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general meet ing should not be summoned as t h e m e m o r a n d u m h a d i f 
a l ready been forwarded to t h e Commission. I t was fu r the r decided 
t h a t Mr . G. A. iWille should lead t h e depu ta t ion , t h e o t h e r m e m b e r s 
t o consis t of M r . H . K. de Kre t se r , Dr . V. R, Schokman, Mr. J . A. 
Mar tensz (Mr. J B Toussa in t , if Mr. Mar tensz declines), Mr. G H Gra-
t i a en and Mr. Douglas Toussa in t . (4) I t was repor ted t h a t a gra-jnt 
of Ks. 600 had been received from t h e Public Ass i s t ance Commit tee 
(5J The following were elected a s member s : —Mr. H . W . H a t c h , Ma:,. .-i; 
S. W. Fels inger (both re -admi t ted) , Mrs . C. M, Anthonisz , and Mr. .fc .[ 1{ 
S. vanEooyen. ■■■■*#' '"•'•; 

20th February 1945 :—(l) V o t e s of condolence were passed oij 
t h e dea ths of Mrs. G. P . K e u n e m a n and Mi'. E J . Buul t j ens . (2) 
Votes of congra tu la t ion were passed on t h e h o n o u r s conferred on 
L t . Col. V. .H. L. Anthonisz and Mr. O. B'. Joseph. (3) The Pres ident 
congra tu la ted Mr. & Mrs . A. L. B . F e r d i n a n d on t h e i r a t t a i n i n g t h e 
25th ann ive r sa ry of t he i r mar r i age . (4) The following were admi t ­
ted as m e m b e r s : - Mrs . A, J . Moreno and Mr. F . W. T. Morgan. f 

28th February, 1945 .-—The draf t Annua l Repor t and Accounts 
were adopted. 

20th March, 1945:—(l) Votes of condolence were passed on t h e 
dea ths of Mr. H . JE, L. vanLangenbe rg and Mr. P . O.W. Leembruggen . 
(2) Besolved t o t r ans f e r a sum of R s . 1,000 t o Beserve Account . (3) 
Mr. C. C. A. J a n s z was e lected a member . 

17th April, 1945 ;—(l) A vote of condolence was passed on the „ .»;'. 
d e a t h of P r e s i d e n t Koosevelt . (2) "Mr. B . B . Blaze was e lected a ' 
m e m b e r of t h e Commit tee in place of Mr. V. C. Modder who was 
unab le t o serve . (3) Appo in tmen t s were m a d e to t h e va r ious S tan­
ding Commit tees , i t being decided t h a t no m e m b e r should be eligi­
ble to serve on more t h a n two such Commi t t ee s . 

15th May, 1945 :—(l) T h e Sec re t a ry rej>orted t h e p resen ta t ion 
of a select ion of D u t c h books by Mr. R W. T. Morgan. (2) Mr. Fred 
Loos was e lec ted Sec re t a ry and Convener of t h e Genealogical Com­
m i t t e e . (3) Approved r e c o m m e n d a t i o n t h a t a sum of Bs . ljSOO 
s t and ing t o t h e c red i t of t h e E d u c a t i o n E n d o w m e n t F u n d be invest­
ed in t h e 3J% Nat iona l Loan. ■ (4) The following were e lected m e m ­
bers of a Buildings sub-Commit tee to consider w h a t ex tens ions a,nd 
i m p r o v e m e n t s were des i rable and t o make the i r recommendat ions ; ' 
to t he Genera l Commi t t ee :—Mr. H K de K r e t s e r (Pres iden t ) , f'Ir. '\ 
E A v a n d e r S t r a a t e n , D r . B h Spi t te l , and Dr . S a m de Vos. (5) ^ b e « 
following n e w m e m b e r s \yere e l ec ted :—Mrs . A L B Ferd inand , *■ 
Messrs . E B Anthonisz , J A Anthonisz , F C Anthonisz , V B Antho­
nisz, G G vandenDr iesen , C P C Foenande r , L H Fe rd inands , E ' S 
E O Joseph and L A G Keuneman . * 
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I n Volume X X X V I , Parii I I , of the Journal of the Ceylon Branch 
of the Royal Asiatic Society for the year 1945, Mr. E . h. Brohier haa 
reproduced Sir Alexander Johns ton ' s Diary of a journey made by h im 
in 1806 from Trinoomalea to Hambantota , presumably for the purpose 
of holding a Session of the Supreme Court a t Batt icaloa. The Diary 
gives one a good idea of the difficulties and dangers of travel experienced 
in the days gona by, when roads were unknown, and long journeys had 
to be made along jungle paths in palanquins, whose rate of progress 
compares unfavourably with modern means of communication. ■ The 
slow and tedious journey of about three miles an hour afforded every 
opportunity to the traveller to observe :tlie scenes through which he 
passed and to make a written record of bis impressions. To this cir­
cumstance we are indebted for much useful information regarding the 
island and its inhabi tants during the early years of British Rule. Cordi-
ner 's invaluable " Description of Ceylon ", for instance, is to a large ex-
ten fe based on such Diaries. 

