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THE BCOER PRISONER.QF.WAR IN CEYLON
(1500—1902).

{ Continusd from last sssus)

By R. L. BROHIER, F.r.4.8.

| Copyright Strictly Ressrved)
' X.
QOdds and Ends,

Diyatalawe became ‘historic ground on aceount of what happened

"in four vears. Whatevsr public opinion had to say, and this was by no

means liitle when ‘a prisoner-ofewar eamp in Ceylon was originally
mooted, thers were few projecis which proved a more striking sue-
cess, and aventually received mors whole-hearted supporf, than the
diseovery and development of ‘Diyatalawa, A great service had heen
rendered o the Flmpire ab a eritical moment, and in the happy way of
blondering along withoub design or plan, a grent servics was rendered
to generations yet unhorn.

When Diyatalawa ceaged fo do serviee as p consentration camp,

~nod the Boer prisoner-of-war, with the guards who wabched them, had

departed, it became a ghost-fown of unoceupiad huts—a striking pic-
ture of desolation and abandonment. There was considerable specula-
tion as bo what wounld be the next move. RBumour had it that the heads
and staff, and the advisers of the War and Uolonial QOffices, were con-
templating an order which would obliterate fhis admirably fitted-out
sncampment. A proposal wasg in fact made o dismantle the buildings
and sell the matierial on bhe spot. -The press, vehemently protesting,
deelared guch action a thougand pities, and even worse. )

Faaots were marshalled to show that a providential solution lay at
hand for golving the abjoction to Nuwara Eliys, which was being used
at that time ag a Sanatorium for ' Tommy Atkins'. In marked con-
trast, Diyatalawa offered a climate which was not blanketted for
mounths on end with mist and rain during the monsoon, or which was
uncomfortably damp and eold, It was urged fhat nothing could exceed
the convenienes which Divatalawa offerad, with & first-elags broad-
gaugo railway touching its limits and communicaiing direst with the
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Pork of Colombo, for the movement of troops &t shori notice, Here lay
the opportuniby, se public opinion declared, for establishing a Ceylon
Military Sanatorium,
Empire, aud the bagt possibly in the Indian and Eastern world.

Other saber-minded folk, who took stoek in the light of opportuni-

tiss for developing the sountry, prophesied to what sxtent Diyatalawa
would expand if it was selected a8 & permanent Military Gamp'and
@ market which would promote the estab-
. lishment of stock and poultiry farms, of orchards and frait gardens ;. and

ws and eotbages were bound fo spring up in

how residential bungalows
tha environs, Thesa and more wera the predisiions made 45 Yoare

ago, b

Even .the most obstinate opinion eould not geingay the wisdom ang
the tact with which the Governor, Sir Wast Ridgeway, followed up one
step of foresighted statesmanship by another which has conferred such
immenge benefit on the Island, In responsge to the clamour, a three-
fold scheme was anthorised by His Excellency detailing the probahla
uses to which the camp would be put in the future. It was to 88rVa as
a rest camp’ for the Military and the Imperial Navy in Eastern Waters :
an encampment for the Ceylon Volunteers {later known ag the Ceylon

Dofence Foree): and lastly as o place, of recess for the Survey De--

partment,

The Iast proposal was the only one which excited doubs and oom-
menb. The disedvantages which the junior officers, who from the bulk
of the staff, would have bo face ware prominently pictared. T was
.'shown that they wera by 0o meang overpaid, that the necessaries of life
in the camp and its neighbourhood were nob in general easily procurable
ab rates ab which they were sold elsewhera., Disapproval was voiced in
& series of questions: Are all these men -fo be compelled to live for
three months of eash, year ab a cost exceeding their ordinary expendi:
ture ? . Is the public exchequer to meet thisg by a payment of batta to
which they ars nos, under the existing regulations, entitlad ?
:a.bouti their families 2 :
racess’ are the only fims during which they bave an opportunity of
seaing anyihing of the ordinary town life 9

The essentially modern Diyatalawa which hag maferialised from
the ampty shell which was left by the Boer-prisoner-of-war, oweas ity
m‘ode.urnity to the presence of the Military, Naval and SBurvey Clamps
within its borders, Foreign goods, garden produce, bsor; Seoteh whisky

roplace markebs for guaint curios, bone and wooden trinkets
merchandised by the Bosr eraftamen. Tapering firs and pines, and giang

gums hide the original bare "' town of silver shean . . Blectricity illu-

minatag if at night., Ang fhere can he no guestion that in the years

‘which hava clothed it in itg present modern garb, Divatalaws hag been
volaobary wikness 6o

