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Introduction

The story of the Boer prisener-of-warin Ceylon will in four years
bs half a cenbury old, The majority of that generation which witnessed
the arrival of theso Burghers from overseas, and were able to contem-
plate this notable event in its maturity and decline, sleep with their
fathets, Those who were in their teens at the time have reached the
dignihyqof old age, .

The recent war years, which have happily ended, brought this
unique- bygons event into prominence from the point of view of
comparative history., If emphasized the sad reflection that one cannob
enjoy a eloser intimaey with the lot of the Boar captives, and with the

origin of 6hat swiftly ereated town in Ceylon where they ware inferned,

without burdensome vesearch.
In four pages of a number of T'he Jowrnal published seventeen

. yearg ago™, the late Myr. B. H. Vander Wall;, with aptness of phrase

which makes his picture as mellow ag it is deligh$ful, briefly vecounted.
his reminisecences of “‘The Boers in Diyatalawa'’, He was lucky in
his maberial, for he claims o bave besn one of the first to see the Boers
arrive and vigit them at Diyatalawa. It is indeed a pity ha hag not
told us move,

For the rest we must turn to all but forgobten and scatferad
writings which repose in newspapesr eubiings, poriedicals, und pamphlets.
Bo far as the author is aware, no book which deals eomprehensively
with the subjeet has ever heen published. As we live in & peried of
gshorfi memories, some endeavour is being made in thig geries of

.eonbribibions to bring into more permanent form = sfore of bygone

facts, whieh should be of apecial historical interest to readers in Souhh
Afrlcau. and tha Dateh Burgher Gommumw in Geylnn ‘
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