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LOCAL HISTORY 
A LECTURE DELIVERED BY M R L. E. BLAZE. 

If any of you should think that the subject of my paper is un­
interesting, I shall try to convince you that, on the contrary, it is full 
of interest. If I fail to do so, it will mean that my treatment of the 
subject has been at fault, not the fault of the subject; but it is just poss­
ible that some of you may be tempted by what you hear, to make your 
own investigations, and thereby to find a rich reward in the pursuit of a 
fruitful study. " Local History—that means the history of the locality 
in which you reside, or to which yon belong,, or any other in which 
you happen to have an interest. And who is to " study " it? Why, you 
who have met here this evening; and everybody else who sometimes 
Says to himself or herself,—" This is my own, my native land." 

It may surprise some of you to know that a good deal, but not by 
any means enough, has been done-already in the study of Local History 
in Ceylon. For example: letters and short articles appear now and 
then in the local newspapers, relating to the old, forgotten traditions 
connected with some obscure place ; or a pleasant legend is told anew 
of some.: old tree» or animal, or lake, or road. Then, lectures are 
delivered to societies, and these are briefly, and not always accurately, 
reported in the newspapers. Only the other day there was reported a 
lecture on Baddegama and its historical associations. A few lectures 
have been printed in full, either in magazines, or as pamphlets. These 
are "popular" lectures, for every man's hearing or reading, and, not 
scientific treatises meant for a select, learned few. Happy are the 
places so celebrated :—Old Galle by Mr F. H. de Vos; Kandy by Mr 
,J. B. Siebel; Negmnbo by Mr John Koertz; Badulla by Mr John D. 
Bartholomeusz. Matara has been the subject of a little book by 
Mr Frederick Jayatilleke. 

Besides all these, there are a number of Gazetteers and Manuals, 
not on towns, but on districts. Nearly all of these have been compiled 
by Civil Servants, who have laboriously collected information from all 
available sources,, including the Ifachcheri records, and set forth their 
material in proper form and order. Some of the Districts that have 
been fortunate enough to have been treated in this manner are: 
Mannar, the Vanni, Nuwara Eliya, Puttalam and Batticaloa. 


