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CEYLON, IN MAPS.
By )
R. L. BROHIER, F.R.G.5.

Tha unknown and bhe mygterious always possess a very
special fascination for the majority of mankind. Thus it ‘eomes
about that the maps of lormer days appeal to a certain side of our
nature in a manner that no modern maps with their beauty of
colouring and accuracy of information can rival,

Time wag, when the post Swilt, in facetious relerenca to
the maps of tho * dark continent,” wrota the following well-known
lingg 1

Geographers in Alric's maps

Put savage beasts to fill up gaps:
And o’er uninhabitable downs
Placed elephants for want of Towns!

This" happy expression very apbly sums up ths delights popu-
larly claimed for old-time eartography. Cteneral ideas on the sub-
ject have, howaver, since undergone some measure of change, and
old maps do nol a$ the present day atfract attention merely on
aceount of their sbrangeness and deeorabive gualities, There is
definitely something to ba gathered from the old-time maps hesides
the faseinabion of seeing a familiar country depieted in an unfami-
liax guise. There is also something more than that element of mys-
tery and romance introduced by the rieh picborial effect of finely
drawn ships, and strange monsters emerging from the sew, or in-
habiting blank spots on land, which ko some people ig the uhmm
offerod by the maps of 4 by-gone pericd.

Beveral old maps of Ceylon ameng the ecollections aé the
Museum, at the Archives, and in the office of the Surveyor General,
gonfirm and even amplify the Gechnique withily presonted by the



46 THE JOURNAL OF THE

posh in the lines guobed sarlier. In bhe light of thage limitations,
the earlisr maps sannot be said to afford any contribuiion to geo-
graphical ideas, and their special value has therefore to be agsessad
in diversa ways, Closer study digselosss that the majority of them
offer copious notes deséribing tha loeal history and topograpby,

" & feature on which modern map-makers do nobt appeat to place a

premium.

Before the birth of history, the adventurous Ishmaelites or
Arabs were the great commercial peopls of whose deoings aund dis-
coveries we have any secount. It may be conjectured that they
and their mora experiencad geamen, who pilofed tha fleets of Solo-
mon cenburies later in search of the luxuries of the Bast, were
likely to have known this Tsland, -

These circumsatances were parhaps favourable to tha acguisi-
tion aod diffusion of geographical knowledge, bubt geography being
in its infancy, the geographical facty concerning the Island could
not have exfiended bevond a collaetion of romantic marvels. And
g0, Taprobang, which was the name by which Ceylon was known
to the Greeks and Romans—probably from Topa-Eavana, ' the
fand of Bavana "—must have besn to EBurope nofhing more than a
name until the conquests of Alexander.

Pliny the elder {23-79 A.D.) is the first European writer to put
aside the confused notices concerning this island we call Ceylon,
. which had been previously eirculated. The principal features of
his account are derived from the information that fsll to his lot to
collact from the Ambassadors senti by the King of Taprobane to
Emparor Qlaudiug (44 A1), Since this new information wag
derived from those who declared “‘that which they had heard,
which they had sesen with their own eye, which they had looked
upon, and which their hands had handled”, the geographieal
account of Ceylon by Pliny olaims te have put aside fabulous
tales,

_ Neatrly a cantury later, Ptolemy developed the ideas of all hig
prodecessors to afford us the most remarkable map of Ceylon.
 Claudive Ptolemy, mathematician and geographer, wag an Egyptian
who buswd himself with his researches at Alexandria between the
years 127 and 151 A.D. He fixed his distances and constructed
his maps on the reporfs earried to him by mariners and by means
of the itineraries and journals of trading voyagers. It i true thag
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he lived in one of the great commercial centres and would appear
to have heen agsiduous in collecting waterial, But these were
imperfect and meagre sources of informatkion, as proved by ths fact
that he gava to this Isla.nd an area nearly fifteen times its actual
size.

Nobwithstanding this defect, Ptolemy's representation of

' Covlon is in fhe main remarkably aceurate. His map proves that

Ceylon of his fime had been theovoughly circumnavigated, and that
the men who gave him information of the Island had certainly
examined it fairly closely. Few of the place names marked by
Ptolemy even distantly recall their modern ecountierparts, bub
some can skill be recognised by the general reader aven in their
garbled shape.

From the eight to the eleventh cenbury, the Arabs, who ha.d
been familiar with Ceylon before it wag known to Greek or Roman,
exercised the same infiuence over the opulent commeres of Ceylon
which was afterwards enjoyed by the Portuguese and Dutch.

