
MO matter how you look afrit, this Rose's 
•certainly is a grand beverage to have 

around. Mix it with gin and you have the world 
famous Gimlet with water only added, it 
makes a delicious light drink...,..taken the last 
thing at night, after a heavy < veniog, you have 
the prince of all pick-me-ups. 

Why not order a supply or two now, in pre­
paration for the Season ? A telephone call to 
Millers, the sole agents for Ceylon, will faring 
our driver speeding with your order. 

Per bottle Rs. 2 .35 nett. 
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THE DUTCH REFORMED CHURCH 
IN CEYLON 1 6 0 2 - 1 7 9 5 . 

Extracts from a work on " Be Hervormde Kerk in 
NedeHandsch Oost Indie" 

by C. A. L. van Troos tenburg de Bruyn, 
la tely Pred ika t i t a t Ba tav ia . 

Translated by the late F. II. de Vos Esq., Advocate, and 
prepared for publication by Dr. II. U. Leembrug/jen. 

(Continued from page 10 of our last issue). 

We have already mentioned that , as in Holland, so in the 
Indies, in early times there was the custom of burying bodies in the 
Churches. This was not the custom only in Batavia ; it prevailed 
elsewhere and also iu Ceylon, On the graves were erected memo­
rial tablets, complete tombs, or simple stones, with inscriptions 
and family coats of arms, more or less in detail. Those of Ceylon 
haVe been collected and published in an expensive and fine work by 
the Hear Leopold Ludovici, entitled Lapidarium Zeylanicum, being 
a collection of Monumental Inscriptions of the Dutch Churchyards 
of Geylon, Colombo, 1877. This Heer Ludovici has also written a 
History of the Dutch ."Reformed Church in Ceylon. At a later 
period people were buried in the Churchyards. These burial places 
were always regarded with reverence. To alter them in any res­
pect, to extend them, So make a public road through them, to sur­
round them with a stone wall, etc,, special permission was required 
from the Government, and, if possible, given. The remains of 
many celebrated Dutchmen in early fcimea buried in Colombo, 
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ware in our century brought in great state to Wolvendaal Church. 
Burials in Churches were forbidden on the 6th February, 1798. 

The first funeral sermon known to as was that on Mr. Isaac 
Bumpf, Governor of Ceylon and Extraordinary Councillor of the 
Dutch Indies (1716—23), who died in Colombo. He was buried 
according to the custom in Ceylon, and according to the regulations 
of the Political Council. At the obsequies there were present clergy, 
elders and deacons, all in mourning cloaks. After the body was 
placed in the vault in the Church, the cortege repaired to the house 
of mourning to tender their sympathy to Mevrouw, the spouse of 
the deceased Governor, The funeral oration of the Minister at 
Colombo, Gerardus Potken, was delivered on 30th June, 1723, nine 
days after the demise of the Governor, The widow was present. 
The text was from the Lamentat ions of Jeremiah, Chapter 5, verse 
16= % The epitaph was composed by the Miniate^ Petrus 
Kalden. 

In Ceylon, compulsory attendance at Church varied according 
to the different congregations, but as a rule this island compared 
favourably with the rest of India, although even here were found 
a t tempts to be excused from going to Church, We shall give some 
examples from Jaffnapatam to furnish an idea of the state of affairs. 
The number of listeners at Mallagam in the middle of the 17th 
century was 600, who listened very attentively. At Maylet ty, from 
1,500 to 1,600; at Afcchiavelli, 700 to 900; at Oudevil, 900 to 1000; 
at Telipole and Batticotta, 2,000, a t Panter ippu, from 1,200 to 
1,300 listened very attentively. 

I n the beginning of the 18th century the congregation of 
Colombo was very indifferent as regards religious matters, in con­
sequence of which the week-day services had to be discontinued, 
yea, even the catechising was ab a standstill. The Governor of 
Ceylon, I. A. Bumpf, on the contrary, attended religiously the pub­
lic services, and reverently partook of the Holy Sacrament with 
the congregation. 

