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CHAPTER I. 

The last bulwark of the Portuguese in the Indian Archi­
pelago, Malacca, was captured by the Dutch in 1641. Many of 
the native Christians of that place, and those from Goa, Macao, 
Cochin, St. Thomas, the coasts of Malabar and Coromandel, 
and Ceylon, understood only Portuguese, or that language 
better than any other. Of these many had settleo n Batavia. 
If theso Portuguese descendants were to be inst 3ted in the 
doctrines of the Reformed Church, it was necess y to make 
use of the Portuguese language. And so, since 163o, there was 
a separate Portuguese congregation in Batavia. The Kev. 
Nicholas Molinaeus, who had preached in Portuguese on the 
Coromandel Coast for five years,8 offered to,do the same in 
Batavia. The Church Council refused this, as it was thought 
prejudicial to the Malay congregation, but really out of envy, 
as, says Valentyn, "they grudged the industrious Molinaeus that 
honour". Later, when Molinaeus was appointed permanent 
Predikant for Batavia in August 1633, and was as such the only 
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one, then in 1634 the honour could no longer be refused 
him, and from this time dates the institution of the Portuguese 
congregation in Batavia. 

Already, in October 1712, it was asked whether preaching 
in Portuguese should not be discontinued, the reason being 
that Portuguese was being gradually displaced by Malay, and 
there was not a sufficient number of teachers. Happily, it was 
decided in July 1715, to continue the service in Portuguese till 
the native Christians derived more advantage from the services 
in Dutch and Malay. The last Predikant of this congregation 
was Abraham Anthony Engelbrecht,1 died 23rd September, 
1808. 

The renowned cinnamon island of Ceylon was in ancient 
times connected with the continent of India by the so-called 
Adam's Bridge. This costly jewel of the Company was so valu­
able that the King of Portugal had enjoined on the Viceroy of 
India rather to lose the whole of India than to risk the chance 
of a loss of Ceylon. The Dutch first came here in 1602. Van 
Spilbergen landed at Batticaloa, went to Kandy, and was 
received by the Emperor. One by one, the important places on 
the coast were conquered by us from the Portuguese, 1688— 
1640, and when we had taken Mannar and Jaffnapatam in 1658, 
we were masters of Ceylon. There were then, besides the 
above-named,the following important places :—Colombo, Galle, 
Trincomalee, Negombo, Mature, etc. 

Long before the island was quite under our sway (1641), 
there was mnch hope of Christianity. And that hope was later 
on quite fulfilled.3 Also here, as in most places, as soon as 
thoy were conquered, was stationed a teacher of religion, to 
preach to the soldiers and the Company's servants, but not less 

i. Son of Johannes Engelbrecht, Surgeon, and Catherine van Zitter. 
He was baptized in Galle, 6th May, 1759, and married Susanna 
Johanna Barendz. The family had been Jong settled in Galle 
and is now extinct in the male line, the great great grandfather 
of the Predikant, by name Abraham, being perhaps the original 
settler. 

2. The East India Company have even once thought of colonising 
Ceylon. According to a resolution of the " S e v e n t e e n " dated 
6th May, 1669, they wished to send some respectable families 
here, and prepared a Regulation on the free people there, dated 
28th August, 1670, Their t ransport was provided for, and the 
Chamber authorised to see to accommodation on board. 
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to propagate Christianity amongst the natives, so that God 
may use the victories of the Dutch arms to extend His name 
and kingdom among the people who live in darkness. 

In the 17th and 18th centuries, men spoke in. India of only 
one Church, not as now of two, a native and a European. The 
servants of that Church laboured among the Dutch as well as 
among the natives. 

