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BOOKS ON CEYLON. 

Nobody who has not made a bobby of collecting books on Ceylon 
knows what a wide field tbey cover. Fir&t there are the books which 
deal almost exclusively with the history of the island like the Maha­
wansa, Knox's Historical Relation, Baldaeus, Percival, Cordiner and 
others. Then there are the books which deal with a speeific subject 
like archaeology, numismatics, religion, sport, and natural history. A 
third class of books is wholly biographical or autobiographical. Next 
comes that cluss of book which contain casual references to Ceylon. 
Lastly there is the novel wi th a Ceylon background. 

The Mahawansa is , next to the Dipawansa, on which it is based, 
the oldest historical book on Ceylon. I t deals with the period 543 B.C. 
to 304 A.D.. and was compiled, at Anuradhapura by a priest named 
Mahanama between 459 and 477 A.D. The history of t he period from 
the point, at 'which Mahanama stopped to 1758 A. D . is called the Sulu-
wansa. Pa r t of it was writlen by a priest named Dbarrnakirti and part 
by a priest named Tibotuwewe. Being written in Pali, the Mahawansa 
and the Suluwansa were closed books to the majority of people until the 
year 1837 when George Tumour of the Ceylon Civil Service translated 
the first 38 chapters, while in 1889 Mudaliyar L. C. Wijesinha, 
translated the remaining 62 chapters and revised Tumour ' s transla­
tion. I t is from the Mahawansa that most of our information regarding 
the early history of Cevlon is derived. According to a well-known au­
thority, it is somewhat defective as a history in tha t it says very lit t le 
about the social condHi'n of the Sinhalese, while it gives too much 
attention to the superstitions of the Buddhist Kings and bo the successes 
and misfortunes of the priests. 

Knos 's Historical Relation deals with his captivity in Ceylon for a 
period of 21 years. I t is valuable for the full and t rus tworthy account 
it gives of the habits and customs of the Kaodyans and .their rulers. 
One cannot help admiring the au thr r ' s careful observation, his remark-
ahle powers of memory, his shrnwd humour, . and his uncommon good 
=ense. H i s book wag-very widely read at the time it was published. 
King Charles I I himself, who read the book, talked for an hour with 
Knox regarding its contents, 
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T h e n e x t book of any i m p o r t a n c e ^ Ceylon a p p e a r e d i n ! 6 7 2 w h e n 
P h i l i p p u s Kaldaeua , M i n i s t e r of t h e W o r d of God in Ceylon, a s he s t y l e d 
himself , p u b l i s h e d " A T r u e a n d E x a c t D e s c r i p t i o n of t h e M o s t C e l e b r a ­
t ed Easb I n d i e s Ooas t s of M a l a b a r a n d C o r o m a n d e l as a lso of t h e I s l e of 
O e y l o n ' " . Ba ldaeua w a s of D u t c h b i r t h , a n d was send as C h a p l a i n to 
t h e D u t c h forces o p e r a t i n g in Oeylon . After t h e c o n q u e s t of t h e m a r i ­
t i m e d i s t r i c t s , h e w o r k e d in J a f fna , p r e a c h i n g t h e Gospe l a n d c o n v e n i n g 
t h e people t o C h r i s t i a n i t y . B a l d a e u s r e t u r n e d to H o l l a n d in 1666 a n d 
w a s engaged for five y e a r s before his d e a t h in w r i t i n g h i s book, w h i c h 
is n o t often q u o t e d as an a u t h o r i t y , a s t h e E n g l i s h t r a n s l a t i o n of it, 
w h i c h is t h e o n e u s u a l l y access ib l e t o t h e g e n e r a l r e a d e r , i s n o t ve ry 
a c c u r a t e , 

Af ter B a l d a e u s , n o t h i n g of m u c h i m p o r t a n c e w a s w r i t t e n a b o u t 
Oey lon u n t i l t h e ea r ly y e a r s of t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , w h e n t h e r e ap­
p e a r e d a succes s ion of w r i t e r s , n e a r l y a l l of w h o m , cur ious ly e n o u g h , 
w e r e m i l i t a r y m e n , or m e n connec t ed in aome w a y or o l h e r w i t h t h e 
A r m y . T h e first of t h e s e w a s C a p t a i n R o b e r t P e r c i v a l , of t h e 19bh 
R-ig ' tnent of F o o t . H e a p p e a r s to h a v e been a m a n of s o m e e d u c a t i o n 
b u t h e w r o t e . h i s book w i t h a s t r o n g b i a s aga ins t t h e D u t c h . 

