
1 
55i 

Dutch Ladies who Lived in Ceylon 
The Educational Establishments of the 

Dutch ID Ceylon 

Ganealogy of the Misao Family 

Genealogy of the Grenier family 

Notes of Events ... 
Notes and Queries 

PAGE 

55 

7S 

77 

79 

Contributions are invited from members on subjects calculated 
io bet of interest to the Union. MSS. must be written on one side 
Ktf the paper only and must reach the Editor at least a fortnight 
before the date of publication of the Journal. 

Pubhshed quarterly. Subscription Ms. 5f- per annum, post 
free. Single copies, if available, Bs. I'SO to be had at the 
D.B.U.E&lh 



BY 

Copies may he had at the D. B. U. Hall 

VOL. XXIX ] OCTOBER, 1939. [No. 2. 

DUTCH LADIES WHO LIVED IN CEYLON. 
By J. R. TOUSSATNT. 

Very little information is available to us regarding the lives 
of the ladies who lived in Ceylon during the period of the Dutch 
occupation from 1640 to 1796. This is not surprising in view of 
the fact that, apart from the Dutch Governors and a few others 
of note, we know scarcely anything of the men who fought, 
laboured, and died in the service of the Dutch East India Com­
pany. The Dutch records, so far as they have been translated, 
are silent on the subject, and our only sources of information 
aro the tombstones and monuments raised by pious hands 
the memory of some of the men and women of the day. 
Generally speaking, it is only those of gentle birth whose 
memory was honoured in this way, and naturally the women 
are in a minority. They number only II;-). 

Considering the unsettled state of the island at the time, 
it was not to be expected that the very earliest Dutch arrivals 
would bring their wives out with them. Thoy required time to 
get -used to their new surroundings, hut before the lapse of 
many years the women followed. The first Dutch lady of whom 
anything is known was the wife of Willem Jacobsz Coster, who 
took Galle from the Portuguese in 164.0 and was its first Com-
mandeur. She arrived in Galle on the 25th November, 164.0, 
to join her husband, but he had already been murdered the 
previous August, a fact of which she was unaware. She 
returned to Batavia, where some years later she contracted 
another marriage. 
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The n a m e of a lady of t h i s period is associated with a very 
unhappy inc ident . Dur ing t h e t e m p o r a r y absence of Coster 
from Galle, cer ta in valuables belonging to h im , placed in a 
sealed box, were handed over to the custody of L i eu t enan t 
Chr i s t i aan Swart , who was left in charge of t h e For t . Over­
come e i ther by curiosity or cupidity, Swart , his wife Maria, and 
a black se rvan t left beh ind by Coster, broke open t h e box and 
concealed t he con ten t s . They were charged wi th t h i s offence. 
and Swar t was sentenced to be whipped and pu t in chains for 
25 years , wi th confiscation of goods, and to be deta ined in t h e 
for t ress Holiandia . The sentence of whipping was af te rwards 
remi t t ed . Mar ia Swar t was sentenced to be t aken to t h e place 
of public execution to wi tness he r h u s b a n d ' s pun i shmen t , and 
to confiscation of goods. The se rvan t was t o r t u r ed with wate r 
and died in pr ison. 

The first ment ion of t h e dea th of a D u t c h lady in Ceylon is 
t h a t of I n a Bosemis , wife of Wilhelm Bosemis, who died on 
t h e 3rd March, 1662, and was buried in Wolvendaal Church. 
She was only 22 years old a t t h e t i m e of he r dea th , and could 
not have been more t h a n t h r e e or four years in t he is land. We 
can imagine to ourselves wha t t h e feelings of t h e small Dutch 
Communi ty in Colombo mus t have been on th i s , t h e first occa­
sion of the dea th of one of the i r number , As t he tombs tone 
bears a coat of a rms , t h e deceased mus t have been a m e m b e r 
of a family of some s tand ing . 