. The visionary who
if he be_st;ill alive to ramark: " T told vou 8o!"”, hag but to take you on
the rolling downa and le your eye scan the private housas and sottagbs

& wmodel of its kind, an example to the whole |

3 What ¢
What of tHose $o whom thege thres months of -

predicted the devalopment of tha neighhourhood, -
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which have sprung up, sholtering in the valleys or behind wind-belts.
He will illustrate the great demand and short supply of building sites
'by qiioting the soaring price of land—sinee the heginning when sixty
rupees an acre wag considered a good price, The dream of garden and
orchard has taken tangible form on the genfly undulating greatly inereas-
‘ed hill-slopes, and the pioneer efforts of the Uya Orangs Farm specialis-
.ing in lime juice produats have proved the commeraial possibilities, with
. modern methods of manulacture, of fruits collected from the orchards.

; And as the eye moves round scanning the lower vallay, it will pick

_up bhe elear cut line of motorable road, buils on the gravel trick laid by
the Boers.  This road places within a distanice of four miles, & comfort-
"~ able and well-erdered hotel for the visitor who would gee Diyatalawa-—
“anh Emperial experiment of the Boer War, and the result of Governmenial
. afferthought. :

e it i

; XI
Travelled Gentlemen.

_ For some cohsiderable time after the Boer prisoners-of-war lefs
- Ceylon, books, periocdicals and letters sent or written to friend and
acquaintance conveyed news of their home-ooming, and threw light on
their experiences in sebbtling down o the altered condibions in South -
Africa. Repatriation Boards had been established to replace the far-
“mers on their farms, and raliel works had been crganised on a larges -
scale in bthe Orange River Colony to provide “work for the Boer who
. might otherwise find himself unemployed. The Britisher who had
alroady ewztablished himself in South Afries jocularly referred to thae .

‘repatrinted Boers as  travalled gentlemen .

The case of Jan Coe$zee, a Boer farmer who was a prisoner-of-war
+in Ceylon, is typical of the experiences of many others who had set out
“fio.re-gstablish themselves, their families and hougsehold, on thair farms
‘which had been left abaundonad for geveral years, Cooetzes had been
discharged at a port in Africa after an uvcomfortable sea-voyage—in
fach many of the Boers made very bad sailors, and did oot want to see
ftha "big dam’, as they called the sea, any more.

Like his comrades in misfortune, Jar hdd been fairly genmerously
“treated by the Repatriation Board, He had gigned a bond for £50 and
‘had received in exchange two mules, two long-horned oxen, & plough, six
bags of seed-wheat, six of mealies, bhree of soeed-potatoes, one of flour,
‘soma sugar, coffee, candles and soap. He knew his bond would never
‘be ealled for. ' ‘ 4 .

* Jan, his vrouw in rusty black gown and wide brimmed bonnet, with
their kinders, and a Zulu weggon driver who ig also general fastotum,
were bivouacked ab a forsaken wayside station on the Central South
‘African Railway, Af dawn'the fellowing day, the mules and the oxen
:were yoked to a waggon, The family stowed themselves away on bags
-and blankets, and the Zulu fugging at the reins looped round the horng

f the ‘leaders’ of this mixed team, set the procession going,
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The raad wag eagy, ‘Tt was just a track from whieh the under-

growth had been worn by tratfic. In ths wake of the procession a eloud -

of impalpable powder was stirred up by the wheels and hoofs. After
thres bhours driving they all caught sight of their goal. The waggon
rattled down a slope to what was Jan's home, Heélooked at the change
wrought during the interval of absence, and contemplated war's toll,
He saw an emphy rude catble kraal with a stone mortarless tence. The

framework of a brick house portly stripped of 1ts thatehed roof. An-

acre of land which had once been cultivated, but was now choked with
weeds. A patch of slender stotomed trees in a hollow, and & dam
breached by the raing, holding up a shallow sheef of water.

The vrouw entered her house followed by the hairns. There was a
general taking of gtoek. Tn the lividg roomr nothing remained but &
getitee, Ths room beyond was stark bare. BShell exploamn or fire had
carried off a part of tha roof, bus it cersainly hadn’t removed the furnj-
ture. These, mosh likely, had heen annexed by the Kafiir predatory
bands who had made the mosh of the advantage which was offered bo
them.