Besides Sir Alexander Johnston, there was another Supreme Court 
Judge who kept a Diary of his travels, and tha t was Sir Richard Morgan. 
In the year 1858, before he was raised to the Knighthood, be was 
appointed to act ou the Supreme Court Bench and took the Northern 
Circuit, which included Chilaw and Jaffna. This involved travelling all 
the way by road, which meant ploughing through sandy tracks, fording 
unbridged rivers, and spending tedious hours in getting across lagoons. 
I n reading Mr. Morgan's Diary, one is surprised at the scant consider­
ation shewn bo Judges of the Supreme Court in his day as compared 
with t h e t rea tment they now receive. I t is difficult to repress a smile 
of pity when we hear him complain of the indifferent accommodation 
provided for him at Chilaw, of the discourtesy of the officer superin­
tending the roads at Puttalam, of the neglect on the part of fcbo Govern­
ment Agent to notify the people of the coming of She Supreme Court, 
and of the generally unsatisfactory condition of the Rest Houses. 

If there was at times difficulty in procuring fresh provisions on the 
journey, there was certainly no shortage of liquid refreshment, and as 
for medicines, Mr. Morgan carried wi th him a miniature dispensary, 



^time to read the pet i t ions that are presented. Put.off till tlie .day you 
leave giving to any, for the more you give the more they'll flock to you. 

Medicine bos. I t is desirable to carry one with you, I had a nice 
l i t t le one containing calomel, quinine, sal-volatile, J ames ' powders, 
gentian, epioac, cholera mixture, turpent ine, laudanum, Tr. ginger, 
Epsom salts, sedli ts , purgative pills, dysenteric pills, plaster, lint. 
Luckily not a drop was used. The bos is at" your service if you want 

O&re must be taken always to start your baggage four hours before 
you leave. W s planned the journey so as to reach the resthousea early 
in the morning. Breakfast and dine there, and leave its the evening. 

This ends Mr. Morgan's memorandum to Sir Edward Greasy and 
his Diary now commences. 

25th February.—Left Colombo about quarter to 11 a. m. in a 
palanquin carriage and with three horses, Got fco 

Negombo, 23milea Negombo at half-past one, stayed there till four, 
from Colombo w n e n we got into the palanquin and reached the 

N t nde 16 ilea ^oppoo^ river (five miles off Negombo); after 5, ferried 
from Negombo—39 o v e r a n ^ want on, reaching Nafcande6 (11 miles from 
miles from Colombo. Toppoo} at 9. Fine rest-house, and attendance good. 

