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Dutch %wghw Union of Ceylon.
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THE DUTCH REFORMED CHURCH
IN CEYLON 1602-1795,

Extracts from a work on “ e Hervormde Kerk in
Nederlandsch Qost Indie”
by €. A L, van Troostenburg de Bruyn,
lately Predikant at Batavia.

Pranslated by the laie P. H. de Vos Bsq., Advocate, and
prepared for publication by Dr. H. U, Teembruggen.

(Continued from page 10 of our last issue).

We have already mentioned that, as in Hoelland, s0 in the
Tndies, in early times there was the custors of burying badies in the
Churches, This was not the custom only in Batavia; it prevailed
elsawhere and also in Cevlon. On the graves wors erected mema-
rial tablets, complete fombs, or simple stones, with inseriptions
and famwily eoals of arms, more or less in detail. Those of Coylon
have beesn collested and published in an expensive and fine work by
the Heer Lieopold Livdoviel, entitled Lapidarium Zeylanieum, being
a eollaction of Monumental Inseriptions of the Duteh Churehyards

‘of Jeylon, Colombo, 1877. This Heer Ludovici hag algo written a

History of the Duotok Reformed Church in Covion. At a later
period people wers buried in the Churchyards. These burial places
wore always regarded with reverence. Lo alter them in any res-
pact, b0 exbend them, fic make a public road thirough them, to sur-
round them with a stone wall, ebe,, special permission was required
from the Government, and, if poszsible, piven. The remains of
many celebrated Dutchmen in early times buried in Celombe,
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were in our eenbury brought in greab state to Wolvendnal Chureh.
Burialg in Churches were {forbidden on the 6th Fobruary, 1788.

The firgt funeral sermon known $o ng was that on Mr, Isaae
Rumpf, Governcr of Ceylon and Exbraordinary Ceuncillor of ths
Datich Indies (1716——93),_Wh0 died in Colombo. e was huried
aceording o the enstom in Ceylon, and sceording to the regulations
of the Political Council. At the obaequies there were present clergy,
olders and dsacons, all in mourning cloaks. After the hody was
placed in the vault in the Church, the coriege repaired to the houss
of mourning o tonder thelr sympathy to Mevrouw, the spouse of

the deceased Governor. The funeral crabion of the Minister ab

Colombo, Garardus Pobken, was delivered cn 30th June, 1723, nine
davy after the damise of the Governor., The widow was pragent,
"The toxh was from the Lamenfations of Jeremiah, Chapler 5, verse
16, * The opitaph was composed by the Minister, Pebrus
Kalden,

In Jeylon, eompulsory attendance at Chureh varied according
fo the diferent songregations, but as a rule this island compared
favourably with the raesh of India, although even here were found
attampts to be exeused {rom golng to Chureh. Wa shall give some
examples from Jaffnapatam o furnish an idea of the state of affairs.
The number of liskeners at Mallagam in the middle of the 1¥th
cenbury was 600, who liztened very abtfentively. At Mayletty, from
1,500 to 1,600; at Atehiavelli, 700 to 900; at Qudavil, 900 to 1000;
at Telipole and Batficotia, 2,000, at Panterippw, from 1,200 to
1,300 ligtenad very abtbentively.

Tn the beginning of the 18th century the congregation of
Uolombo wasg very indifferent as regards religions matters, in eon-
sequence of which the weel-day services had to be diseontinued,
yvea, oven bthe cabechising was ab a standstill, The Governor of

Coylon, I. A. Rumpf, on the contrary, attended religiously the pub-

lie services, and reverently partook of the Holy Sacrament with
the conﬂtega,bmn,

We must hera recall thah in forms of the Resolution of Goy-
ernment, dated 306h January, 1676, it was announced from the
pulpit at Batavia that the ladies (Juffors) must themselves carry

(1) De lkroon omzer hooids is afgevallen: O wee nu onzer, dat wij
zoo gezondigd hebben! (The crown is fallen fyom onr head: Woe unto
us that we have sinned. Translaior.)
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thelr psalm books to and from Church, to pul a sbop to the dig-

orderly crowd of siaves who otherwise walked into Chureh in aum
unhecoming manner, Hrom the year 1655 or eatrlier, at Batavia
and the oubtsbalions, there was the oustom for all present in Charch
to rise from their seats when the Governor, Councillors of Indis,

and their wives enterad or left, even in tha middis of prayer, nay,

even ab the celebration of the Holy Sacrament. This was carried
to sueh lengths that people of position who refused to do this were
sent back ho the Fatherland. It ocoasioned mueh disorder and woas

-a very shooking and offensiva cusbom.

Pormission wag firsh granted for the publieation of weskly
notices of serviees at Batavia in the 18th eenfury. Of sueh a
“Predik Qrde ', viz., of Sunday, 296h October, 1799, there is still
A specimen pragserved, In it thore appears the names of the follow-
ing Minigbers, viz., Professor Ross, K&uwextsz., Ondaatje, and
Zomerdijk.

In Ceylon, at Jaffnapatam, there were in the tims of Baldasus
thres services on Bundays and onse during the weak, besides the usual
visitations to the congregations in the oublying distriets, ' In
Colombo, ahout the year 186%, there were two services in Duteh of
a Sunday, and in the forenocon prayers were read in Tamil and
religious instruction given in that language. 1In the afternoon
Seriptures were read in Portuguese. This happened alsc each
Tueaday in the afternocon. There were pravers every day in the
evening at the residencs of the Governor, and twice a day ab the
Hospital, and the Lord’s Supper once in fhree months, In a letber
from the Colombo Consistory to the Ministers af Malacea, dated
May 1662, the good order of the services in Ceylon of the Duteh
and Portuguese congregations was praised.