We must here recall tha t in terms of the Resolution of Gov­
ernment, dated 30th January , 1676, it was announced from the 
pulpit at Batavia that the ladies (Juffers) must themselves carry 

(i) De kroon onzer hoofds is afgevallen : O wee nu onzer, dat wij 
zoo gezondigd hebben ! (The crown is fallen from our head : Woe unto 
us that we have sinned. Translator*) 
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their psalm books to and from Church, to put a stop to the dis­
orderly crowd of slaves who otherwise walked into Church in an 
unbecoming manner, From the year 1658 or earlier, at Batavia 
and the outstafcions, there was the custom for all present in Church 
to rise from their seats when the Governor, Councillors of ludiaj 
and their wives entered or left, even in the middle of prayer, nays 

even at the celebration of the Holy Sacrament. This was carried 
to such lengths that people of position who refused to do this were 
sent back to the Father land. I t occasioned much disorder and was 

■a very shocking and offensive custom. 

Permission was first granted for the publication of weekly 
notices of services at Batavia in the 18th century. Of such a 
"Pi-edik Orde" 3 via., of Sunday, 27th October, 1799, there is still 
a specimen preserved. In it there appears the names of the follow­
ing Ministers, via., Professor Boss- Kauwertsa, Ondaatje, and 
Zomerdijk. 

In Ceylon, at Jalifnapatam, there were in the time of Baldaeua 
three services on Sundays and one during the week, besides the usual 
visitations to the congregations in the outlying districts. ' In 
Colombo, about the year 1662, there were two services in Dutch of 
a Sunday, and in the forenoon prayers were read in Tamil and 
religious instruction given in that language. In the afternoon 
Scriptures were read in Portuguese. This happened also each 
Tuesday in the afternoon. There were prayers every day in the 
evening at the residence of the Governor, and twice a day at the 
Hospital, and the Lord's Supper once in three months. In a letter 
from the Colombo Consistory to the Ministers at Malacca, dated 
May 1662, the good order of the services in Ceylon of the Dutch 
and Portuguese congregations was praised. 

The costume of the Ministers in the Indies varied at different 
periods. That of the first preacher at Batavia, Hulsebos, was 
exhibited at Utrecht at the celebration of the 2oth anniversary of 
the reign of our King, 12th May, 1874, As regards the appearance 
of later Ministers, their portraits give us some idea. We name 

.them according to order of time :™~Roberfius Junius, Daniel 
Gravius, Philippus Baldaeus, Francois Yalentyn, Wilhelmua 
Hoogerwaart, Josue van Speren and others. Theodoras Las wore 
a short waistcoat with " schorfcjeg " (lappets), loose trousers, and 
an extraordinarily heavy moustache. Johan M, Mohr wore a wig, 
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bands and gown. The three-cornered hat , lapel-rok and short 
trousers had been in vogue in Ceylon. The native proponents 
could not wear the costume of the Ministers, but bad to adopt a 
genteel and distinctive dress. They were further distinguished by 
the name Oeiloniensis, as in the Naam Keg. van, Predikk. Jatirg. 
1753, 54 ,55 , p. 329—30. 

As regards Public Devotions, in the Church at Jaffna, in the 
solemnization of marriages, the preacher had to publish three 
announcements or banns of marriage. Formerly in India, during 
the ceremony of marriage, the bride and bridegroom used to kneel. 
I t is well known that in the Eeformad Churches in India services 
were conducted in Dutch and other languages. The former 
Minister a t Rotterdam and Honorary Professor, Petrus Hofstede, 
says expressly that the Missionaries who went to India had to 
know four languages, via., Malay, Portuguese, Sinhalese and Tamil, 
as with these four languages one could get on well in the whole of 
the Dutch Indies, 