Slept there till 2 a.m. when we got coolies up and 
Cbilaw, 12 miles pushed on and reached Chilaw at half :paet seven in 

mH« fr6maColo^bo. th-e m o r a i n S ( 1 2 m i I e B o f f a n d 53 miles from Colombo). 
' Boad fair, but full of ruts and holes, and calculated 

to t ry ra ther severely the wheels of a carriage, 
There is a bouse here prepared for the judge, and furnished with a 

bed, a couch, table, chairs and wash-hand stand. Linen clean. Mr. 
Pieris ,6 the deputy fiscal, a particularly civil and obliging man (Mr. 
Temple, I believe, calls him the Lord Chesterfield of Ceylon, and he was 
a favourite even of Sir William Carr) furnishes the place for some & 2 
per month which the Government allows him. But the house is in a 
tumble-down condition, and standing as it does in the midst of the 
island, exposed to the 'hard blowing', one feels rather nervous in staying 
there a night. Arid as to the out-houses, &c, they are in a wretched 
condition; no accommodation for a bath . As I was only staying there 
a day, Mr. Oasis Ohetfcy7 asked me bo stay at his place which he had 
kindly prepared, and I did so. (The tappal leaves for Colombo at 8 a.m., 
and that from Colombo arrives about 3 p.m.) 

There was but one case at Chilaw, and the court closed after hear­
ing it. Next morning I visited the goal which is on the town side of 
the river. I ohserved several young women and children imprisoned 
for offences under the salt acts. These acts operate very cruelly in their 
results . Stores where salt may lawfully be purchased are at a very 

4 . TheMahaOya. 
5. Natbandiya. 
6. Mr, N J Pieres, 
7. Mr. Simon Oasie Chitty, District Judge, 
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great distance from each other, and the people (all wretchedly poor and 
leading a hand-bo-mouth existence,) instead of walking these distances, 
scrape a little salt from the gatherings along the coast, or prepare it by 
boiling she sea water ; they are brought up and punished by imprison­
ment, fines they are utterly unable to pay. 

T.hera is nothing worth seeing at Chilaw excepting the tobacco 
planta&ions, which in cleanliness and beauty of appearance vie with a 
coffee estate. An immense large Roman Catholic Church, opposite the 
judge's house, not quite completed, and an establishment near the 
Petfcate, where a class of weavers (who were brought over from tho 
Coromandal coast in the time of the Butch Governor Vandergraff in 
1792) manufacture coarse cloth, napkins, and towels, very largely used 
in the country, 

At Chilaw we had to engage fresh coolies in place of those who 
failed as agraed upon to join in Colombo or fell off since we left Colombo. 
I found the night before we left Colombo that we had great bother in 
getting the coolies together. They*insisted upon gebting advances, and 
some run away after receiving their Bhares, others get drunk and lie in 
the taverns. Wi th the aid of the police, and after several hours ' delay, 
we succeeded in getting the men to leave, excepting four who could not 
be found, 

We took our things in boat to Negombo, and as we could get no 
fresh men at Negombo brought them on in a cart to Ohilaw. At Cbilaw 
it wa,s only after great difficulty, and by the interposition of the district 
judge and constable, tha t we got four men to join us, and that for £1, 
whereas men from Colombo got only fifteen shillings each. I brought 
my pony with me, but found that both the horse-keeper and grass-cutter 
had got drunk 00 the road and neglected the animal. This, added to 
what I heard at Chilaw, that it would be difficult to procure water and 
grass further on, led me to send the animal back to Colombo, 

We left Chilaw at 5 p m . (the coolies left at 2 p.m. on the 17thv 

February) , and, after crossing the Dedderoo Oya 8 (a river which crosses 
through the Seven Korles and discharges into the sea 

3 2 tnrV ir°m 6 w o m ' * e s n o r f c k °i Chilaw,) we went along a very 
Chilaw. sandy and broken road and reached Baltootoo Oya 9 

o 5 miles rrom J , ' , , , , . 
Colombo. a& Quarter to 9 p.m. There is here one of the best 

rest-houses on the road to Jaffna si tuated on the 
bank of the Oya, very clean and cool. The rest-house keeper is a Malay 
man, speaks English well and has lots of poultry, eggs, milk, etc., ready 
for travellers. 

The river swarms with alligators,1<? and it is well worth staying an 
hour or two after daybreak to see the numbers basking on the shore, 
We saw five, and ten had been killed the day before in revenge for one 
of them running away with the rest-house keeper's cow. A small one 
(about four or five feet long) was shot and brought to us at the rest-
house. People nevertheless freely bathe,in the rivar, and , in answer to 
my enquiries, told me they were hot afraid, as no one had ever been 


