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:_!___R"ELV.' FR. BERENGER, 0.S.B.

Tt s many years since we.published a biographical sketich of
ﬁhe life ‘of Bishop Bede Beekmeyer,” and the time seems opportune

foi'say sométhing ahout another eminent member of the same
’Chudrch. Bishop Beekmeyer epent almost the whole of his life in

the Kandy District, The subject of our sketch was himself born

_and eduecated in Kandy, and hhough he was called upon to fill
“gaveral important appombments in the Dmcese of Kandy, with

marked credit to himself, be was yet able fo indulge his bent for

‘travel to the full, and visited many pars of the world Wh:ch are

only names to most of us,
"Rev. F'r. Don John Marie Berenger was bha third son and {the

_-ﬁfﬁh child of his parents. He was born in Kandy on the 18th Octio-
o ber, 1873. His father wasjEdwurd James Berenger, whose name
~appears as a practising Proctor in 1864 'along with that of Edwin
“"Beven. Tr. Berenger's mother was Hmelia Catherine Keyser,
~daughter of Bernard Gabriel Keyser, who held an important revenue
“appointment in the early days of British rule, - She survived her
“hugband 51 years and died in 1929 at the age of 82 years, It‘is pro-
I 'bable that Koayset Street in the Pettah, one of the principal Bur-

gher 1es1dent:al Iooahines in fiimes gone by, took its name from this
fa.nnly . )

Fa.hher Berengm ‘wag educated at 8t. Benedmt's College,

“Colombo, and:-later at St. Aathony’s Oollege, Kandy After leaving
. the latter. institation, where he shewed mugh promise, he joined the
.___Banedmﬁme Oxder of Missionary Monks on the 15th December,
21889, Here, for the nexb fom‘ vears, he contmued at 8. Anthony’s
_Abbey his studies in the ‘ ‘Huamanities™ in Greek, Latin, and

In June 1898 he entered the Papal Semmary at

muc];;_ re_gmd b_y _h_ls professors

He was raised to the
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Sacordotal Ovder of Priests on the 24th June, 1899, but continuned
his course of studies in Feclesiastical History at the Papal Aca-
demy until April 1900. He had » distinguished career as a student,
both abt his own Benedictine Abbey as well as at the Papal Semi.

nary, where for nearly elaven years affer leaving College, he
unflaggingly prosecuted his higher studies.

On leaving the Papal Academy in April 1900, Fr. Berenger was
immediately appointed, withont as usual having to seétve asan
Assistant for some time, full Parish Priest of the imporfant Parish of
Dimbula, comprising Talawalkele, Lindula, Agrapatna, Pundaluoyas,
right up to Nanu Oya. This area was the picreer planting district
at the time. The planbers of those days were a very exelusive and
privileged class as they were all to a man proprietory planters and
nob Company employers, They were all Public 8chool and Univer-
sity educnted but [Fr. Berenger was breated with the greatest good-
will, He was admibted to all their various social and athletic elubs,
There was hardly a funetion to which ke was not invited, At a
recepbion given by the Dimbunla Planters in 1902 to 1ke Duchess of
Hesse, Father Berenger, the only Ceylonese invited, was epecially
presented o Her Royal Highness,

Father Barenger left tha Dimbula Parish in 1905 after a fruit-
ful Iahour of six years and was appointed to Baduila, having the
entire Uva Province, with the exception of Bandarawela, in his
charge, He remained here for 15 years. The District wae at that
time in a very backward state. The yailway had not been opened
and .motor cars were unknown, the only means of transport being
the double-ballack cart, Wather Berenger had to visit his scattered
flock on foot, traversing jungle paths infested with wild animals and
the ubiguitous leech. Father Berenger was also Parish Priest at

. varions fimes at Nuwara Eliya, Nawalapitiva and Bandarawela, and
was finally nppointed to the Kadugannawa-Galagedera District,
where he worked for ten years.

Af the age of filty-six he entered on a new phase of his life and
bagan to travel extensivaly in foreign parts. Journeying to Ameries,
he did parish work at Detroit, Michigan, for a few months. but
finding the elimaiic coaditions unsuitable, he retnrned to Ceylon

-on medieal advice and took up duties once again in Kadveannawa-
Galagedera. Wherever he was stationed, he left an indelible mark
by bunilding, renovabing or enlarging Ohuarches, Convents, Schools,
ele,, apd. introducing other improvements. He was instrumental
in getting both the Good Shepherd. Nung and the Morist Christian
Brothers to assigt in the educatichial sphere for the first Hime in
the Uva Province. He had the privilege of building the firet Church
in Coylon dedicated to St. Therese of Tieusenx, pepnlarly known
as “ The Little Flower,” Who was canonised by Pope Piug XT, This

