rheede has been told and re-told, but it will bear
repetition once again. On a rocky headland at Trincomalee
there stands a stone pillar supposed to have been erected in

- his conviction and oxecutbion.
o years earlier, when tha Fiscal o
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1687, and bearing an inscription to the memory of one Francing,
van Rheede. The story goes that this young lady wag ongaged
to a Duatchman, and the date of the marriage had acbually heen
fixed, when differen ges arose ag to the amount of the dowry and
kindred matters, with the result that the match wae broken off
and the prospective bridegroom obtained leave to yveturn to
Holland. As his vessel passed along the precipices that skirt the
sou‘u]‘:lern part of Fort Frederick, Francina van Bheede came
rushing along, and climbing the highest point, leaped down in.a,
frenzy of despair, and was dashed fo pieces on the rocks below,

_ For a long time this story was believed to he true until it
was s‘}_:laﬁtered by Mr. R. G. Anthonisz “ It seems a pity " he
Sa.l.d, to destroy the foundations of an interesting legend of
this kind, but I fear that the facts disclosed by the records and
other authentic aubhorities do nof support the story in any
way. Francina van Bheede appears to have been tha d‘aughﬁefr
of He.ndrik Adriaan van Rheede, Liord of Mydrecht, but she did
not die as stated, because she long survived the erection of the
monument, having in fact outlived her father, Some obther

explanation would therefore have to be found for the monu-
ment ', '

The same daubt does not attach to the story concerning

. Wilhelmina, Catherina, Leembt'uggen, the wife of Pieter Willem

Ferdinand Adrizan Van Schuler, the last Duteh Dessave of
M&bam. They were both assassinabed in their hed by a domes-
‘tie slave, who had hidden himself in their bedroom, and wha

u i ’ i i
sed his master’s own sword, which was bhanging on the wall
1

" for the perpetration of the fell deed. This he plunged into Van

Schuler’s breast. The lady, on being roused from her sle
the death groang of her husband, was stabbed in th
88 she seired the assassin fo prevent his making § escape.
The husbhand expired almost immediately, but the wife lingered'
lIong enough to be able to identify the miscreant and fo secure

ep by

A similay outrage occurred some

earll ! the day, Barent vander Swaan
and his wife wora murdered by their slayes. This had such an

. eff@@t on G avernor IS:L&C AUQUS‘JIH E{‘Un] ph tlla:b he dIEd Of the
o =
s ‘ . . |