The Church of Ceylon was divided into three districts or 
larger divisions, Colombo, Galle, and Jaffnapatam. In fully a 
hundred places inland there were native congregations, whose 
interests were watched by the Church Councils of these three 
chief centres. Only Colombo, Jaffnapatam, Galle (Punta Gale), 
Negombo, and Mature had their own Church Council and Pre-
■dikants. The oldest congregation was that of Colombo. It 
was also the most important. It had its first Minister in 
Ludovicus Bogaard. He was from Flanders, deputed by the 
Classis of Walcheren, and arrived in India on the 16th August, 
1660, by the ship " De Vereenigde Nederlanden". He had 
46 successors who served this congregation till our present 
century-

The Ministers for Ceylon mostly arrived then at (Colombo) ; 
from hero were sent also the letters to the Fatherland and 
Batavia, and it is from these circumstances perhaps that the 
Church of Colombo began gradually to exercise rights over the 
other congregations in this island. But inland, and along the 
coast, there were already from an early date, outside the chief 
centres, important congregations. In the province of the 
Wannies in the north of the island, so early as 1663, there were 
4,533 adult Christians.-'1 In the Colombo district there, were in 
1881 twenty-four native churches and Schools. On the 28rd 
April, 1665, there • is mention of over 130 Christians, who 
according to a muster made, attended our Churches in Ceylon, 
and- amongst them there were in Jaffnapatam and Mannar 
alone over 104,000, of whom 16,000 were children attending 
school. 

The number of teachers in Ceylon was often very fluctu­
ating. Sometimes there were some at Matara, Mannar and 

3. Baldaeus, Cey. P . 173. 
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Negombo, then again there were none at those places. At one 
time there was an unasked-for supply from Holland and 
Batavia; at another time sickness, death and transfers toother 
stations occasioned many vacancies. In 1670 Matara and Man­
nar had each a Minister, The following year, alter the death.of 
Kev. Jacob Corf, there were in Ceylon only three teachers- Yet 
there were in 1679 in the island ten Ministers, and in December 
1696 fourteen.4 The then Government thought that twelve 
Ministers were sufficient for Ceylon. , 

In each school there was kept a Register of the names of 
the local Christians, scholars and their pai-ents, which was 
once a year carefully made up. There were in Ceylon in 1688 
more than 180,000, in 1696 some 200,000 or 230,000, in 1720 
without doubt some 100,000. They were, however, nominal 
Christians and nothing more. Those who could repeat the 
Lord's Prayer, the Ten Commandments, and the Articles of 
Faith were baptized, and the protection of Government was 
promised only to those who embraced Christianity. By way of 
encouragement, there was allowed to the Minister by the East 
India Company a " Discipel-geld" (disciple money) for every 
one whom they made Christian. 

Now for some more observations on the congregation of 
Colombo. The number of members in 1662 was 79. The num­
ber of native Christians in the whole district of Colombo in 
168-1 was 24,753, inclusive of 4,033 children, 140 adults, men and 
women converted from heathenism to Christianity, and 368 
couples married. In the Jaffna District, there were, outside 
Mannar, 141,456 native Christians. And besides these there 
were, as it was said, still 100 Roman Catholics. It was then, 
more or less, an " Elcclesia Ambulatoria" : some Company's 
servants arrive, others return, as their duties demanded it, as 
was the case in India. The Churches of congregations belong­
ing to Colombo were 80 in 1704, and the Christians 22,339. And 
some years before, there were in Jaffnapatam 150,000, according 
to others, 180,364, native Christians. 

4. 1 J P E I J e n D E R M O U T . Geschied cler Hervormde Kerk I I I , 393 
en aant . Cl. 204. Hofstede t . a . p . 1,215. 
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The last return is found in the letters of Hermanns 
Specht,ri a man of good life, sociable, highly edacated, and fully 
competent, and who had been twice Minister of Colombo.6 A 
similar return is to be found in the letters of Dr. Adrian de Mey, 
dated Jaffnapatam, 6th November, 1690. This de Mey was born 
on the Coromandel Coast of a native mother. He was a vigilant 
and specially zealous man, who had learned Latin in Batavia 
and Theology at Utrecht. He knew Tamil as no one knew it 
beforehand preached in that language with great ease.7 At the 
end of the last century, 1780, there were still in Jaffna, Tamil 
or Malabar Christians. 