. benutifnl Chureh in ent stone is sitoated on an eminence facing
Peradeniya Junction, and is frequently visited by pilgrims.

s
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Bub his trip bo Awerica by o means éxhﬂ.us_ts his travels, He
has been three times round the world by three different routes and

. ‘out of the island on six different cccasions. His trips to America

incladed Canada. OCne of the three trips to Capada was from Van-
soaver to Montreal, performed in mid-winter, right through the
Canadian Rockies, a distance of nearly 3,500 miles, during ‘the'
course: of which be saw the weondertul glaciers and enormous ice-
mouantains—an unforgebbable sight. He shot the 5u. Liawrence

Rapids from Toronto up o Quebec—an exhilaraiing but awesome

adventure. He was one of the first to go over.the Ni_agal'a Falle,
in a sort of cage, run as an electric finicular, which had then been
recently introduced.

Father Berenger has had the rarve experience of descending n
coal mine 1600 fest in depth at Chicopee, U.8.A, and hilpse]f
chipping off a bit of coal, which he still treaseres. On this .trlp he
partook of a homely meal in the bowels of the eartb with 1-he_
miners—in contrast with one he had in an inn in the highest hotel
in the world, on the summit of Jungfrau in the Bernese Alps
Father Berenger has also had the somewhat singular experience of
shenring sheep at a farm near Canberra and still retains the wool
as o memento. Fishing on Loch Ness, Scotland, which came into
pronlinence some years ago on account of & supposed monster to be
geen in its wabers, is among his other exploits.

The rains of ancient cities are among the other sights seen:

' b'sz Father Berenger in the course of his extensive travels. The

Naoropolis, the oldest known historvical monument in the .wcrld;-
the Steppes Pyramid, five miles in the desert from Hellopohs_: the
ruing at Damascus and also those of Baalbek in.the ancient city of
Baal, the sun god, about 85 miles from Damasens; the ruins out-
gide Damascus; the granite pillar in Syria, said to be the largest
column in the world hewn out of one single block— these are some:
of the other tamous sights he has seen. He hag vigited the ruinsef
ancient . Bome, such as the Colosseum, and the varlous forums
Pompeiiand Herculaneum. He twice ascended Mt. Vesuviuvs, on the
gsecond occusion when the voleano wasin slight eruption, He v%sit‘e-d'
the Acropolis in Athens and was much impressed by the majestic
rains still in good preservation of the Parthenon, the Erechtheu{n,_
and the temple of Nike Apbteros. But notwithstanding sl this,

Wather Berenger gives pride of place tio our own magnificent ruins.in

Ceylon—those especially of Anuradbapura and Polonnaruwa.

In his day Father Befenger displayed a sbrong penchant for
climbing and may he said to have ascended every known’ monru_mel:lb
in the world. He has been to the top of the Woolwick Building in
New York containing nearly a hundred storeys, the observation
tower of which surmounts the clouds; he has climbed: the  Biffel
Tower in-Paris: Jcotts montument in Bdinbnrgh and that of Robert

- Burns on Oaldon Hill; the Leaning Tower of Pisa in Italy, and the-
" penowned Belfry in Benges, Belgium, the chime of its bells beipg

pefercad to by Liongzlellow in the following couplet g
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“Loud at times and low at times,
And changing like a poet’s rhymes.”

Father Barenger bas performed other unusual feats. He has
besn inside the arm of the Stabue of Liberty (now prohibited}at the
entrance to New York harbour; also the hollow body of the largest
image of Buddha in the world, keown as the Kamakura Buddha in
Japan; and most thrilling of all, he has entered the ball on which
is fixed the Cross on the very summit of the Cupola on the dome of
St. Patier’s Basilica in Rome.

Father Berenger has at various times visited most of the
Catholic religious sancbuaries in the world., e has been twice to
Liourdes and twice (o Lisieux. He has visited St. Anne de Beaupré,
near Quebec; the Holy Hounse in DLoretto in Italy; Walsingham near
Cambridge, 84, Francis Assisi in Central Italy; 8t. Marlk’s ab
Venice; St. John Nappumochene in Prague, and last but not least
Father Berenger visited $t. Anthopy's Shrine at Padua in Northern
Italy—bhe last mentioned place no fewer than four times between
1908 and 1989,

But it is not only famous places that Father Berenger has
vigited. He has seen, met, and conversed with men of world-wide
reputation, among them King George VI, and Queen Elizabeth the
two Royal Princerses; the Duke of Windsor; the Duke and Duchess
of Gtloucester; the Emperor of ‘Austria, Fransz Joseph; the Emperor
of Germany, Kaiser Wilkelm 1I; the Crown Prince; Archduke Francis
Fardinand of Avestria, whose agsassination in Serajevo was the
canse of World War 1; the present Emperor of Japan, Hirohite, on
the very day he was proclaimed Crown Prince of Japan 1919,
President Woodrow Wilson speaking in the Capitol at Washington;
President Hoover; and Thomas Alva Idison. He was received
in private sudience in Dublin by Hamon de Valeira and saw Neville
Chamberlain and Lord Halifax when they went to Rome to meet
Signer Mussclini. He visited the Houge of Lords when it was in
geasion; and was present in the House of Commons to hear a spirit-
ed debabe bhetween Neville Chamberlain and Lloyd George.

