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By J. B. TOUSSAINT.

Cevylon is ons of the few places in the world that have come under
the domination of several dilferent racas. The whele island, or parbs
of it, has ab various timeg bean ruled by the Sinhalage, the Tamils, the
Portuguese, the Duateh, and the Finglish, bub againgt none of these hag
go much uaomoerited eriticism been levelled ag against thae Duteh. It ig
not claimead for the Dutceh that their vule war entirvely beyond repreach.
They made many mistakes which wae, in thelight of our present day know-
ledge, have avoided; but a people must he judgaed, nob sceording to tha
standards of the age in which the judgmeni is pronounced, but seocording
to the standards which vprevailed in their own day. If this canon of
erificism iz observed, it will bs seon thab the Duteh were not so blame-
worthy ag they are made out to he. Their rule had its good noints as
wall ag it had, and iheir gsoeial life partook of the aame characleristioes.
In passing judgments on them, we must remember that they only
roflanted the spirit of the aga in which they lived, and were no worse
than cther nations who were govarned by the same conditions.

The Dubch in Cavlon have lang labouved under tha digadvantage of
not having readily availabla records of thoir hisbory, save perhaps only
Baldaeuz and Valentyn, and these hava only dealt with pavticular
periods, TUntil very recant timesg, the Dutch records were not easily ac-
sessiblo to research workers, the result being thatb historians have baszed
their conclusions on insufficient or incorreek data, or on theories which
have sinca heen exploded. 'The earlier writers of the British period
allowed thsir prejudices to usurp btheir historieal judgment, and later
writers have adontad their views withoub properinguiry, somatimes even
going [urther than the original detractors. By this process, a formid-
able indictment has been built up agsinst the Dubeh, shewing their rale
and their soeial life.in a very unfavourable light,

It is not possible within the limifs of a shorb paper to deal with all
the eriticisms that have besn levelled against the Duteh. It will be
guffcient to manticn orly tha prineipel ones. A {avourife chavga iz that
the Dufich adopted an attituds of servility owards the Kandyan Court,
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ing the most humiliabing postures befors him.*  All this may he true,
bub it is not true of the Dutioh alena.? Al Huropean nations who had
dealings with Hastern poteniabes at thig period lound it to their advane.
finge to pander Go the vanity of these despots in order bo gain trading
facilities. In the year 1632 & marchant belonging to a Huropean nation
other than the Duteh visited an Indian nabob, On being teken into his
presence he made oheisanee fo the nabob, who in return slipped off his

gsandals and presented one foob o the marchant to kiss, which the latter

twice refused to do, bub in the end dignity had to give way to expedieney.
It was only after bhis mark of respact to an Kasbtern court had been paid
that the nabob agreed to digeuss matters of trade,® 'This ineident is
only mentioned to show thal a good deal must ba lefi to the judgwent

of tha persons immediataly conearned, and thab it is cob fair to judgea

whole nation by the isolated acés of individuals,

The surrender of Colombo to the British by the Duteh in 1796 ig
anobher matter in which muech uandeserved consurs has been heaped on
the latter. Tt owed itz origin to Captain Robers Parcival, an officar of
the 19th Foob, who ook parb in the operations against Ceylon. He was
inspired by no kindly feslings towards the Dutch, aud took every
opporbunity of misrepresenting them and holding them up to ridicule,
He attributed tha surrender of Uolombo to inecompetence, drunkenness,
mubiny, treachery, and pusillanimity on the part of the Dubeh forces in
Colombho, He c¢ould not find language sufficiently strong to condemn
their conduct.* For a long time the Dateh remained under this over-
whelmiog stigma, and it ig only in recent years that the picture drawn
by Percival hag been found to be nol a true one. Mr. Antheniez and
Mr. Reimers exposed the weaknass of the charges, and the whola posi-
tion has been ably gummed up by Mr. Ti, A, Millg in hig admirable hook
* Caylon under British Rule "', from which the following quotation is
taken:—

“Tha Dateh seom o have made active preparations {or the defence
of Colombo, and sfrong datensiva positiony were prepared near the town.
Meanwhile, the British slowly advanced along the coast, and arrived
near Colombo sarly in Febenary, the Dubeh abandoning with little resist-
anoe their outlying forsifieations ........Van Angelbeek has baen accused
of traachery because he ordsrad tha abandonment of the strong defences
prepared north of Colombo, The charge seems unjush, sines the pressnce
of the British flest exposed the defenders to the risk of being cut off by
a landing party. Anofher reason for the withdrawal was the presence
of a Kandyan army north of the Kelani River and the possibility of
their outflanking the Duteh .8