In 1670 there were in Colombo four Ministers : Johannes 
Voogd, who was well versed in the Tamil and Portuguese 
languages, and had compiled a Tamil Grammar, Jacob Corf, 
Laurens Hemling, and Arnoldus Oorschot, who had all studied 
at the expense of the country or of the Bast India' Company, 
the last also having been Scriba (Secretary) to the Ceylon 
Church Council. ■ These four men and the Hector of the Semin­
ary each took his turn at preaching for a fortnight. For a long 
time the Minister of Colombo served the congregations of 
Negombo, Calpentyn and Tuticorin.. 

In the first half of the 18th century, 1728, there was in 
Colombo also a Portuguese congregation. The first teacher at 
Punta de Gallo, also called Galle for short, was Anthony Horn-
hovius, the former Minister of Ermyes f?\ about whom there 
was so much stir in consequence of his remonstrant views. He 
went from Batavia to Galle on the 6th October, 1642. He had 
46 successors. 

When Philip Baldaeus, afterwards Minister at Geervliet, 
was at "Turreangulari ", as teacher, and conducted service in 
Portuguese and Dutch, there were in the kingdom of Jaffna­
patam 24 congregations without a Minister (1658). This coun­
try was thickly populated, it had 159 villages, under 24 native 

5. One Catherine Specht of Jaffna married there 9th July, 1643, 
P ie te rvan Regenmorten of Schoonhaven, Opperkoopman. She 
afterwaids married, as widow in Batavia, 13th August, 1644, 
Rev. Laurentius Persant of Middleburg, widower of Sara Zeelst. 
She married for the third lime at Batavia , 10th February, 1645, 
Hendrik van Zeelst of Amsterdam. 

6. According to Valentyn. 
7. Fabricius P 6 p 599.591. The letters from Colombo 1684. 
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congregations, in addition to the Dutch and Portuguese, 
Amongst the native congregations alone, Baldaeus baptized in 
3 | years 5,799 children, besides 36 adults, and married 2,158 
couples, (1658-1661). Baldaeus was the first Minister of Jaffna-
patnam and had 29 successors there. Often he had 2,000 at 
Church, I t is also said of him that he has written a minute 
account of the religion of the Brahmins. 

In the fort of Jaffna there were in October 1665 only 92 
members of the Beformed Church, as at that time the greater 
part of the garrison was on an expedition in Ceylon. In the 
interior of Jaffnapatam 12,000 children were taught, and those 
schools were then advancing (1662). The number of baptisms 
in the following year came up to 12,387, of Christian men and 
women to 62,558, besides 2,587 slaves who were receiving 
instruction. For want of a Minister there, the service was 
read by a Tamil school-master. Also on the small island 
Mannar there were 7 congregations in the chief villages, with 
fully 8,700 Christians. 

Negombo (1642-1698) has had six and Mature three Minis­
ters (1685-1698). About Trincomalee we find it stated in the 
" Naam Register van Predikanten in de Vereenigde Nederland-
sohe Provincien" and in the " Naamboekjes der Indiasche 
Regeering" that this place was not filled in 1796 and following 
years. I t was taken by the English on 26th August, 1795. 

About the end of 1652 there was a Minister sent down 
from Batavia to Mauritius to baptise some children of the 
Onderkoopman and Chief there (1650-1654), Maximilian de Jong 
and others. This was Johannes Backerus, an illiterate per­
son, who had worked in the Brazils .in religious offices, and had 
good testimonials of his faithful services and devout character 
in the West Indies. This person had to make the voyage in a 
vessel by way of Ceylon, and return to Batavia by the same 
vessel via Ceylon. His instructions were that if the state of 
affairs in Ceylon required it, he should remain there after his 
visit to make up for the want of teachers. 