In Batavia, since 1634, services were regularly held in Portu­
guese. This language has remaiued in use long after we became 
masters of the Portuguese in the Indies, and was the " l ingua 
franca " of the west of India, viz., in Ceylon, the Coromandel and 
Malabar coasts, and the west of Sumatra and Malacca, in the 17th 
and 18th centuries. Indeed, Portugal had ruled a century and a 
half in the Indian Archipelago. No wonder that their language 
was in use then.3 In Ceylon, the Portuguese language was used 
in servioes for the Dutchmen of the Eaformed Church. The New 
Testament was printed in tha t language, and there was a M. S. in 
Portuguese against Popery. Still less punctilious were they in this 
respect (thanksgiving services) in the West of India, Ceylon, and 
the coasts of Malabar and Coromandel. 

Thanksgiving servioes were held for the following events : — 

C o n q u e s t s : Colombo, 14th May, 1656, by Franciscus Wijn-
gaarts (who died in 1669 as Minister at Sliedrecht). 

Punta Gale, 13th March, 1638. Celebrated at Batavia with 
great feasting. 

Jaffnapatam, 23rd June, 1658, by Philippua Baldaeus, on text 
Exodus, Chap. 17, Verse 15. 

(2) To this day many speak Portuguese in the interior of Ceylon. 
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On the 24fch February of the same year, on the conquest of 
Fort St, George in the island of Mannar, (" a remarkable feat of 
heroism ")„ 

The Fort Cays, (Kayts) close to Jaffna, 28th April, 1658, by 
the " Ziekanfcrooster " (" comforter of the sick ") of the ship Henri­
et ta Louisa. 

I n Ceylon it was customary before baptising native children 
to examine the parents in religious knowledge. If they were found 
deficient in this respeet, baptism was postponed till the next visit, 
and in the meantime the schoolmaster was charged with their 
further instruction. The same practice was followed as regards 
adults who were candidates for baptism. Those of them who were 
found deficient in knowledge and belief were noted in a special list, 
to be examined anew on the next visit, and if found lib were 
received into the Church by baptism. This was done to guard 
against disregard and profanation of the Sacraments. 

In Colombo, Arnoldus Lapin, or Lapijn, did not hesitate to 
make the 3ama endeavours to bring about the baptism of the native 
children at Matara, 1680—85, " t h a t the blessed Sacrament may 
not be administered to the dogs" . 3 a As regards the native (Sinhalese) 
congregations, they were Christians more in name than in deed. 
They refused to attend the services and to send their children to the 
schools, which Lapijn ascribed to their ignorance of God and His 
exalted nature. " Everything was done pro forma and on compul­
sion, and with the exception of two or three, the native schoolmasters 
took to their ocoupation more as a livelihood than through a love 
of the truth and for the salvation of their own souls and the souls 
of o the r s " . Eev. Lapijn gave this short description of their con­
dition and development. The adults appeared to be still more 
attached to Popery* He therefore placed more hope in the youth 
and the schools. But the number of idolaters increased without 
ceasing. " If" , so he wrote in his letter of 1680, " if I put them a 
question, they stand speechless, not knowing what to say. The 
best of them scarcely know more than that there is only one God 
who dwells in Heaven, and in the persons of Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost, but if I ask them what the special attributes of each of 
these Three are, they stand with their mouths full of teeth and can 
give no answer. One of them is actually thought to be a conjurer 
of devils, and I have resolved to make a dose investigation into 
(2a) Quotation from Scripture 
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this matter. With such native teachers, the condition of the con­
gregation can easily be conceived. This state of things was not, 
however, reached in my time, but I have found such to be the case. 
During my last visit there were some women who wished to have 
tbeir children baptized. One of them with a child in her arms 
appeared so inattentive during service that I asked her whether she 
knew where she was, and had to do with a God, who, although H e 
dwelt in Heaven, knew everything tha t was going on there. 
Whereupon she replied that she did not know who this God was 
and where He dwelt. There are also here various "devils' t rees" , 3 

of which two, surrounded by a wall and houses where offerings are 
given up, are in bloom. More than once have I brought it to the 
notice of a certain person—(a magistrate is, of course, here intended) 
that this sort of thing should not be tolerated, but was as often 
answered that we must not be too strict in these matters as other­
wise we would be driving all the Sinhalese out of the country " / 
During all my former Church visits I was always accompanied by 
an Ensign, the Heer de Groob,6 but since his death I had only a 
Corporal as my escort. Wha t an effect such a sight has on the 
Sinhalese can be imagined ". 