Me. Mills continues:—'' Clovernor Van Anpgelheek was aceusad of
troachery hecausa of his surrender, bué tha charge appears fo be withoub
foundation, The Gavarnor seems to have dona his best to prepare for
resisiance, and thers ig no indication thak he considarad surrender until
7. Knox as reproduced in Philalethes’ work, p.p. 363, 354-

1

2. Pieris’ ‘* Ceylon and the Hollanders™ p.p, 10g—-111
3, E.F.Oten’s “ Travelsin India*’ p. 174
4-
3

Percival's “ Ceylon”’ p.p. 89 —g6
I.. A. Mills’ * Ceylon under British Rule”, p. 13
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about February 10, when the British were already encamped hefore the
walls of Colombo, The dominating factorin the situation seems to have
been the overwhelming strength of the attackers, and the helplessness of
the defenders owing to the unreliability of the native troops. Since the
British offerad terms far mare generous than Van Aungslhesk could have
expected, he can gcarcely be censured for deciding that his wisest course
was §0 agree with his adversary quickly ”'.* This effectually disposes
of the stigma under which a brave people have lain {for more thao a
hundred years. 1& is to ba noted thab recent events have shewn that a
surrender, which might sppear inexplicable to the lay mind, might yet
have been dictated by considerations other than cowardice and sreachery.

It iz often alleged that the aims of the Duteh in Ceylon were purely
mergenary ; that they paid their employees very small salaries, thus
compelling them to resort to dishonest means; avd that adminigtration
in the interests of fhe country was entirely neglected. This was nofthe
opinion held by the Directors of the Bnglish Hast India Company. They
were faced with the samse problems in India as the Duteh encountered
in Ceylon, but they held up the Duteh system as a model to their sub-
crdinates in the chief offices in their seftlements. Having carefully
stvdied the Dutch methods, they remarked tnat there was *‘ greas wis-
dom and peliey” in them, ‘' Our aim on the whola " they zaid, "' iz to
set up the Duteh government among the Hnglish in the Indiss (fhan
which a betber cannat be invented) for the good of posterity-and te pub
us upon an equal footing of power with them to offend or defend, or
enlarge bthe Iopglish dominions and unite the strengih of our nation,
under ong entire and absolute commard subject to us, as we are and
ever shall be, dutifully to our own soversign .7

The Duteh are aceused of having placed the interests of trade bee
fore everything else, but the early English passed a more generous judg-
ment on them. * The wise Dubch ' wrote the Dirsetors of the English
East India Company in 1689, "in all their general advices that we
have saen, write ten paragraphs concerning their government, their eivil
and military policy, warfare, and tha increase of their revenue, for ons
paragraph they write qoncerning trade ".® 'This effectually disposes of
the threadbars argument that the Dutch in Ceylon were tradsrs first
and then adminisfrators ; buk even if it were =o, thers is nothing fo
cavil at, because trade way in those days the primary object of all
colomamg nabions. It was sald of another trading Company thatb

*their calonlations ware in terws of the ledger and their ambitions took

ghape in the phrasss of the letter book. To buy in the cheapest market
and sall in the dearest was their guiding prineiple.’®

Another faunt flung at the Dabeh i3 that they prohibited the Moors
and Malabars from possessing house preperty in the Fort and Pettah,t®
, Ibid pp. 14, 15.

Galetti’s *“ The Dutch in Malabar,” p. 28
8. Ibid

9, Arnold Wright's ** Early Adventurers in the East.” p. 35
to, TResolvtion of Dutch Government dated 5rd February, 1747
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Tuig prohibition they luter relaxed and Moors and Malabars were per-
mitbed to pogsess house property in certain parts of the Petiah, Far
from condemnuing the poliey of the Duteh in this matter, the early
British Government regarded with indignation the attempts that were
being made by the Moors and Malabars tio obtain possession of houses
in other parts of the Pebtah than those allowed, and took steps strietly
bo enforee the prohibibion, declaring all purchases made by Moors and
Malabars within the prohibited arsa to be null and void.** It is to bhe
noted that this prohibition was only withdrawn after it had been in
operation for filteen years*®

Captain Percival wag the first wriler in British limes to draw
abbantion to the fact that Ceylon was nob preducing all the grain it was
capable of, He attributed it to the fact that the people of the country
bad no incenbive to greater effort owing, as he says, ' to the abundance
of spontaneous productions with which nature supplied them ™. This
was quite correct as far as it went, but he goes on o say: ‘The Duieh,
however, by a well-direeted peliey, and by holding out preper sncourage-
ment, might have ln a greal measure overcoms the indolenee aris:ing
from thege eauses, and might have taught them to know and appreciate
the comforts and enjoyments arising from industry and affluence.........
Thase measures, however, wera antirely overiooked and enlpably neglee-
ted by the Dutch Governors’.*®