Of q u i t e a d i f ferent t y p e w a s t h e Bev . J a m e s Cord ine r , w h o c a m e to 
O e y l o n as C h a p l a i n t o t h e B r i t i s h forces. H e t r ave l l ed a g rea t deal a n d 
w r o t e a m u c h fa i rer a c c o u n t on i n f o r m a t i o n o b t a i n e d first-hand. H i s 
book is t he re fo re j u s t l y r e g a r d e d as a fa i thful a u t h o r i t y on t h e e v e n t s 
w h i c h u s h e r e d in t h e B r i t i s h o c c u p a t i o n , and is l a rge ly d r a w n u p o n by 
t h o s e des i r ing t o h a v e a t r u e a c c o u n t of t h i s pe r iod . 

A n t h o n y B e r t o l a c c i b r o k e n e w g r o u n d w h e n in 1817 h e pub l i shed 
h i s book e n t i t l e d " A V i e w of t h e A g r i c u l t u r a l , C o m m e r c i a l , a n d F i n a n ­
cial I n t e r e s t s of„Ceylon " . T h i s book h a s b e e n descr ibed by a c o m p e ­
t e n t a u t h o r i t y as t h e only work ever w r i t t e n on t h e economica or t h e 
e c o n o m i c h i s t o r y of Cey lon . Berfcolacci w a s a Ooraican by b i r t h , a n d 
h a v i n g c o m e u n d e r t h e n o t i c e of G o v e r n o r N o r t h w h e n - t h e l a t t e r w a s 
in -Cors i ca , h e - a c c o m p a n i e d h i m to Cey lon a n d w a s a p p o i n t e d to t h e 
Civi l Serv ice . 

U p to t h i s t i m e , t h e w r i t e r s on Cey lon h a d dea l t w i t h t h e i r sub jec t 
in t h e c o n v e n t i o n a l m a n n e r . T h e r s n o w appea red a w r i t e r w h o a d o p t e d 
a differe it t e c h n i q u e , b u t w h o s e w o r k los t n o t h i n g in t h e a t t e m p t t o 
desc r ibe in verse w h a t h i s p redecessors h a d descr ibed in p rose . C a p t a i n 
T h o m a s Ajax, A n d e r s o n , be longed t o t h e s a m e R e g i m e n t a s C a p t a i n 
R o b e r t P e r c i v a l , a n d c a m e to Oey lon in 1 8 0 1 . I n t h e p re face t o h i s 
w o r k lie exp la ins thafi du r ing his e igh t een y e a r s of r e s i d e n c e in Ceylon , 
n u - n ^ m u s ob jec t s of b e a u t y h»id p r e s e n t e d t h e m s e l v e s to h i s v iew, a n d 
t h e s e h e had a t t e m p t e d to d e l i n e a t e in ve rse i n s t e a d of in p r o s e — a h a b i t 
fir* i t a cqu i r ed in t h e Song i n t e r v a l s of l e i su r e i n s e p a r a b l e f rom b i s ' p r o ­
fess ion. H e adop ted w h a t is k n o w n as t h e oc to - sy l l ab ie ve r s e , a ^ m e t r e 
t h a t was u s e d b y Sir W a l t e r Sco t t in h i s " L a d y of t h e L a k e " , T h e 
fo l lowing q u o t a t i o n is a good s p e c i m e n of his s t y l e :— 
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Here, from th is elevated ground 
I view the Pe t t ah , s tretching round ! 
With, every narrow lane, and street^-
Where men of many nat ions meet^ 
Moormen, Gentoos, and Cingalese, 
Mix'd with those mongrel Portuguese, 
Who boast indeed the Lusian name, 
But recreant to their father 's fame; 
Their torpid breasts no vi r tue fires, 
Degenerate sons of va l iant sires | 

-. Unlike the ancient Lusian race, 
Who won the soil their sons disgrace! 
Unlike the race, who a t this day , 
Keep Gallia 's plundering bands at b a y , 
Those houses closely wedged in .rows, 
Where faint and weak t h e sea breeze blows, 