" No léss noleworthy are Father Berenger's achievement on the
spiritnal side. Iather Berenger has seen, met and spoken to four
consecutive Popes—one may say five—Pope Pivs X in 1908;

Benedict XV in 1919; Pius XI, onece in 1929 and a second time on.

2nd February, 1939, only ten days hefore this aged Pontifi’s death.
He was present at the magnificent obsequies of this Pontiff, Finally,

Father Berenger was in Rome during the Blection and Coronation -

of the presaent Pope Pius XII, whom he also knew when the latter
was Cardinal Chamberlain to his predecessor Pope Pius X1, At the
golemn obsequies of Pius XTI and at the brilliaut Coronation cere-

monies of Pias XI1I, the reigning Pontiff, Father Berenger bad "
ragerved seats, which enabled him to view the proceedings with

comfort among such a vast gathering which crowded the great
Basilica of 86, Peter's,
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This skeftich of Father Berenger's life may give the impression
that hfj was one who was fully absorbed in spiritua]l things to the
?Xclusmn of mundane matters. This is far from being the case. He
is very fond of outidoor sports and indoor gnmes. He bas witnessed
many o game of oricket at Lord’s and other grounds, He has seen
the boat race hotween Oxford and Cambridge, and was present at
the Derby in 1939, when Blue Peter won this notable race, almost in
& qanber. He is a good Bridge player and éxcels at Chess. His
Chief hobbies, apart from books, of which he has a good collection,
are stamps, of which he has some rare Papal States and penny
issues, and match-box labelg running into thousands, He is a keen
numismatist, and in this field too his collection is a notable one.
T_he coin he prizes most is a Kroger Sovereign, which he purchased -
himself from General de Oliveira in 1901 when he wag in Ceylon;
also a gold coin of Napoleon I, minted when he was only First Consul
of France and not yet Bmperor. This is o very rare coin,

‘Fa,ther Berenger is no mean linguist, DBesides English, in
which heis a facile writer and a fluent easy speaker, he reads,
speaks, writes and preaches in Sinhalese, Tamil, and the local
Portnguese patois., He speaks Latin fluently, as well as Italian,
French and German, He is familiar with Esperanto, and is the
only Fellow in Ceylon of the British Esperanto Association, to which
body he was elected in 1915, As a world traveller, with friends
seatitered over ail parte of the Globe, Father Berenger finds Hs-
peranto the only means of keeping in touch with them by corres-
pondence. Other imstitutions to which bhe belongs are the Royal
Empire Socieiy, London, of which he is a Tife Fellow, and also of
the Liocal Branch in Ceylon; an Associate Member of the Socisty
Intiernationale de Philologie Seciences at Beaox Arts, and a member

- of the Pelman Institube,

A life marked by s0 much travel must have its adventurous

* gide, and Father Berenger has at least one gtirring incident to

reI;L_te. After travelling in Hgypt, Palestine, Juden, Lebanon, and
Byria, he embarked on a cargo-passenger boat ab Alexandretta, the
Northern part of Syria, bound for Genoa. In the eourse of this
voyage the boat ran aground on a sandbank and remained there for
ﬁve' days, despite all efforts to refloat her. At the end of this
period, ta guote Father Berenger, “the ship of its own accord
gracefully extricated herself and took to the open sea as if nothing

. had happened.” It should be mentioned that one circumstance
- that contributed to make Father Berenger's fravels a pleasing ex-

paerience was tl:_lat he was a good sailor and hardly ever knew the
terrors of sea-sickness, ‘

_ In June 1949 Father Barenger celebrated his Golden Jubilee of
Priasthood with much éclat at the Hill capital where he was born
76 years earlier. He was, if not the first Ceylonese, certainly the
first Dateh Burgher, to do so. His relations, friends, and well-

