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. BOOKS ON CEYLON.

- Nobody who hag not made a hobby of eollecting books on Ceylon
knows what a-'wide field they cover. First there are the books which
daal almost exclusively with the history of the island like the Maha-
wansa, Knox's Historical Relation, Baldaeus, Percival, Cordiner and
others., Then there are the books which deal with a specific subject
like arehaeclogy, numismaties, religion. spert, apd natural history. A

. third olass of books is wholly biographical or autobiographieal.. Next

comes that elnss of book which eontain easual references to Caylon,

' Tiastly there is the novel with a Ceylon background.

The M‘thawansam next to the Dipawansa, on which it is based

- the oldest historical book on Caylon. It deals with the peried 543 B.C,
“to 304 A.D. and was compiled, at Anuradhapura by a priest named
Mabanama batwaan 459 apd 477 A.D. The history of the period from

the point at’ which Mahanama stopped to 1788 A, D. i ealled the Sulu-
wansa. Part of it was written by a priest named Dharmakirti and part

" by a priest named Tibotuwews. Being written in Pali; the Mahawansa

and the Suluwansa were closed books ta the majority of people until the

“ yaar 1887 when Gaorge Turronr of the Ceylen Civil Serviee translafed
“the first 3B ochapters, while in 1889 Mudaliyar L. C, Wijesinha
translated the remaining 62 chapters and revized Turnour’s transla-
~ tlon. 1t is from the Mahawansa that most of our information regarding
- the early history of Cevlon is derived.  According to a well-known an-
‘thority, it is somewhab defectiva ag o history in that it says very little
" nhout the social conditirn of the Sinhalese, while it gives too much

atfention to the guperstitions of the Buddhist Klngs and bo the sUCCERseR
and misforfunes of the priests.:

Knox's Historieal Ralabion deals with his eapbivity in Ceylon for a .

"period of 21 years. It iy valuable for the full and trustworthy aceount

it gives of the habits and customs of the EKandyans and their rulers,

. One cannot help admiring the auther’s careful observation, his remark.

ahle powars of memory, hig shrewd humour, . and - hig uneommon geod
sense. His hook was.-very widely read at the time it was publirhed,.
King Charles IT himself, who read the baok talked for an hour with

' Knox regarding its contents,

\
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The naxt book of any importance pn Ceylon appeareﬁ 1n1672 when
Philippus Ba.ldamuﬁ. M!mater of the Word of God in C eylon, a8 he siyied
himself, published * A True and Fxact Desoription of the Most Celebra
ted Hast Indies Coasts of Malabar and Coromandsl ag also of the Isle of -
Oeylon'. Baldasus was of Duteh kivth, and was sent as Chaplain 6o
the Duteh forces opemting in Jeylon., After the conquest of the mari-

. time distriets, he worked in Jaffna, preaching the Gospel and sonveriing
the people to Christianity. Baldasug resurned to Holland in 1666 and
was engaged for five yoars before his desth in writing his hook, which
ia not often quoted as an -authority, as the Hnglish ‘transiation of it

which ig ths cue usually access:ble to the general reader, is not very
accurate,

After Baldasug, nothing of mueh imporkanse was weritten aboub
Ceylon until the early years of the nineteenth contury, when there ap-
peared a suocession of writers, nearly all of whom, euriously enough,
were military men, or men connected in some way or other with the
Army. Thefirst of these. was Captain Robert Percival, of the 19th
B:g ment of Foot. Ha appears tu have been a man of some education,
but be wrote his book with a strong hias against the Dutch.

Of gquite & different sype was the Rev. James Cordiner, who eame to
Ceylon as Chablain to the British forces. He sravelled a great deal and
wrote a mueh fairer account on information obtaiced first-hand. Hias
boolk is bherefcre]usbly regarded ag a faithiul authority on the evenss

* whieh ughered in the British oecupation, and is largely drawn upon by
ﬁhose desiring o have a true accotnt of this period.