The Government having placed Jan and hls famlly on the farm
whenoe thay came, with stores enough to meet their wants for a month,

made it elear that their share of work bhad been done. It was at this °

gtage left to Jan, and his comrades all over the country, to do something,
Their position was degperate. Thae rains wore due very shortly. Delay
. to prepare the ground for seed Bpelh‘ no harvest. Both the mules were
worn ouf and glanders was rife in thae digtricte. The oxen were poor,
.many of them in the olutch of rinderpest. Happily, the beasts which
Jan had selected were healthy., Within a few hours of their arrival he
had sobtled down to a job. The oxen sht)lldly paced up and down the
little field. With luck, the corn was going to show itself in tender
graen clumps before the month had run out,

Many a keen observer of the trend 'of affairs was known to remark:

"These ruined Boerg are certainly undismayed and dignified under
disaster,. Few other peoples would display such fortxtude and bear such
heavy losses with 50 even & mind’™.

Yet another reference fio a Boer repﬂ.brlated from Ceylon is made by
Mr. B. F. Knight, the popular special eorrespondent to the Morning Post
in thoge days. Writing to that paper irom South Africa, he degcribed
how on a visit fio' a Bosr's farm, he was greeted by the furmer and his
gturdy boye.  The Rouxville Repatriation Commigsion had allowed
them aight oxen with which to begin pleughing. * He has brought a
good deal of land under cultivation sinee his return from Ceylon ™, said
Mr. Knight, ** and he made us a very welcome present of some of the
fine potatoes and onions which he had produead Like the other farmers
T mat, ha was hopeful of the future ™’

. The schems behind tha raelisf work in the Ora,nga River Colony was
baged on efforts to improve the Government Farme, while giving
employment and a means of livelihood to the Boars released from con-
osntration camps, The main idea was fio build dame on the farms and
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irrigate as much of it as possible on a co-operative basis, and then fo
cut it up-into lots for settlers. Iaeh of these relief sehemes was placed
under a British Officer who was both organiser and administrator.
Besides, he was also paymaster, ns a large numhber of things had to be

- baughh and paid for—spades, horses, forage, etc. His staff included an
. euginesr, 4 store-kesper, and a time-keapsr, as well ag elarks.

Most of the relief sehemes attracted s large number of Boers, who
came with their wives and children. The men got good pay, 45, 6d, a
day, and the " bosses™, 7s. 6d. a day. Drawing conolusions from a

 letter describing one of hheae schemes, it would appear bhab the main
: mb was to get the dawm buils for the irrigation works. The writer says:

*The first. sod has been cut, and we caloulate that it will take 18 months
to 2 years to get the work finished. In the early stages, until the
ongineer was ready with the levels, the labour was turned on foplanting -

Sap a garden. the 1dea beivg to ensure a supply of vegabables to the
—inmates of the camp. It was veokoned that each man would have to
.-pay only nine pence per week for his vegetables, and that he would get

#- aelaction of potatoes, onions, pumpkins, gweet potatoes, cabbsage,

“ganliflower or beetroot. Prefty cheap! But of course (Government

supplied ‘seed and ‘manure gratig. We have also got a grocer and a

‘buteher's shop - se, as you see, we are patbing on’

The following extracts are culled from a lebher written by J.N. van

Zvl of Faurlsburg, a. Boer repah‘late who bad spent 2% yoears as a
. prisoner-of-war in Ceylon:

‘I am glad to say that the Boers who
retarned to Bouth Africa from Ceylon are quite reconciled to British
rule, ‘A good percentage of the elaimg have been paid out and the pro-

"-thises made to us in Ceylon have been amply fuifilled, so that we

have no cause for complaint with the Government’’, Anocther prisener-
of-war writes: ' Funny how friendly we are now, when only a shors
bime ago we, British and Boer, were doing our best to shoot one
anather !" Tha irreconcileables had dwindled down to a great mino-

riby a.nd apparently were ' mosbly young men with more bravado than

senge .
' Manya.lattar which was writtén by the Boar on his reburn fo

.frlends in' Ceylon, made very fecling references to the hospitality they:
‘had received whane they wers banizhed from thair home and friends—

" being daily reminded of this fact by the barbed wire enclosure”. Ons
of the most pleasing gestures on record was a simple souvenir: a
photograph of the Paarl Gymuasium Boys’ High School, Cape Oolony,
which was sent to Mr. O. F. Vanderwert, then residing at Hill Street,
Oqlo_mbo with the following lines penned on the back of it: '* as.asmal}
remgmbrange of your bighly appreciated kindnese shown to my brother
while a prisoner on your Island—H, K, J. Van der Spuy ",

The ‘brother' reforred to was a Boer prispner-of-war at Diyaba-

“lawa. On parole e made the acquaintance of Mr. Varderwert who did
- what little he could to make this Bost’s brief stay in Colombo as plea-

sant as pagsible. Few inecidents had surprised the recipient of the

-s_ouvemr movre than this evidence of how much tihese homely folk approcie
-_ahed 8 hlshle kmdnessi