- wighers g:ntbe_red avound him, and the many religious and social
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functions organised by them passed off very well, On this auspl'-
clous occasion, Father Berenger received a personal message arlld j
spaeial blessing from His Holiness the Pope, ab whose. election an
coronafion, as bas already been seen, Father Berenger was present
in 1989. I
The following estimate of Father Berque_r’s chara_cter, Wr.suien
by one who knew him well, is a tair deseription of his e.xplon?&,——t
"WPather Berenger believes and pats into practice the a-:s:lem‘ Lhz'x
Travel is a part of Nducation. We have kn_pwn ;hlr.n paclk his Lt‘l]plis
siddenly and embark on a world tour, and whils we were .k!md.y
aware that he had lef§ these shores, and were Joolglng for i)lm in
the Indian Oosan, he had already crossed the Antipodes, knelt ‘ﬂjh
the feet of QOur Sovereign Pontiif, and passed the threshold o# Lhel
New World., His excursions have embrz}ced bnnar]y every guarter of
the world, e has been where the sunis said, pqetzc_al]y, to_eqnerge
from the eastern gates and wherse in fiery glory it divs bebind ‘the‘
wesfern hills, ., Ifgengraphers could assure Father Berenger that
even the frigid Ansavcbic will repay & visut,_we have.no d_oubt.th{?\.-t
that remote part of the Globe too will be included in his peregri-
nations.”

Having reached the age of 75 years an_ﬁ ii_vea a life full of geod
daeds and usefulness, Father Berenger decided two years ago, oxy_m.g
toill-health, to retire from active Wprk and fto underiake l}ght
duties. He therefore retired to the litile Church at St. Joseph’s af
Halloluwa, two miles from Kandy, on the banks of the Mahawell
Ganga, which he has renovated and imp:.-obvt:zd‘ Here he spends the
gsunset of his life ministering to &he Spll‘ltu&]\' nee'ds of a dozen
Catholic families, He has builta little cotiage to_r himself, the h.est
room in which is used as a libravy, well-stocked _wmh boo_ks treating
on nearly every subject, for Fr. Berf_anger' Lelieves, w:ih Oarlylp,
that “‘the medern university is a university of _books. er will
conclude this inadequate sketch of“a greab.ﬁgure in the 0111.1[‘01:1 of
Roms by quaiing his own words:— Theve is no 'educatlon gso frait-
ful as mixing and mingling and interchanging ideas and fthoughts

with peoples and nations in all strats of life, giving of your own and

receiving from others,”

One final word. Fabher Berenger, a loyal member of the Union,
who has travelled far and wide, thinks, as others have done before
him, thab there is no place to comprre with Ceylon, and he expresses
this view in the homely words of the poet:

“Where'er I roam, whatever realms I see, y
My heart untravelled, fondly turns to thee!

J. BT,
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- THINGS IN GENERAL

[FROM A WOMAN'S STANDPOINT.]

Our Responsibilities -

By ATHEFA,

"I sometimes take mysolf to tagk
* Liest of the fullness of my life
Tleave an empty flagk.”
wTennyson,

Don't shirk! If you wish fo he happy, accept your respongi-

- b.ilii'.'ies. Give due consideration to them, and resclve to discharge
them af all times to the best of youy ability.

We are responsible, firstly, for ourselves: for what we are, and

‘what we seem. The primary test for our fitness for any responsi-

bility lies in self-conquest. We must then begin by learning teo

-command ourselves, We are responsible for our fempers, our
- moods, our behaviour af home or abroad. We are thus in & Way our
“own, to do as we like with, to will ourselves away to the lowest in
"self-destruction, or to the highest in self-consecration,

We are responsible for the influence of our sex. 1t iga grave

‘responsibility to have been born a woman, and it has one supreme

responsibility —influence. We are responsible for the influence we

-exercise first on our own sex, on the girls and women we meet, work
‘with, falk wibh, live with, and then on the other gex, our mothers,

hushands, brothers, the men we meeb in society, in our homes, or
oub of them. We have a grave responsibility towards them all, the

. responsibility of & woman’s influence. A woran can degrade & man
“or elevate him, just as her infiluence tends towards good or evil.

“Faust degraded himself for Margaret, but Dante uplifted himself
‘for Beatrice,

We are responsible for our appearances. It does matter how
we look and what we wear. A woman’s face is, as a rule, the story

of her life. There are some exceptions which tell ignoble lies,

- painted, powdered faces, and othere which tell noble lies, which in
. rpite of pain, worry, and many heart-aches are so conticlled as to
~..8how mo frace of them, but usually a woman's faceis an index to
i her life.- The life shines through the face, and a beautiful life scen
i-thiraugh a beantiful or plain face is an uplifting influence. Expres-

sions convey impressions, and our lives are responsible for our

~looks.

We are responsible for our health. God wants uws at our
I}é&lhhiesb and our best, when onr bodies are strongest and fairest,

“and-our minds keenest and clearest, for then can we be of most use