I n Ceylon it was not everyone who was allowed to communi­
cate, and an exception was made in the case of a laves. In 1696 
the Church Council at Galle consulted that of Colombo about 
allowing slaves to be communicants. Slaves from Batavia who 
could produce certificates were always considered members of the 
Church. As regards bhe elements for the celebration of the Holy 
Sacrament, one example in the year 1648 is mentioned, when it 
was administered to a person with water instead of wine. And as 
regards bread, this was not to be had anywhere in the Indies. 

In Ceylon, as regards the native congregation, when there was 
no clergyman, the following was the practice. In the Churohes, 
e.g., at Jalifnapatam, the Ten Commandments were written in 
large letters in Tamil on tables placed to the right, and, to the left 
the Lord's Prayer and Articles of Fai th. Of a Surfday the people 
had to remain ten hours in Church, when after " reading the Ten 
Commandments and the Creed, and the singing of a Psalm, the 

{3) Bo-tree (Ficus Religiosa)—so universally venerated by Buddhists , 
(4) I t is the same as with the repeated requests to destroy the Chinese 

temples in Batavia. (V.G.L.—-Prof, Veth, t .a .p. b l . 519). 
(5) This was either a mark of honour or for safety. 
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preacher read a sermon in Tamil, as all Churches were provided 
with a good number of sermons, to be used when the Minister 
was absent, a-nd then Divine Service begun with prayer was con­
cluded " . 6 

CHAPTER IV. 

C H U R C H R I G H T S . 

The Governor of Ceylon, Joan Maatsuyker (1646—50), pro­
ceeded very harshly against the Ministers of Ceylon, and the 
Deputatie ad res Indicas of the Classis of Amsterdam was requested 
to protest against this to the XVI I . Even the elders who signed 
this protest against the interference of the Governor-General with 
the appointment of Petrus Kesselems to Formosa7 were threatened 
with dismissal (1655) from the service of the Company if they 
persisted in their protest. The Church Council was also much 
displeased at the appointment of Philippus Baldaeua to Ceylon, and 
mentioned this verbally to His Excellency through the President, 
For this reason, that is, complaints of clergy being taken up by 
those in Holland, the Governor-General, Joan Maatsuyker, and 
Willem van Outshoorn, on the 22nd May, 1670, and 14th May, 
1674, wrote from Batavia to Ceylon that " n o constraint or 
authority be exercised over the Church Council ' \ 8 

But it was just in Ceylon that there was not such an unplea­
sant understanding between the two bodies. On the contrary, the 
people there prided themselves on the friendly relations between 
the Clergy and laymen appointed to the Ghureh Councils. In a 
letter written from Colombo to Jaffna, dated 1683, we read as 
follows :—'' The presence of the Honourable Political Commissioner 
in our Church Council is most agreeable. His Honour 's seat 
covered with red cloth is at the end of bhe table, and to prevent any 
misunderstanding, pen and ink are placed before His Honour to 
note our resolutions, which in cases of importance are taken down, 
verbo ad verbum, by His Honour, On his part, His Honour 
informs us in writing of the " proposal and confirmation of His 
Excellency the Governor allows us to note the s a m e " . That red 
scarlet cloth spread over the table, where the Political Coramis-

(6) Baldaeus—Ceylon, bl. 174. 
(7) In consequence appointed to Galle. 
(8) Hofstede—t.a.p. I I , U 3 . 


