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C. D. |
PERSONAL REMINISCEN CES

By L. B. BLAZE.

The initials stand for Christopher Drieberg, a name held in the
highest regard by all who knew him and by many who have only

" heard of him. e might indeed have won o more prominent place

in the estimation of our little world if he had been less comfortably

" well off, and had been disci_plined into @ more exacl sense ol values.
. He loved literature and music and good company, bub he did not care,

as a rule, to penetrate too deeply into the meaning of things. Iis
unsgelfishness was remarkable ; he was always willing and prompt to
help in any way anyone to whom he could be of service.

. He and I were friends, and.our friendship grew more and more
intimate as the years rolied on and we got to live nearey each other;
tor our duties usually kept us in different towns and different coun-
tries. This paper is meand primarily as some record of thab friend-
ghip--not as a hiographical gketch or a critical study or an “Appre-
clation”, though necessarily parbaking of all three.

Tirst, a' few tacts aboub the tamily to which he bhelonged, as

- fhese facis explain a good deal of his general abtitude to life. His
- father, John Drieberg, was the outstanding Proctor of his time in

Colombo. He married the sister of C. A, Lorenz and had sons and

- daughters. Of the danghters, one married Fredevick Morgan, another
T, W, van der Straaten, 2 third (Sir) Samuel Grenier, a fourth

Francis Beven, a fifth Joseph Grenier, all well-known names. Of

“the sons, James Stewart Drieberg vetived from Government Bervice

as Deputy Fizeal, Golombo. He wasg the father of Allan Drieberg,

. K.C., and the legal gnardian of his youngest brother, gixteen years

hig junior-—Christopher, who was born on the 17th December 1862,
Anything was within the reach of a young man with these con-

_.'neetions. 0. D. was naturally proud of his nnele, C. A. L., of whom
" he says a little, but much too little, in his ** Liooking Back”. In the

Torenz Centenaty Celebrations in July 1929 . D. tock a leading
part, and he gave me the honour of a place on the working Com-
mittee. It was a sore grief to him that the ** Life” of Lorenz was
pob written, ag proposed, and we had frequent talks on the matter.
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‘ ‘He wrotic news-letters occasiongllght?r’g}gCa%}elilfi?&n}éagom La,hore,
. 4 the same bo ¢ 1 . La
.E%Z%?'S(fmﬁfieth’dgy t]:?e way, was written by ¥rank Smedley, whose
‘cousin was Judge Smedley in Ceylon.

In connection with him when he stayed at Hdgehill, Peradeniy
(1920}, he suggested that I should write the ™ Life ", or he and I-
togethér. There was plenty of material, he said, especially of C.A.L'
latters, a bound volume of which was with the Drieberg family. I
his aceount of C.A.L.'s party (“ Looking Back " page 1), {.D. omitte
to say that his birthday gift was a red morocco Birthday Book wit
a Latin inseription. _ _ ) :

We flrst met at Trinity College, Kandy, and there ours wa
little morve than a * nodding scquaintance™. He wag a senior pupil’;;
in the Upper School, while I.was a teacher in charge of the Lowe
School’; we lived at the western and eastern extremities respec.’
tively of the town; he belonged to the Dutch Church, but was an”
Anglican in practice, while T wag 4 Waesleyan—though religiou
differences never counted seriously with ns. Indeed we knew s

little of each other that we could not then suspect that we had any
thing in common, - : .

- o " together on the 14th April 1883, performe
We eaw “lolanthe ' togel sober ** FHL.M.8. Pinafore ” was

by the Toftus T e. On the 23rd October M.8. Ph :

o ’;hc [:3?11%]; }?;ﬁgll?d‘s Lilliputian Opera in the Counth}zant'l‘heaf;(;

% Olmt be quite sure if C. D. went with e to the. T ]ia‘fed“iv on

gihrgnga;i'son gave his farewell performance, and was hailed ¥

“enthusiastic applause. .-

' is ti ‘ 1ted a mobto o add to the

vhere about this time he wante " ] .
'::clreéts g?ll?i‘zlilg}tials he had on his note-paper. .Aéteihz%msﬁ%szﬁisjﬁnt
: olh ton multa sed mulium —meanin t one subject
1;mrie;§ctt§grdﬁggly waa better than a superﬁcml smatpel}ng_ of many
' uhjects. . SR