*■ And heatrefiected doubly glows, 
While clouds of smoke from every room, 
The stifling a tmosphere perfume, 
The Hollander 's abodes declare, 
.Those sons of patience, thrift , and care ! 
I n t r iumph once their navy bore 
Their flag to many an eastern shore ; 
Once bold and independen t ; they 
Have seen their glory pass away, 
And now their free-born sp i r i t broke, 
They groan beneath a foreign yoke ; 
Methinks I view some patr iot s tand 
Where the firm mole protects the land, 
Survey thescene with sullen pride, 
And as he vie-ws the restless t ide , 
I n fixt despair I hear him say— 
"These waves once owned my country 's sway; 
T h o ' Br i tons now exulting reign 
Unquestion'd monarchs of the main! 
And by a ruthless despot 's hand , 
Submissive fails ray nat ive land ; 
Oh ! galling thought to earthly pride, 
Fa l l 'n t o the power she once defied ! " 

F i f ty y e a r s a f te r C a p t a i n T h o m a s Ajax Anderson w r o t e t h e s e l ines , 
a n o t h e r Cey lon w r i t e r very succes s fu l ly fo l lowed in t h e s u m e s t y l e . 
T h i s w a s W i l l i a m S k e e n , t h e G o v e r n m e n t P r i n t e r of t h e d a y , a m a n of 
h igh l i t e r a r y a t t a i n m e n t s , a n d t h e a u t h o r of one of t h e m o s t f a sc ina t ing 
and a t Bhe s a m e t i m e t r u s t w o r t h y books on A d a m ' s P e a k . T h e book of 
poems I refer t o b ea r s t h e t i t l e " T h e K n u c k l e s ", t h i s be ing t h e n a m e 
given to a g roup of hi l ls in t h e M a t a l e Distr ict! w h i c h , v iewed f iom a 
d i s t a n c e , r e s e m b l e t h e k n u c k l e s of t h e h a n d . S o m e of t h e p o e m s de s ­
cr ibe t h e s c e n i c b e a u t i e s of t h e d i s t r i c t , w h i l e o t h e r s b r ine u n d e r ^ view 
some of t h e p r i n c i p a l e v e n t s of t h e pe r iod . T h e fo l lowing l ines wi l l give 
a good idea of S k e e n ' s s t y l e : — 

Five years from tha t eventful day,; 
Came, Ceylon's destinies to sway, 
Sir Edward Barnes—a ruler born, 
Whose high achievements well adorn • 
His Country's anBals, and who here 
Design'd, consummate engineer, 
T h a t master s t roke, the work well known, 
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The KANDY ROAD, that clombe and clove 
The passes steep, and passage drove 
Through solid rock, and realized 
Old prophecies long years despised, 
That till through mountain man should ride 
No ill could Native rule betide. 
Unerring in.his tact and skill, 
And master of potential will 
And tireless energy, he made, 
Well seconded by able aid, 
That work magnificent which wrought 
A revolution,—Ceylon brought 
Beneath the civilizing yoke, 
Of Commerce, and for ever broke 
The barriers barbarism fain 
* Twixt different races would maintain. 
For euterprize it paved the way, 
Was as it were the dawn to-day ; 
But for it, save as point to hold, 
For Ind, against assailants bold, 
Small were of worth to Britain's Crown 
Ceylon ; but now her bright renown 

, All recognize,—the pearl, the gem 
Of Britain's Orient diadem. 

Some years later, in 1866, G. A. Lorenz himself adopted the same 
poetical medium for his humoroua.skeicb.es of the meetings of the Ceylon 
Legislative Council during the yeara 1860 to 1865. In his Christmas 
Debates he gives in prose &he report of an imaginary meeting held on 
Christmas five o'f each of the years' in question, and ha puts into the 
mouth of each of tbe members one or more songs in which the events 
of the time are described with a humour which has not since been 
equalled. The following verses at t r ibuted to Mr. (afterwards Sir) 
Muttucoomaraswamy, who created a flutter.in society circles wbile on 
a holiday in England, are worth reproducing: — 

I'll hang myself on the Mango Tree, 
Which grows near Dariey's store ; 
My Eastern home has no charm for me, 
Since Cardwell loves me no more ; 
The man whom I walked with, side by side, 
As we sauntered down Pali Mali, 
Has ceased to flatter my youthful pride, 
And has turned out a bloated old swell. 