Among the Indian Ministers there were those who had 
been Roman Catholics, or those who were suspected of having 
been so, such as Fereira de Almeidaj Le Boncq, Emanuel d' 
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Auguijar, and Remonstrants8 such as Hornhovius. ■ And at the 
German Universities there prevailed in the last quarter of the 
previous century a widespread rationalism. No wonder then 
that fear seized the people of the Church in Holland. Nay, 
even for Ceylon, it was resolved that young men who had 
studied at Leyden or Utrecht should preach for the permanent 
Ministers only in case of need under extraordinary circum­
stances, and in the unexpected event of want of help. 

CHAPTER H. 

WOE SHIP. 

As in the Fatherland, it was also the custom, in earlier 
times to bury in the Church. We find this mentioned among 
others in regard to both the Governors Maatsuyker and Speel-
man. The latter was buried eleven days after his death in the 
principal Church in Batavia, with a magnificence as yet un­
equalled. His burial cost 131,400 rix dollars, including the cost 
of gold and silver-medals that were distributed. 

In the Churches at Batavia there were hung the coats of 
arms of many deceased persons who have held high office, and 
also of those of the subordinate officers of the Company. 
Much care was taken to keep these escutcheons in good 
order. 

The Church in the capital of Ceylon—Colombo—was in 
1675, in consequence of its dilapidated state, not fit for use. 
Religious services had therefore to be held in the hall where 
the evening prayer was said till such time as the Company 
found its way to build a new Church.9 

As regards most of the smaller places in the district or the 
interior of Colombo, we find it stated that about 1701 the con­
dition of the Churches and schools was satisfactory, most of 
them being strong and roofed with tiles. All the villages by the 
sea, we read, " have excellent Churches built by the Portuguese, 
especially Mannepaar and Bempaar, but they are now empty 
in consequence of the Portuguese being driven away, whose 

8. Remonstrants . Followers of Arminius who dissented from the 
decisions of the Synod of Dort in 1618. 

9. Letter of Ryclof van Goens dated Colombo, 12th April, 1675. 
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priests, nevertheless, come to the surrounding .villages to per­
form Mass, to whom the inhabitants flock in numbers. And 
although these people would be Roman Catholics, yet in their 
lives they are more heathens than Christians". 

The fines imposed in Ceylon by way of punishment in the 
beginning of the 18th century were used to build Churches and 
schools. This means was resorted to out of sheer necessity, 
and was yet not sufficient. 

Sometimes .the native Churches and schools were very 
much neglected as in the district of Colombo about 3707. The 
Governor of Ceylon, Mr. Isaac Augustus Rumpb, died June 
1723, and left a fine Church in Cotta which at his death was 
almost completed.10 

At Point de Galle there were some tolerably large 
Ohurches; in one of them the service in the forenoon was for 
the Dutch, and in the afternoon for the Sinhalese. In 1675 
there was a proposal to build a new Church, a plan of which 
was even made. 

When the Bast India Company, had conquered the thickly 
populated kingdom of Jaffnapatam in the peninsula of that 
name, in the middle of the seventeenth century, they found 
there more than 20 Roman Catholic Churches, and among them 
large and fine buildings with spacious schools and pleasant par­
sonages, which they took possession of. There is a picture of 
" Kvuis Kerk " (Cross Church) in Jaffna in Valentyn. I t was 
built in 1706.11 In a memoir by Laurens PyJ, Commandeur of 
Jaffnapatam, dated 7th November, 1679, to the Opperkoopman 
Rutger de Heyde and other members of the Council, we read 
as follows:—" In each Church there had to be 2 or 3 weavers to 

io . In 1688-89 Daalmans writes as follows of Colombo: " I n the 
middle of the street stands the Church which lies north and 
south and is one relic of the fifty Churches tha t in the t ime of 
the Portuguese stood in the districts of Colombo, Negombo and 
Galle, and it did not differ much from them, but was also in 
ruins when I was there, and the ground was all marked off for 
the building of a new one close by, but thus it remained. 