Of t he t h i r t y - t w o Dutch Governors , we know t h a t some 
were mar r i ed here , and o t h e r s in Ba tav ia , Hol land, or else­
where. As far as can be ascer ta ined, t h e first wife of a Du tch 
Governor to come to Ceylon was J acomina Rosegaard, who was 
a widow when she marr ied Governor van Goens t h e elder, in 
Batavia , in 1640. One of t he i r sons by th is mar r iage succeeded 
his fa ther as Governor of Ceylon. On the dea th of Jacomina , 
Governor van Goens marr ied E s t h e r de Solemne, by whom he 
had a daugh te r named E s t h e r Ceylonia, on t he occasion of 
whose bapt i sm t h e p a r e n t s p resen ted Wolvendaal Church wi th 
a handsome bap t i sma l basin placed on a carved t r ipod s tand , 
which is in use up to t he present day. Sad to re la te , t he 
daughter died t he day after t h e ceremony. A s tone placed on 
the outer wall of Wolvendaal Church , to which place i t was re-
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moved from the old Du tch Church in t h e Gordon Gardens, 
pe rpe tua te s the memory of t he two wives of Governor van 
Goens. 

The be t ro tha l of E s t h e r de Solemne to Governor van Goens 
Wfis preceded by a very in t e re s t ing ceremony, On t h e 4 th August , 
1667, the naming of th ree new bas t ions in t he Galle r a m p a r t s 
took place. I t was decided by t h e Poli t ical Council t h a t t h e 
Governor, accompanied by t h e Commandeur and Members of 
Council, t oge the r wi th Juffrouw E s t h e r de Solemne, Mevrouw 
Maria Wennink , t h e wife of Commandeur Roothaas , and he r 
elder daugh te r , should perform t h e ceremony, t h e bas t ions t o 
be named the Sun, t he Moon, and the Star , respect ively. 
Juffrouw de Solemne fired the first cannon on the Sun bastion ; 
Mevrouw Roo tbaas did t h e same on the Moon bast ion ; and t h e 
young lady performed a like service on t h e S ta r bast ion. This 
pleasing function was followed by the a n n o u n c e m e n t on t h e 
llfch August of t h e engagemen t of Governor van Goens to 
E s t h e r de Solemne. The first publicat ion of t h e banns of 
mar r iage took place on the 14th August , and t h e mar r i age was 
solemnised in Colombo on t h e 8 th September . 

One Dutch lady died under peculiar c i rcumstances . This 
was E l i zabe th Mooyaar t , s i s te r of An thony Mooyaar t , Com­
mandeur of Galle, and wife of Jacob de Jong, The Mooyaar t 
family papers t h u s chronicle t he event under da te 21st October, 
1 7 4 7 : — " T h e r e came t o sleep in t h e Lord in Galle our very 
dear and mos t es t imable sister El izabe th Mooyaar t , who was 
marr ied to t h e Commandeur the re , t he Hon 'b le Jacob de T 
and th i s whi ls t she was in good h e a l t h and up and doing, and 
whils t unpacking a box she was seized wi th a fit and expired in 
a m o m e n t af terwards . However ha rd and sorrowful th is blow 
may be to us, we mus t put our t r u s t in t he pleasure of t he 
Lord ". 

The re is a t r ad i t ion t h a t t he p resen t D u t c h Church in 
Galle was erec ted by a lady, Ger t ruyda Adr iana le Grand, wife 
of t he Commandeur Casparus de Jong . ' The s tory goes t h a t 
th i s lady, who h a d been childless for m a n y years , made a vow 
t h a t if she should ever have a child, she would build a Church 
as a thank-offering to God. H e r hopes being a t l eng th realised 
by t h e b i r th of a daugh te r , t h e p resen t Church arose on the 
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site of an ancient Por tuguese Capuchin convent . Like t he 
s to ry of F ranc ina van Rheede , which will be referred to la ter , 
t h i s legend is not borne out by t h e facts . The erect ion of t he 
Ohurch commenced in 1752, whereas t he child was bapt i sed on 
24th August , 1755, I t is a fact, however , t h a t t he Church was 
erected a t t he expense of Commandeur Casparus de Jong, 

In considering the lives of t he people who lived in Ceylon 
th ree cen tur ies ago, we might form a be t te r idea of w h a t t hey 
looked like if we had po r t r a i t s of t h e m to assis t us. But , 
unfor tunate ly , the a r t of photography was no t known in those 
days, and it was not everyone who could afford to have his or 
her por t r a i t painted. I t has been possible to t r ace only one 
por t ra i t of t h i s period in Ceylon, and t h a t is one depicting 
Rycklof van Goens and his family, pa in ted in Holland.* Here 
we see t h e Governor, with. J a c o m i n a Rosegaard and the i r two 
sons, Ryckloff and Volckert . J acomina is dressed in the fashion 
of t he day in a voluminous skir t , and an upper g a r m e n t wi th 
whi te sleeves, t he shoulders being coveted wi th a mant i l la . 
On her head is a so r t of cap looking somewha t like t h e bonne t 
favoured by ladies of a bygone age. Her fea tures a re large and 
open, denot ing kindliness of m a n n e r . 