Other military officers who helped to carry on the literary tradition 
wtjre Captain L. de Bussche with his- " Letters on Ceylon " in 1817; 
Dr. John Davy, a brother of Sir Humphrey Davy, who was on the medi­
cal afcaff of the Array and. produced a book on Ceylon in 1821; Major 
James .Forbes of the 78r.h Highlanders, who brought oub his book 
"E leven Years in Ceylon " in 1840; Lieutenant de But t s of tbe 61st 
Gloucestershire Kegiment of. Foot, who published in 1841 his " Rambles 
in C e y l o n " ; Lieutenant-Golonel James Campbell of the 48 and 50i-h 
Regiments, whose " Excursions, Adventures, and Field Sports in 
Ceylon " partakes more of autobiography tfhan of history ; Lieutenant 
J.)hu Desohampa of the Ifoyal Artillery, whose " Scenery and, Reminis-
GQUGQS". published in 
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size, whilst tha t of Lieutenant J . W. Grylls entitled " T h e Outstation, 
or J aun t s in the Jungle " is the smallest; and Dr. Henry Marshall, 
Deputy ' Inspector General of Army Hospitals in Ceylon, who published 
a useful book on Ceylon in 1846. 

In 1876 a book on Ceylon in ' two volumes was published under the 
pseudonym of " An Officer, late of the Ceylon Rifles " . For a long time 
speculation was rife as to the identity of the author, but it was not 
until 1892 that Mr. Donald Ferguson was able to connect the book with 
Captain Horatio Suckling, a relative of Lord Nelson. Suckling was 
stationed in Ceylon between 1844 and 1858. 

Tbe contribution of the Civil Service tp the history of Ceylon, 
although not 'so copious as that of the military, is none the less import­
ant. Unti l recent times, no member of the Civil Service had at tempted 
co deal comprehensively with the early history of the island, probably 
because it was thought that this had already been adequately done by 
military writers with tbe material then available to tht>m. They con­
fined themselves to specific periods or specific subjects. Hugh Cleghorn, 
for instance, whose Diary under the name of the Cleghorn Papers was 
made available to the public only in 1927, deals with the events leading 
up to the capitulation of Colombo to the British in 1796. Joseph Join-
villa. one of the first batch of Civil Servants, who came out with Gov­
ernor North as Clark foe Natural History and Agriculture, wrote in 1801 
an essay on " The Religion and Manners of the People of Ceylon.' ' Re­
ference has already been made to Bartolacci's work. Samuel and "William 
Tolfrey did much to enhance the reputation of the Civil Service for re­
search and scholarship. They not only mastered th© spoken and written 
languages of Ceylon, but they also did important translation work, 
notably the translation of the Scriptures into Sinhalese. William 
Tolfrey's " Narrative of Events which have recently occurred in the 
island of Ceylon ", published in 1814, threw, a flood of light on the 
Kandyan Campaign, which ended with the dethronement of the King of 
Kandy and the establishment of British Rule in the Kandyan Provinces. 

Equally distinguished was Sir John D'Oyly, the writer of the Diary 
bearing bis name and the author of " A Sketch of tbe Constitution of 
the Kandyan Kingdom ". D'Oyly had a distinguished school career, 
being as much an athlete as he was a scholar, but on coming to Ceylon 
he found so much to.interest him in its ancient history that he devoted 
all his spare time to this subject and neglected his healthj One of bis ' 
College friends, who visited Ceylon some years later, described the 
change in him thus : — " D ' O y l y , you recollect, was one of the party 
who rowed us in 1799 from Cambridge to Ely. H e is the only 
Cingalese scholar in the Ceylon Civil Service, and like many Orienta­
lists has almost become a native in his habits of life. He lives on a 
plantain, invites nobody to his houee, does not dine abroad, and seems 
an amiable though uncouth recluse. When I saw him come in to dinner 
at Mr. "Wood's, I was struck with the change of a Cambridge boy into s> 
Cingalese hermit looking as old m I do ". 