11. Built by Martinus Leusekan during the administration of Adrian 
vander Duyn. Martinus Leuskan was married (1) to Helena 
Hansz and (2) to Johanna, daughter of Paulus de Barros, Com­
mandant of Seeduwake under the Portuguese), Vedahn of the 
Elephants, Jaffna 1682 under the Dutch, and Anthonia Leitoa 
de Silva, a native of Kalutara. (Translator). 
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beat the "tablinhos ! ' 1 8 before the church, but if there any low 
castes which can be used for this purpose it will be good to 
bring them altogether ". 

At the capture of Sundecouli,13 close to Jaffna, two Chur­
ches were found, the Chief Church of the Jesuits and of the 
Dominicans. In one of these Baldaeus preached his thanks­
giving sermon 19th March, 1658, from Paulus 20.7.ld: Baldaeus 
gives in his work on Ceylon descriptions and views of many 
Churches and parsonages in the various provinces of Jaffna-
patam, "We shall mention some as examples of many. The 
Church of Mallagam, built of lime and stone ; that of Mayletty15 

which was spacious and wide and had a chancel of coral stone ; 
that of Achiavelle,10 only completed in the time of the Dutch, 
for which purpose 100 rix dollars were collected by some of 
them, high and wide, and large enough for 2,000 men; that of 
Oudewil,17 with a house of stone ; that of Battecbtte,1 8 with a 
very high and raised parsonage with a flat roof; that of Pant-
eripou,19 with houses for the parson standing on arches, with 
a nice gallery and two large rooms ; that of Changane, Manipay, 
Vanarpone, Nalour, Sundecouli, and those of the other Pro­
vinces in Jaffnapatam. Some of the Churches are of coral 
stone, others of baked stone, of clay, or of earth, and some roofed 
with " a t t a p " (Kadjan) or leaves of the palm tree. The 
Churches of Mallagam and Achiaveli were completed and the 
wood work finished (17th century) and dedicated to the service 
of the Reformed Church by the voluntary contributions of the 
congregations (natives). 

When it was too warm in the Churches (at Jaffnapatam), 
the service was conducted outside to avoid the great heat and 

12. See Jl R.A.S., C.B.^Vol. io , No. 35. P- i6S (Translator). I think 
things which serve the same purpose as the " long-longs " in the 
gardens of Java and the bells in Europe. Among the 2S various 
castes in the Dissavony of Colombo about 1707 were fisher folk, 
black and silver-smiths, carpenters, brass-founders, stone-cutters, 
potters, sugar-makers, clmnam-burners, barbers, etc. Also 
tablingeros-sextons or bell-ringers. I t is only a conjecture 
(Valentyn-Byzondere Zaken van Ceilon—Cl 325 & 326.) 

13. Sundecouli. Modern spelling Chundukuli. 
14. Baldaeus. Ceylon, p . 154, 155. 
15. Mayle t ty . Modern spelling Myliddy. 
16. Achiavelli. „ „ Atchivelly. 
17. Oudewil. ,, ,, Uduvii. 
18. Bat tecot te . „ „ Batticotta or Tamil Vadukoddai. 
19. Panteripou. ,, ,? Pandiruppu. 
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c loseness caused by t h e crowd of people, as for i n s t ance , unde r 
a t a m a r i n d t ree at P a r e t c h e r y , where now and t h e n t h r e e 
t h o u s a n d people were presen t . I n t he is land of M a n n a r in 
Ceylon t h e r e were two Churches , t he kas teel kerk (Castle or 
F o r t Church ) and t h e Stads-kerk (City Church) . B u t about 
t he end of t h e . l a s t c e n t u r y (1791) t h e r e had been for a long 
t i m e no Dutch Minis te r t h e r e . At Aripou (Aripo), be tween the 
is land of Ca lpen tyn and Mannar , on t h e main land of Ceylon, 
t h e r e was a Chr i s t i an Church made " reformed " in t he time" of 
Baldaeus , and a t Man to t t e (opposite Mannar ) in t h e land of t h e 
Wann ies , also a n o t h e r C h u r c h . 3 0 