Anthony Bartola.ccl broke new ground when in 1817 he publlshed‘
hig book entitled ** A View of the Agricultural, Commercial, and Finan-
- eial Tntevests of, Ceylon . This book has been described by a compe-
tenb authority as the only work ever writben on the economies or the
esonomie history of Cevlon., Bertolacei was a Corsican by birth, and
having coms uander the nohice of Governcr North when-the latter was
in Corsiaa, he- abnompamad him to Oeylon and was appointed o the
Ciyil Service.

Up to this time, the writers on Cevlon had dealt with their subiach
in tha conventional manner. Thers now appeared a writer wha adopted
a differe 1t technique, but whose work logt nothing in the albemps to
describe in verse whab his predecessora had described in prose. Captain
Thomas Ajax Anderson. belonged to the same Regimoent as Captain
Robert Parcival, and came ta Ceylon in 1801, In the preface to his
waork ha exp!ams thas during his eighteen yenrs of residence in Ceylon,
numarons objeety.of bennky had prasente’d themselves fo his view, and
these he had mbtempteﬁ to delineate in verse instead of in prose-—a lmblb
" first acquired in the long intervals of leisure ingeparable from his pro-
, fession. Ha adopted what is knewn as the ooto- syllabic verse, /metre

that was used by Sir Walter Seott in his “Tady of the La.ke’ The
following quotation is & good Bpeclmen of hlB styla ;—

] Here, from this elevated ground

I view the Pettah, stretching round !
With every narrow lane, and street,
Where men of many nations meet,
Moormen, Gentoos, and Cingalese,
Mix'd with those mongrel Portuguese,
Who boast indeed the Lusian name,
But recreant to their father’s fame;

Their torpid breasts no virtue fires,

Degenerate sons of valiant sires!
Unlike the ancient Lusian race, K
Who won the soil their sons disgrace!
Unlike the race, who at this day,

* Keep Gallia’s plund’ring bands at bay.

Those houses closely wedged in rows,
Where faint and weak the sea bresze blows,
And heatreflected doubly glows,

While clouds of smoke from every room,
The stifling atmoesphere perfume,

The Hollander's abodes declare,

‘Fhose sons of patience, thrift, and care !

In triumph once their navy bore

Their flag to many an eastern shore;

Once bold and independent; they

Have seen their glory pass away,

And now their free-born spirit broke,

They groan beneatha foreign yoke;
Methinks I view some patriot stand

Where the firm mole protects the land,
Sutvey thescene with sullen pride,

~ And as he views therestless tide,

In fixt despair I hearbim say—-—-

¢“These waves once owned my country’s sway;

Tho® Britoss now exulting reign
Unquestion’d monarche of the main!
And by a ruthless despot’s hand,
Submissive fails my nativeland ;

Oh! galling thought to earthly pride,
¥all'n te the power she onoe defied !

Hitby years after Captain Thomas Ajax Anderson wrote these lings,

another Ceylon writer very successfully followed in the ssme style,
“Mhis wag William Skeen, the CGlovernment Printer of the day, & man oi

* high literary attainments, and the aunthor of one of the most Tascivating

‘and ab the same time trustworl,hy books on Adam’s Peak.
‘poews ¥ vefer to bears the sitle "' The Knuckles ”, this being the name
given to a group of hills in the Matale District whlch, viewed from a
distance, resemble the knuckles of the hand.
cribe the seenic beauties of the district, while others brire ander review
goms of the principal events of the period. The fqllowmg lines will give
“a good idea of Bkeen’s style _

Five years from that eventful day,

Came, Ceylon’s destinies to'sway,

Sir Edward Barnes—a ruler born,

Whose high achievements well adorn

His .Cbuntry’s. annals, and who here
Design'd, consummate engineer,

That master stroke, the work well knows,

“That pene‘tmtes the Monntain Zone,

The book of

Some of the poems des-