Thia is a fagrant pervergion of the truth. Tha Duteh did all they
conld, with the means at their disposal, bo build irrigation works and to
extond cultivation by providing facilities for the acquisition of land on
pasy terms. Governor Sir Henry Ward, addressing the Legislative
Oouncil in 1858, said : ' The most thrifty of our predeecessors, the Dutch,
found it good sconomy to encourage the agriculture of the low counfry
by .costly works, which we have allowed to fall into deeay ; and I say i%
with regrab, ag an Baglishman, in traversing the Giruwa Pattu and the
fertile digtrict in the neighbourhood of Tangalle, the lsast observant
traveller may trace the exach line whete the Dutch irrigation sysbem
has ceasad to exercige its beneficent infiuence .

One hears a greabt deal aboub the severity of the punishments
providad by the Duateh laws for certain offences connected with the
pinnamon industry. It ie said that death wag the punishment for
destroying or stealing a singla ecinnamon plank.  This, if frue, may hava
bean the maximum provided in order to serve as a deterrent, just as wa
ourselves at the present day provide maximum punishments in regard

to a great-many olfences, but the guastion is whether theextreme rigour

of the law was ever enforced habibually by the Duteh for offences eon-
nected with the cinnamon plant. REven if they did so it would furnish
no ground for adverse comment, as people in the olden days held ideas
widely differant from ours about the measure of punishment for cerbain
offences, - Until not so very long ago the offence of sheep stealing was
punizhable by death in Englaund.

11. Proclamation dated 2nd June, 1817
12. Regulation No. 2 of 1832
13, Percival's Ceylon, p.p. 362, 363
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' Practices which at the present day are regarded as being entirely
in accordances with economic laws, were, when chssrved by the Duteh,

. attributed to unworthy motives. Take the case of einnamon. Many

writers make much of the fact that when the ¢innamen bushes yielded
s superabundant erop, hales of einnamon were burned, or otherwise
degtroyed, both In Ceylon ani Holland, to keep up the exorbitant priee
demanded and obtained for the spice, and they attribute thiz to the
cupidity of the Duteh. But much the sams thing happens at the present
day in regard to salt, which is a Government monopoly. When self-
formed salt ocours in places wheve it is diffienit to collect if, the salt is

. renderad unfit for use by being trampled on by cattle. But we have

never heard anybody inveigh against this practice as being harsh and
unjust, Tt is recognized as being a necessary and just.iﬁ\a.ble step in the
maintenance of a Government monopoly,

Hard things have been sald against the Dutch, but it is doubtful
whather a more eweeping condemnaticn eould have been pronounced on
slighter grounds than is contained in the following statement made by a
writer on Ceylon who was never in the island:—"' The Datch did nob
bend hefare the grim Molooh of religious bigotry, nor did they worship
at the ghrine of superstition ; but cent per cent was their faith, gold
was their object, and Mammon was their god”.** The writer in guestion
is the Rev. Robert Tellowes, who adopted the nom-de-plume of
" Philalathes ', The only marit in the quotation is that it furnishes a
good example of the adapiation of Biblical phraseology to seeular pur-
posas: as n sbatemeant of fact it is entirely wide of the truth, Expressed
in plain language, it means that the Dubeh were quite indifferent to the
olaims of religion, being actuated purely by mercenary mobives. I§ is
not denied that one of the objects of all trading companies established
in the East in the 17th cenbury was the earning of large dividends, bub
it is not true to say that the Duatch alone, of all nations, were actuated
by other than altruistic aimy, The history of their rule in Ceylon shows
what great importance they attached to the propagation of their faith;
and slthough opinions may differ as bto the methods they employed,
everyone ig agreed that they ware sincere in their desire to spread a
knowledgs of the Christian religion.

Tn this connection it is interssting to rocall the words of Bishop
Chapman written shortly after hig arrivalin Qevlon in 1845. He said:—
" Tha whole provinoee was divided into 82 parishes by the Dutch, who
built a Church, a manse, and a school-housa in each. Many of these
buildings still remain, some in ruing, others appropriated fo any use
which the local government may authorise. They are witnesses ngainss
us. The Duteh did more for the propagabion of a less pure faith than
wa do for the extension of our own, Woere British rule to become, in the
changes brought about by the providenee of God from vear to vear, a
fact of higtory tomorrow, no visible impress would bs seen of our faith
in tha wholg face of the land., With the Dutoh it was different. They
conquered, they colonized, often they eonverted the people. HEvery-
whare they built sshools and Churches, Hvarywhore to this day in the

14. Philalethes’ History of Ceylon p, 147