I n the ' early years of our occupat ion of t he Indies , of course, 
o rgans were not hea rd of in t b e Churches . We find t h e m men­
t ioned only la ter . Assent to sending an organ from Hol land to 
India to t h e address of t h e " Ord inary Councillor ", Will iam 
van O u d h o o r n , a i a t Ba tav ia , was given by the Di rec to rs of t he 
Bas t India Company only on condit ion t h a t it should go to 
t he congregat ion of Ba tav ia after his dea th , Begarding an­
o the r organ, i t was al lowed to be sen t to J a v a to t he Minis ter 
a t Ba tav ia , J o h a n n e s H e n r i c u s Heydeggers . Th is w a s placed 
in t h e "B innen Kerk" of t h e Por tuguese congregat ion, and was 
t h e first organ in tended for use in Church in t h e Bu tch E a s t 
Indies . I n 1744 the re was s e n t a n o t h e r organ to t he E a s t 
Indies , packed in six boxes, of wh ich the " ea rnes t money " was 
paid. This was in t ended for t h e L u t h e r a n Church . . The 
organis t s a t B a t a v i a were paid 16, 20 and 24 rix-dollars a 
m o n t h ; t hose a t Coromandel 20 f. The min i s t e r s had, in t h e 
Churches wi th larger congregat ions , special pews. Those who 
were suspended from office were specially forbidden to t ake 
the i r s ea t s t h e r e . This happened, among o the r in s t ances , in 
1664 in t he case of t he Minis ter , Johannes Na than ie l Donker , 
who was dismissed from office in Ceylon and wen t to Ba tav ia . 

(To be Continued). 

20. Letter from the Classis at Amsterdam to Dr. Johannes van Breyl 
at Paleacottah dated 10th December, 1649. 

s i . Afterwards Governor-General. 
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{Compiled by Mr. D. V. AlUndorff.) 

I. 

Carl Eredrich Ebell of Nieuw-Rupin, Middiemark, Chief of 
Mannar, married at Jaffna:— 

(a) 266h June 1768, Hendrica Catbarina Schrader, born 25fch 
May 1751, died 13bh October 1768, daughter of Hendrik 
Schrader, Boekbouder, and Anna Catbarina Cuyk van 
Mierop. (D.B.U. Journal , Vol. VI, page 70)." 

(b) — Verwyk. 
Of the second marriage, he had :— 

1 Adriaan Hendrik, who follows under I I . 

I I . 
Adriaau Hendrik Ebell, married :— 
(a) Anna Elizabeth van Hek of Jaffna. 
(b) In the Dutch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 22nd July 

1804, Pebronella Charlotta Gertruyda von Mullerfcsz, 
daughter of Eredrich Chrisfciaan von Mullertsa and Anna 
Gertruyda Elizabeth Medeler. 

Of the first marriage, he had :— 
1 Handricus Theotiorua, who follows under I I I . 
2 Carl Eredrich Isaac, who follows under IV. 

Of the second marriage, he had : 
3 Eredrich Johann, baptised 30th March 1806. 

I I I . 
Elendrikus Theodorus (Henry Theodore) Ebell, died 6th March 

1855, married in the Dutch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 6th 
May 1821, Maria Christina Gerhardina Palm, born 9th October 
1805, daughter of Johan David Palm, Predikant of the Dutch 
Reformed Church, and Johanna Jacoba Boogard of Rotterdam, 
He had by har :— 

1 Anna Henrietta Adriann, born 123h January 1825, married 
at Paumben, 9th November 1844, Henry Cherry, American 
Missionary. 


