" improvements were desirable and to make their recommendabig nar
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general mecting should not be summoned as the memorandum had
already been forwarded te the Commission. It was further decided
that Mr. G. A. Wille gshould lead the deputation, the other members
to consist of Mr. H. K. de Kretser, Dr. V.' B, Schokman, Mr. J. A.
Martensz (My. J B Toussaint, if Mr. Martensz declines), r. ¢ H Gra- -
tinen and Mr. Douglas Toussaint. (4) It was reported thab a grant
of Rs, 600 had been received from the Public Assistance Committde

(5) The following were elected as members: —Mr, H.. W, Hateh, l’% ‘

8. W. Felsinger (both re-admifted), Mrs. C. M. Anthonisz, and My, . K.

8. vanRooyen, : s : ShE =

20th February 1945 :—(1)} Votes of condolence were passed on
-~ the deaths of Mrs. G. P. Keuneman and Mr. E J. Buultjens. (2)-
Votes of congratulation were passed on the honours conferred on
L#. Col. V. H. L. Anthonisz and My. O: B. Joseph. (3) The President
congratulated Mr. & Mrs. A. L. B. Ferdinand on their atitaining the
25th anniversary of their marviage. (4) The [ollowing were admit-
ted as members: — Mrs. A, J. Moreno and Mr. F. W. T. Morgan. '
- 28th February, 1945 :—The draft Annual Report and Accounts -
were adopted. S ' ' S -
20th Maych, 1945:—(1) Voles of condolence were passed on the
deaths of Mr. H, B, L. vanLangenberg and Mr. P. C. W. Leembruggen,
-{2) Rezolvéd to transter a sum of Bs. 1,000 to Reserve Account (8}
:Mr. C. C. A, Jansz was slected a member.

Irth April, 1945 :(—(1) A vote of condolence was passed on the
death of President BRoocsevel. {2) Mr. B. R. Blaze was elected a
member of the Committee in place of Mr. V. C. Modder who was
unable to serve. (8) Appointments were made to the varions Stan-
ding Committees, it being decided that no member sheuld be ellgl--
bie to serve on more than two such Committees.

- 15th May, 1946 :—(1) 'The Secretary reported the presentation
of a gelection of Dutch bhooks by Mr. F. W. T, Morgan. (2) Mr. Fred
Tioos was elected Secretary and Convener of the Genealogical Com-
mibttea, (8) Approved recommendation thaf a sum of Rs. 1,500
stmndmg ta the credit of the Bducation Endowment Fund he lnvest
ed in the 331% National Loan, - {4) The following were elected mem-
bers of a Buildings sub-Commititee to consider whal extensions and

to the General Committee:—Mr, H K de Kretser (President),
E A vanderStrasten, Dy, R T 8pittel, and Dr. Sam de Vos. (5) r_[_‘he' ¢
. following mnew membere weve elected:—Mrs. A I B Ferdinand, *
Messrs. B R Anthonise, J A Anthonisz, F C Anthonisz, V. B Antho-

- nisz, G G vandenDriesen, C P C Foenander, L H Ferdinands, B~ S
- B O Joseph and L A G Keuneman,
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MR. JUSTICE MORGAN ON CIRCUIT.

In Volume XXEVI, Part 11, of the Journal of the Ceylon Braneh
of the Royal Asiatie Society for the yoar 1945, Mr. R. L. Brohier has
reproduced Sir Alexander Johoston’s Diary of & journey made by bim
in 1806 from Trincomalee to Hambantota, presumably for the purpose
of holding a Session of tha Buprewe Court at Batticaloa. The Diary

gives one a good idea of the difficulties and dangers of travel experieneed'

to the dayg gona by, wher roads were unknown, and long journeys had
tao be made along jungle paths in- palanguins, whose rate of progress
compares unfaveurably with modern means of communication. - The
slow and tedious journey of about three miles an hour afforded every
opportunity to the braveller to observe the scenes through which he

‘passed and to make & written reeord of his impressions. Mo this vir-

cumsbance wa ara indebted for much useful information regarding the
island and its mha.bltanbs during the early years of British Rule. Cordi-
ner's invaluable ** Degcription of Ceylon ?, for insbance, i to a largs ex.

" tent baged on sueh Diaries.

Besides Sir Alexander Johnsfon, there was another Supreme Court
Judge who kept a Diary of hia travels, and that was Sir Richard Morgan,
In the year 1858, béfore he was raised o the Knighthood, be wag

" appoiated to act on the Supreme Court Bench and tock the Northern

Cirenit, which included Chilaw and Jaffna. This invelved travelling all

© the way by road, which meant ploughing through sandy tracks, fording

unbridged rivers, and spending tedious hours in getting across lagoona.
In readivg Mr. Morgan’s Diary, one is surprised at the scant consider-

‘ation shewn to Judges of the Supreme Court in his day as compared

with the treatiment they now recaive. It is difficull o repress % smile

~of pity when we hear him ecomplain of the indifferent accommedation
' plmﬁdad for him at Chilaw, of the dizcourtesy of the officer superin.

tending tlie roady ub Putfalam, of the neg]ect on the part of the Govern-

“menb Agent to notify the people of the coming of the Supreme Court,
and of the generally unsatisfactory condition of the Rest Houses.

1t there was at times difficulty in procuring fresh provisions on the
journey, there was certainly no shortage of liguié¢ refreshment, and as

for medicines, Mr. Morgan sarried with him a miniature dispensary,






