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THE STORY OF FRANCINA VAN REEDE.

By M. W, JURRIAANSE

It is rather dlsooncertmg to find that the only Dufich
woman who geems to have impressed the population of this
island to such an extent that her fame has survived the ages
should have achieved this merely by committing suicide because
of an unfortunate lave affair. To say the least of it, it is nok
fair !

The story of Francina van Reede, Lady of the Manor of
Mydrecht, has been told over and over again uncritically and
with more eve to romance than to the truth. This has done no
harm, as it has appeaved merely to he a legend about the

'd'a,ughter' of a foreigner who has been forgotten long ago—the

name ' van Reede” has apparently conveyed nothing to the
Ceylon higtoriang. . Posterity is often ungrateful. The some-
what melancholy "last phrase in the leading article in the
“Daily News” of 21st January, 1941 : " Though history may

.repeat itself, historians only repeat each other™, might have

been writben 4 propos of the history of the Lady of Trin-
comalee,..if only it had been history! Although I cannof
solve the problem presented by the mysterious pillar erected
above the Swami Roeck, an effort to straighten out the
facts and to place the persons in their proper surrounding may
help to do justice to people who should not be forgotten by the
inhabitants of Ceylon.

Those who are not familiar with the situation should know -

that, like most of the forts in this island, the fort at Trincomas-
tes, nowadays called Fort Frederick, is of I*ortuguese origin but

”‘Reproduced by kind ¢ouriesy of the “'Ceylon Daily News”, the title oniy
. being altered.,
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was completely rebuilt by the Datch. Tere fhe coastline,
broken by the windings of the Inner Harbour, throws out on
the North the rocky peninsula from which Trincomalee derives
its name. On this triangular hill ages ago three pagodas were
eracted, the central one being “ one of the most venerated in
India, worshipped by the idolatrous navigators who desery it
from the sea .." " The pagans ave o {anatical in their false
devotion that from the Pagoda .., they throw themselves down
in sacrifice to their idols, reaching the hotfibom in pieces, being
persuaded that by that leap inte Hell they are lifted to
Paradise ', reveals the striect Roman Catholie Portuguese histo-
rian, de Queyroz?,

The popular belief of today iz that down below, where the
gea breaks against the rocks, a temple has dizsappeared. Devot-
ed Hinduos, guided by a Brahman priest, regularly worship on
the rock., Just beyond the place where the priast performs the
ceremonies, on the summit of the Swami Roek, a tall pillar has
been raised with the inscription: ' Tof gedaghtenis van Fran.
eina van Reede, Tofr, van Mydregh, dezen A® 1687 24 April
opgeregh ’, or in English: * This has been erected on the 24th
April 1687 to commemorate Francina van Reede, Lady of the
Manor of Mydracht ™.

Guided by the thought that commemorations usually take
place after death, and perhaps owing to too great familiarity
with Dateh tombstones, so common in thiz Tsland, an early
Bnglish historian, Major Forbes, was guilty of recording the
strange story of the Lady of Trincomalee for the first time, In
his book ‘' Eleven yvears in Cevlon’, which was published in
Liondon in 1841, he calls this memorial ' the monument of guni-
cide ”2. Mo says that '’ firadition fills up the particulars of the
cabastrophe ”, but undoubbedly it is Major Forbes whe is fry-
ing to fill a gap in his own knowlefige about this pillar, when he
writes that Francina, seeing from her apartment that the man
to whom she was bebtrofhed was sailing away, rushed out and
flew along tha cliffs. After describing how the ship had to fack
bafore it passed along the line of the precipices, he makes poor

Francina poise herself on a projecting crag and plunge from the |

dizzy height. e even seems to know that her mangled re-
maing were rescued !

1. Vol. I, p. 66,
2z, Vol. II, p. 46.
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Major Forbes does nob mention his sources. The connee.
tion, however, between his account of Franciq&'s pillar and de
Quoyroz’ account of the pagods-hill is obvicus. In Major

~Forhes’ account, de Queyroz’ sailors are represented by the un-

faithful fianeé who sailed away past the precipice, the devoted
Hindus who threw fhemselves down from the rock by the un-

fortunate Duteh woman who is said to have been in love with
him. :

However much this na.rra.tive may appeal tio the taste of
tho publie, in view of the fact that it ig a rehash of the history

 of the pagodas and was made up into its present form between

1810 and 1840, no one will be surprised fo find that the his-
torians of the period know nothing about it. In fact, fihe clag-
sical Datch writers on the history of Ceylon after 1687—the
year of tho Liady's death—van Dam who wrote in 1701 and
Valenfijn who wrofe in 1726, do not mention the story. Tven
Haafner, the last author to write Ceylon history in Duteh,
‘whose book was printed in 1810 and who is a notorious old

"gossip in the matter of romantic love-affairs, does not relate

this one. As far as I know, the stone pillar is mentioned in the
Duateh records once only, in the beautiful and well written
diary of Governor van Imhoff's tour of the island in 1738, two
manusgeript copies of which are preserved inthe Ceylon Govern-
meht Archives®. The Governor is on his way to Jaffpa and
pays & short visit to Trincomalee, arriving by boat from Bati-

caloa. His main ohject is to meatb the Wannia chiefs and to
inspeet the fortifications of the place. He necessarily goes o
“.Pagoodsberg " {the pagoda hill}, Under Saturday, the 31stof

k - May, his secretary notes down: *“went to the pagoda hill where

the name of Franeina van Reede, daughter of the late Com-
missarig Generaal van Reeds, was found cut on a shaft, with
the year 1687, which shows that she too came as far as thig,
Nothing else worth mentioning ..”" Thig entry iz interesting,
particularly for what it does not tell us;

In 1738 Hendrik Adriaan van Reede was not yef forgotten
in Ceylon, as he was after 1810. The young and capable Gov-

ernor van Imhoff must have been forcibly impressed when he
‘saw the name ' van Reede' written on the '‘shaft’ as the

diary calls the pillar, The Governor must have remembered

3. Prel; nos, 1170 and 4001.