One Oeylon family a t least can claim direct connect ion 
wi th the wife of a Du tch Governor of Ceylon. Ru tgerus van 
Kriekenbeek came out from Hol land in 1659 as Book-bonder, 
accompanied by his two children, H e n r i e t t a and Mar inus 
Pe t rus . The former marr ied a t Galle on t h e 7 th August, 1061, 
Thomas van Rhee, who became Governor of Ceylon in 1692. 
The marr iage m a y have been the cu lmina t ion of an engagement 
in Holland, for both par t ies were born in t he same town, viz., 
Wyk-bij-Duurstede, and probably knew each o the r as children. 
Like t he wife of Governor van Goens, H e n r i e t t a van R h e e h a s a 
s tone to he r memory in Wolvendaal Church . A silver medal , 
s t ruck on the occasion of t he 25th ann ive r sa ry of t he mar r iage 
of th i s couple, is in t h e t reasured possession of a descendant 
of t he Kriekenbeek family. 

The ment ion of th i s medal r eminds one of t he Dutch 
custom of celebrat ing the 25th anniversary of marr iage , which, 
wi th o the r cus toms of our forefathers, is gradually falling into 

* See p . B. U. Journa l Vol. VI. P a r t IV. 
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disuse. One of t he first ac t s of t he happy couple, on the day of 
t he anniversary , was to a t t e n d a service of thanksgiving in 
Church, accompanied by the i r re la t ions and friends, when they 
had an oppor tun i ty of reviewing the i r pas t life and of making 
good resolut ions for t h e future. This pious act performed, t he 
whole company would assemble a t t he house of t he couple, 
where , after t he p resen ta t ion of a purse of silver, much con­
viviali ty prevailed. T h a t th i s cus tom had a s t rong hold on the 
Dutch is evidenced by the fact, already ment ioned, t h a t even t h e 
Governor of t he land and his spouse celebrated the i r 25th 
anniversary , which was t hough t to be of sufficient impor tance 
to just i fy the s t r iking of a commemorat ive medal. There is, of 
course, th is fact to be remembered, t h a t owing to the shor te r 
span of life of oar forefathers, a 25th ann ive r sa ry was a ra rer 
event t h e n t h a n it is a t t he p resen t day, and therefore an 
occasion to be worthi ly commemora ted . 

Joan Gideon Lot en is known as t he " N a t u r a l i s t G o v e r n o r " 
of Ceylon on account of his fondness for N a t u r a l His tory . H e 
mar r ied Anna Henr i e t t a van Beaumont , daughter of Cornells 
van Beaumont , Independent Fiscal of t h e Cape of Good Hope. 
She died in Colombo in 1755. In th is case again, a s tone in 
Wolvendaal Church pe rpe tua te s her memory, while Governor 
Loten, who on his r e t i r ement from Ceylon re tu rned to Holland 
and died a t t he age of eighty, has t he dis t inct ion of having a 
cenotaph erected to his memory in t h e no r th aisle of West­
mins t e r Abbey. 

One Du tch Governor had to mourn the loss of two 
daugh te r s and a son in Ceylon. This was Joan Schreuder , one 
of whose daughters , Susanna Kngelberta, died a t t he age nf 
seventeen, and the o ther at an earl ier age. T h e i r l o the 
somewha t unusua l case of a Dutch lady who was able to claim 
both her husband and he r fa ther as Governors of Ceylon, 
successively. Chr is t ina El izabe th van Angelbeek was t he 
daugh te r of J o h a n Gerard van Angelbeek, t h e las t Dutch 
Governor of Ceylon. She became the second wife of Willem 
Jacob van de Graaf, her fa ther ' s predecessor in office. She died 
on the 18th June , 1792. He r mother , J acomina van Angelbeek, 
died before he r fa ther succeeded to t he Governorship in 1794. 
She had a sister , Apollonia Magdalena, who is said to have been 
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present at the funeral of Governor van Eck in 1762, and 
sprinkled rosewater over the silver crown placed on the coffin. 
Wooden hatchments in Wolvendaal Church perpetuate the 
memory of these two wives of Dutch Governors. 