Authorities hold that the maps of the Arabian peographers
ware far behind their books.. The one who dwells most largely on
Ceylon is Edrisi.* He adopts the Arabian modification of Ptolemy’s
error, and carries Africa eastward and places it south of the shores
of India. He makes two islands out of Ceylon on his map.
"Saranda’, ha says, is 1,200 miles in circumference and “'Sarandib”

"18.80 miles long and 80 broad. The common error that the Maha-

weli Ganga divided Cevlon into two canbe traced back to the Greek
gaographars

. -It was only after Vasco da Gama doubled tihe Cape that moxe
aceurate maps of Ceylon began to be made. Incident upon the .
great development of Portuguese navigation, the palm for gupre-
macy in chart- -making passed to that nation. The supetb ornate-

_ness of Portugnese eraftsmanship is demonstrated by the maps of
Fernao Vaz Dourado, who is said to have received his initial train-

ing in map-making at Goa. e, and a contemperary worker who
wag also horn in India-——Diogo Botelho Pareirs, conhr:buted the
earliest special maps of Ceylon anﬂ China. :

“Tn the sixteenth century, Cypriano Sanchez, a Spaniard, gave
the Island the shape of an almost rectilinear pentagon, This map

* Oridrisi. He appears to have made a ma.p of the World on & sllver
plate for his patron, King Roger of Sicily.
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indicates the move prominenb coasb fowng, the best known stages
of the routes from Colombo to Kandy, states that Yala had been
abandoned some thrae hundred years earlier for insalubrity, locates
* ganks from which elephants drink ™ in the neighbourhood of
QGiant’s Tank, and marks the greater part of the rest of the island
ag " abandoned eountry ", ‘' impenetrable forest "', or more impres-
sively conveys fhis information pietorially.

A note on the map conveys the information that this represen-
tation of the Island of Ceylon was given by the distinguished Petor
Maneius to Gerhard Kremer, more famous under his latinised name
of Geradug Mereator, for ingertion in his atlas. The special value
of this map rests on a lengbhy series of geographicailand topo-
graphical noteg of a contempnraneous aga, in Latin text, on the
back of it.

“ Veilan”’, the topographist records, ‘' pre-eminent among the
islands, lies not far from the promontary of Comeorin, its circumfer-
encs is 240 leagues or asg others say 800 or 900 miles ”'. The climate
and fertility of the soil are raplurously expressed in ‘the following
linog :—  The mildness of the elimabe is remarkable and its tempe-
rateness beyond belief, for neither the summer ner the winter is

inelement.” The fertile land is for ever in bloom, Divers kind of

flowers are culled, so much ", the writer goes on to say, " that one
may sing with the Bard;
Bright Spring i here; Earth here pours forth the flowers
Of varying hue around the flowing streams "’

Oneo of the fabulous stories, which was cirenlated by the Arabs
in order to conceal from rival fraders the source of the cinnamon
supply, iz eorrasted in these notes, ‘' Cinnamon, which Herodotus
hag related is found in the nests of birds, especially of Phoenix,
grows in great abundance and pre-eminent quality "

A later map with the title ** Insula Zeilin Olim Taprobana
nune incles Tenarigim ' makes a distinet advance on the shape
given to the Island in the earlier maps. It appears to be a Datch
edition of the map of Sanchez, the Spanish carbographer, and

practioally retains the original letber-press. The only clue fo the -

date of thiz map is the deseripbive nole assigning a position fo Jan
Thyssen’s Batitery erected soon after the eapbure of the Portuguese
Fort of Batticaloa in 1688. Another map of French origin and
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similar in most respeots to the map last mentioned was produced
about the same fime by Siear Sanson, Geographer Royal. It
earries the title * Oeylon and the Maldives—The Island of Ceylon
which is tha Taprobane of the Ancients .

- The next map in chronologieal sequence is by Nicholas
Visscher, who came of a family of art dealors and engravers,
and the largest map-producers in Amsterdam. He was himself an
artiat of congiderabla merit, and had executed pictures of various

towns in Holland before he devobad his talent to cartography.

T An intoresbing feature in Visscher's map is the number of
fresh-water springs marked along the coast, Flags indicate the
various Forts and outposhs established by the Dutch Company,
while minute skstches of buildings, trees and hills, give a gmphlc
picture of the physieal appearance of the ground.

Very strangely, on the coash between the Walawe River and
Babticaloa, the topographical notes become specially copious; in
sequences these notes read as follows :—"' Tkrindi Oya, Pattenegala
-3 greab roek which is named the Flophant by sailors and where
there is always {resh water, Boilgpatte—the beginning of the Babti-
oalon District, here there is u close wabeh post with moafi; Buffalo
Stables balonging fo the Temple Tricol (Tirrukkovil), Pannichiotam
—from here to Batbicaloa the country is inhabited and is planted
with coconub trees ”

The author's knowledge of the Kandyan terrifory appears fo
have been very meagre. It would be rsagonable to assume thab the

. -map was issued before 1681, ag nons of the chronological informa-

tion afforded by Robert Knoxz in- his " Historical Relation of
Coaylon" has heen incorporafed. : '

"Qeylon onece callad by ifs inhabitanta Taprobane, the greatest
and likewise the richest Island in the Indian Qcean, most accurate-
ly engraved on copper and reproduced under the direction and ak
tho charge of Tobias Conrad Lofte, Tmperial Engraver, and Geo-
grapher”, ig the title of a map which appears %o bear a German
biag., I is closely founded on Visscher's production. Topographi-
eal notes in Gierman $axt are contained within san ornamental bor-
der at the leit top cormer of the map, of which a translation has

" recently been made by the Rov. P. Lucien Jansz, Among othor
> ikems outlining the topography and history of the Island, the old

tiale is recorded thab * the inhabitants believe that the terrestrial