The costume of the Minisbers in the Tndies varied ab different

~perieds. Thab of the first preacher at Batavia, Hulsebos, was
- gxhibited at Ubrecht af the calebration of the 25th anniversary of

the reign of our King, 12th May, 1874, As regards the appearance
of later Ministers, their porfraits give us gome idea. We name

" .them aceording to order of 6imo:—Robertug Junius, Daniel

(Graving, Philippus Baldaeus, Franceiz Valentypn, Wilhelmus

Hoogerwaarb, Jogne van Speren and others. Theodorus Das wove

a ghort waistooat with * schortjes ™ {lappets), loose trousers, and
an exbraordinarily heavy moustache, Johan M, Mohr wore a wig,



a8 THE JOURNAL GF THE

bands and gown. Tha three-cornered hatb, lapel-rok and short
trousers had been in vogus in Ceylon. The native proponents
could nob wear the costume of the Minisbers, but had to adopt a
genteel and distinctive dreass. They were further diskinguished by

$he name Ceiloniensis, as in the Naam Reg, van Predikk. Janrg.

1783, 64, 55, p. 188~ 30.

As repgards Public Devobions, in the Chursh ab Jaffna, in the
golemnization of marriages, the preacher had to publish thres
sunouncaments or banng of marriage. Formerly in India, during

the eeremony of marriage, the bride and hridegroom used to kneel,

It is well known thaé in the Reformed Churches in India services
were conducted in Duteh and ofher languages. The lormer

Minister ab Rotterdam and Honorary Professor, Petrus Hofsiede,-

says oxpresgly thab the Missionaries who went $o Endia had to
know four langnages, viz., Malay, Portuguese, Sinhalese and Tamil,
as with these four languagoes one could get on well in the whols of
the Dutch Tndies,

In Batavia, since 1634, services were regularly held in Portu-
guese. This language has remained in use long after we became
masters of the Portugaese in the Indies, and was the ''lingua
franca ' of the west of India, viz., in Ceylon, the Coromandel and
Malabar coasts, and the west of Sumatra and Malacea, in the 17:h
and 18th centuries. Indesd, Portugal had ruled a century and a
half in the Indian Archipelago, No wonder that their langunge
was in use then.” In Ceylon, the Portuguese language was used
in services for the Dutchmen of the Reformed Chureh, The New
Testament was printed in that language, and there was a M. 8. in
Porbugusse against Popery. SHIl lesg punetilious were they in thig
rospect (thanksgiving services) in the West of India, Ceylon, and
the coasts of Malabar and Coromandel.

Thanksgiving services wera held for the fbllowing evenfg 1 —
Conguests: Colombo, 14th May, 1656, by Franciseus Wijn-
gaarts (who died in 1689 as Minister at Sliedrechs).

~Punta. Gale, 13th Mareh, 1638. Celebrated ab Babtavis with
great feasting,

Jaffnapatam, 23rd June, 1658, by Philippus Baldaeus, on text
Exodus, Chap. 17, Verge 15.

(2) To this day many speak Portuéﬁ-éé_é' En the_mten)orofCeylon T
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On the 24th Tebruary of tbe same year, on the conguest of
Forh St, George in the island of Mannar, (' a remarkable feat of
heroism "). '

The Fort Cays, {Kaybe) elose to Jaffna, 28th April, 1688, by
the ** Fiekentvooster V' {* eemforter of the sick ') of the ship Henri-
etfa Louisa. ' .

Tn Coeylon it was customary before baptising native children
to examine the parents in religious knowledge. If they weve found
deficient in this respect, baptism was postponed till the next visi,
and in the meantime the schoolmaster wag charged with their
further instruction. The same practice was followed as regardas
adults who wera candidabes for baptism, Those of them who were
found deficient in knowledge and belief were noted in a special list,
to be examinad anew on the next visit, and if found fit were
received inbo the Church by baptism., This was done fo guard
againgt disregard and profanation of the Sacramants.

In Colombo, Arncldus Lapin, or Lapijn, did nobt hesitate to
make the sama endeavours to bring about the baptism of the native
children at Matara, 1680—835, * that the blessed Bacrament may
not be sdministered to the dogs'".?® Ag regards the native (Sinhalese)
congregabions, they wers Christians more in name than in deed.

"They refased to attend the services and to gend their children bo the

sehools, which Lapijo ascribed to their ignorance of God and His
exalted nature. ‘' Everything was done pro forma and on compul-
gion, and with the exception of two or three, the native schoolmasters
took %o their ocoupation more as 2 livelihood than through a love
of tha truth and for the salvation of their own souls and the souls

" of others”. Rev. Lapijn gave this short description of their con-
‘dision and development. The aduliz appeared to bae still more
atbached to Popery. He therefore placed more hope in the youth

aud the schocls. Bub the number of idolalers inereased without
ceasing. ' If "', so he wrobe in his letter of 1680, " if I put them a

" quostion, they stand speechless, not knowing what to say. The

best of them scareely know more than that there is enly one God
who dwells in Heaven, and in the persons of Father, Son and Holy
Ghost, but if I ask them what the spocial attributes of each of
these Three are, they stand with their moubhs full of teeth and can
give no answer. Oue of them is actually fhoughi to be a conjurer
of devils, and I have resolved bo make a elose investigation into

{2a) antatio:{fﬁ)m Scripfvd'fe