i : for a view of
o 5th July we went by train to Serampore _ v of
he gﬁggligﬁgt pry;cession, and Walter Loos, thLen a i;iﬁ;zld 32
Ser e College, returned with us to Calcutita, 008 11) tised as
ela.-tfﬁlp?% Negom,bd when at last he returned to Ceylon. Other
e le we used to meet were Clement Ed_wards, _then t'e]% Ioi
E]fg lﬁoféleﬁgon% Memorial School, F. VetbeEa,n, medgcﬁ}ss&ﬂiﬁa 1_:3 szl
usually refer as “The Big Man ”, an !
Bygr% usu?ﬁﬁ];e(failgri?nizgswir grl}gineegring students, andha V?I?‘ desr .
an_ tomswho was interested in phrenology_among ot eg‘ DIIBE“{Uh |
ona 65.1' Brahman who took to C. D, heartily wasg Suren rp% ‘?d
Yo 1&;1 “ Gup and Gosgip”, & weekly ne\\fefpa:};Jer‘Whlqh he s ar(‘} eD,
giudkﬁl v?rhich lfe had already got me to v‘sp__cﬁ;oe.“ hlllgrtg}:se?z’tpivrhﬂe ;
51 . . by

contributed a weekly coluinn of © J0ER, ede for the 92d October
o thg D ?cﬁrgot his feminine character in describing a ﬁ&liﬁ\fibg
ones .'w]'fmn he was worried by newspaper reporters w.hor;lh e r;(; 4
]ournely #. “T even tried to smoke them out. Within the sps
tosha tetq , inutes I puffed through three cigars at steam engine
of 11WenIytl:ILra;n whistled ‘Tommy make room for your uncle 1_935
;‘ﬂ?ﬁy as possible.” Neither C. D), nor anyone else noticed the slip
‘i1 T chaffed C. D, about it. ,

i n proud of his Principal in the Gepeml -
- H%fv:is Igét?tggi%dn.m%ﬁ V%illlia,m Hastie, & man of excep‘slﬁﬁz}
VAE'S(?EH ya.s an impulsive Scotsman, somewhatb le}.cklng in the 1;}1.
~abili Y fvh muperament, though a specialist in l1g‘)hlloaophy and e ,}OBE.
Spp].!)m;f‘a.d :.u 1:\Jp'preci'aht,ive note on him in_the Cevlon Obseﬂr{ver a.(‘l)e
he 8th September 1903. With misguided zeal Dr. Hostio made
. statements against a missioiza,rg colle@gﬁzqvnl:nggéie I{Z)[iaéhe(}ourt-to
suib 1 . D. took me wi e k. _ )
;mbrlril)l.f&%g;:bti;%?;d (}jﬁs own case snd spojl it, esp_eclqllybbgigm};ﬁé
..3treoaducti‘o'u of irrelevant matter. The verdict was ggaélg:xl% o ‘D.‘ at
“ne was debermined not fo let the mabter rest, as ha o N

~galled on him in E‘ebrgary 1884, : ‘ \ .

It was in Caleutta that we really got together. He was there
to read for the B.A. Examination of the University. I arrived ther
on the 126h Decembeér 1882 and on the 10th February 1888 T me
him and Clement Edwards, our old teacher at Trinity College, who
shepherded him for the time being, in a search for books, C.D, had-
arrived a day or two earlier, and had arranged to enter the General '’
Asgembly’s Institution (Presbyterian). His first visit to me wag on
the 4th March 1883 when he called ab the Camphell Hospital
Lower Circular Road, where I was staying with a Ceylon friend who
was the apothecary at the Hospital, €. D. lived not far away at
Durrumtollah, (road, or street, sometimes added), with a family of =
Kochs also connected with Ceylon. We met frequently, eitheér at
each other’'s rooms, or in rambles in the city, or In tripg to Seram-
pore and other places.  Together we visified Ballygunge, the Zoo,
the Mden Gardens, the Indin Glub, Chandny Chowk, Bow Bazaar,
China Bagzaar, and Radha Bazaar where Dave Carson’s Bengali Babu
“keepit shop”. We had our photographs taken on several occasions
in the Bazaar, when the glass negatives were handed ¥o us in ten or
fiffeen minutes; at a cost of four or eight annas each, We were in-
terested in the Great Exhibition then on, and ocecasionally in the

theatres., Many a long tram drive took us to distant parts of the
city. .

C.D.'s musical attainments were keenty appreciated by those to
whom he played in their houses—zand even by me, to whom musgie
without words convays no real meaning. At Mrs. och’s he once
played to me a dreamy piece called “A River Song . . It made a
haunting impression on me, and 1 made him-play it to me over
and over again. - ‘ . C

We read Tlorace together for his examination, but he was
keener on Dickens. He would come to me with * The-0Old Curiosity
Shop ™, and excitedly read pages out of it, till I wag weary, snd
_eventually promised to read the book myself. Another book he made

me read, and read with more enjoyment, was “ Lewis Arundel ",
the hero of which was C€.D.'s ideal of a young man-at that time, .