There was at least one Baroness among the Dutch ladies in 
Colombo.. This was Henrietta Tugendreieh, Baroness de Reder, 
daughter of .Freidrich Wilhelm, Baron de Reder, who was 
Commandant of Jaffna. She married Cornells de Cock, Opper-
koopman and Dessave of Colomho. She died on the 15th June, 
1778, and was buried in Wolvendaal Church. 

I t is a Dutch lady who furnishes one of the most remark­
able instances of large families in Ceylon. Barbara Bridgetina 
Mooyart, the fourth child of Gualterus Mooyart, Administrateur 
of Jaffna under the Dutch, married Charles Edward Layard of 
the Ceylon Civil Service. By this marriage there were twenty-
six children, one of whom was Sir Charles Peter Layard, 
Government Agent of the Western Province, 

Several other Dutch ladies also married Englishmen in early 
British times. Five of John Frederick Conradi's seven (or more) 
daughters married English Military officers or Civilians. To 
quote Mr. J. P. Lewis:—"Three of Commandeur Fretz's 
numerous daughters accompanied five English officers to the 
altar, for two of the ladies were fain to repeat the ceremony 
with fresh partners. Two daughters of Arnoldus de Ly, 
Commandeur of Galle, led captive three Englishmen, a Colonel, 
a Naval Captain, and a Master Attendant ". Many of these 
ladies married at a very early age. Two of Commandeur Fretz's 
daughters wedded at the age of fifteen, and contracted second 
marriages within a year or two, while a couple of others-married 
at seventeen. A grand-daughter of Commandeur Fretz married 
Edmund Wood, District Judge of Mullaitivu, before she was 
sixteen, and died a year later. The early age at which Dutch 
ladies died in Ceylon is very striking, hardly any of them 
living beyond their fortieth year. 

The names of two ladies have come down to us, one framed 
in a dramatic and the other in a heroic, setting. The story of 
Erancina van Rheede has been told and re-told, but it will bear 
repetition once again. On a rocky headland at Trincomalee 
there stands a stone pillar supposed to have been erected in 
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1687, and bearing an inscription to the memory of one Francina 
van Rheede. The story goes that this young lady was engaged 
to a Dutchman, and the date of the marriage had actually been 
fixed, when differences arose as to the amount of the dowry and 
kindred matters, with the result that the match was broken off, 
and the prospective bridegroom obtained leave to return to 
Holland. As his vessel passed along the precipices that skirt the 
southern part of Fort Frederick, Erancina van Rheede came 
rushing along, and climbing the highest poinfj, leaped down in a 
frenzy of despair, and was dashed to pieces on the rocks below. 

For a long time this story was believed to be true until it 
was shattered by Mr. R. G. Anthonisz " It seems a pity " he 
said, " t o destroy the foundations of an interesting legend of 
this kind, but I fear that the facts disclosed by the records and 
other authentic authorities do not support the story in any 
way. Francina van Rheede appears to have been the daughter 
of Hendrik Adriaan van Eheede, Lord of Mydrecht, but she did 
not die as stated, because she long survived the erection of the 
monument, having in fact outlived her father. Some other 
explanation would therefore have to be found for the monu­
ment ". 

The same doubt does not attach to the story concerning 
Wilhelmina Catherina Leernbruggen, the wife of Pieter Willem 
Ferdinand Adriaan Van Schuler, the last Dutch Dessave of 
Matara. They were both assassinated in their bed by a domes­
tic slave, who had hidden himself in their bedroom, and who 
used his master's own sword, which was hanging on the wall, 
for the perpetration of the fell deed. This he plunged into Van 
Schuler's breast. The lady, on being roused from her sleep bj 
the death groans of her husband, was stabbed in the -1 ' _,en 
as she seized the assassin to prevent his making bis escape 
The husband expired almost immediately, but the wife lingered 
long enough to be able to identify the miscreant and to secure 
his conviction and execution. A similar outrage occurred some 
years earlier, when the Fiscal of the day, Barent vander Swaan 
and his wife were murdered by their slaves. This had such an 
effect on Governor Isaac Augustin Rumph that he died of the 
shock. 




