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REV- FR- B E R E N G E R , O-S-B-
(AS A Y O U N G MAN) 

lie celebrated the Golden Jtddlee 
of his .Priesthood in June, 1949. 
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REV. FR. BERENGER, O.S.B. 

It is many years sinoe we published a biographical sketch of 
the life of Bishop Bede Beekmeyer,* and the time seems opportune 
to say something about another eminent member of the same 
Church. Bishop Baekmeyer spent almost the whole of his life in 
the Kandy District;. The subject of our sketch was himself born 
and educated in Kandy, and though he was called upon to fill 
several important appointments in the Diocese of Kandy, with 
marked credit to himself, he was yet able to indulge his bent for 
travel to the full, and visited many par ts of the world which are 
only names to most of us. 

. Bev. Fr. Don John Marie Berenger was the third son and the 
fifth child of his parents . He was born in Kandy on the 18th Octo­
ber, 1873. His father was Edward James Berenger, whose name 
appears as a practising Proctor in 1864 along with tha t of Edwin 
Beven. Fr. Berenger's mother was Emelia Catherine Keyser, 
daughter of Bernard Gabriel Keyser, who held an important revenue 
appointment in the early days of British rule. She survived her 
husband 51 years and died in 1929 at the age of 82 years. I t is pro­
bable tha t Keyser Street in the Pet tah, one of the principal Bur­
gher residential localities in times gone by, took its name from this 
family. 

Father Berenger was educated at St. Benedict's College, 
Colombo, and later at St. Anthony's College) Kandy. After leaving 
the latter institution, where he shewed much promise,he joined the 
Benedictine Order of Missionary Monks on the 15th December, 
1889. Here, for the next four years, he continued at St. Anthony's 
Abbey his studies in the "Humani t i e s" in Greek, Latin, and 
Rhetorics. In June 1893 he entered the Papal Seminary at 
Ampitiya, and for seven years more he prosecuted his studies in 
Philosophy, Theology, and Canon Law, under distinguished Jesuit 
Professors, one of whom was the eminent Rector of Louvain Uni­
versity, Belgium, Fr. A. Vandera. Here, too, Fr. Berenger was an 
outstanding student, being invariably at the top of his class, and 
was held in much regard by his professors. He was raised to the 

* D.B.TJ. Journal Tol. XXV, ffp, 1, P, 33, 
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Sacerdota l Order of P r i e s t s on t he 24th J u n e , 1899, bu t con t inued 
his course of s tud ies in Ecc les ias t ica l H i s to ry a t t h e P a p a l Aca­
demy unt i l Apri l 1900. H e had a d i s t ingu i shed career as a s t u d e n t , 
b o t h a t h i s own Bened ic t ine Abbey as well as a t t h e Papa l Semi­
nary , where for nea r ly eleven yea r s after leaving College, he 
unflaggingly prosecuted his h ighe r s tud ie s . 

On leaving t h e Papa l Academy in April 1900, F r . Berenger was 
i m m e d i a t e l y appointed, w i t h o u t as usua l h a v i n g t o seive as a n 
A s s i s t a n t for some t ime , full Pa r i sh P r i e s t of t he i m p o r t a n t P a r i s h of 
D imba la , compr is ing Ta lawakele , L indnla , .Agrapatna, Punda luoya , 
r i g h t up to Nanu Oya. Th is a r ea was t h e p ioneer p l an t ing d i s t r i c t 
a t t h e t ime . The p l a n t e r s of those days were a very exclusive and 
pr ivi leged class as t h e y were all t o a man p r o p r i e t a r y p l a n t e r s and 
n o t Company employer s . T h e y were all Publ ic School and Univer ­
s i ty educa ted bn t F r . Berenger was t r e a t e d wi th t h e g r e a t e s t good­
will. He was a d m i t t e d to all t h e i r var ious social and a t h l e t i c c lubs. 
T h e r e was h a r d l y a funct ion to which he was no t inv i t ed . At a 
recep t ion given by t h e D i m b u l a P l a n t e r s in 1902 t o t h e Dnc-hess of 
Hesse , F a t h e r Berenger , the only Ceylonese inv i ted , was specially 
p re sen ted to H e r Royal H i g h n e s s . 

F a t h e r B e r e n g e r left t h e Dimbula Pa r i sh in 1905 af te r a fruit­
ful labour of six: y e a r s and w a s appo in ted t o Badu l la , h a v i n g t h e 
ent i re TJva Province, w i t h t he except ion of B a n d a r a w e l a . in his 
charge . H e remained he re for 1.5 years . The Di s t r i c t was a t t h a t 
t ime in a very backward s t a t e . The r a i lway bad no t been opened 
and m o t o r ca r s were u n k n o w n , t he only m e a n s of t r a n s p o r t being 
t h e double-bullock c a r t . F a t h e r B e r e n g e r had t o vis i t h i s s ca t t e r ed 
flock on foot, t r a v e r s i n g jungle p a t h s infested with wild an imals and 
t h e ubiqui tous leech. F a t h e r Berenger was also P a r i s h P r i e s t a t 
var ious t imes a t N a w a r a EHya, Nawa lap i t i ya and B a n d a r a w e l a , and 
was filially appoin ted to t h e K a d u g a n n a w a - G a l a g e d e r a Di s t r i c t , 
w h e r e he worked for t en y e a r s . 

At t he age of fifty-six he en te red on a new phase of his life and 
bagan to t r ave l extensively in foreign p a r t s . J o u r n e y i n g to America , 
he did par ish work a t De t ro i t , Michigan , for a few m o n t h s , bu t 
finding t h e c l ima t ic condi t ions unsu i t ab le , b e r e tu rned to Ceylon 

. on medical advice and took up du t ies once again in K a d n g a n n a w a -
G.ilagedera. "Wherever be was s ta t ioned , he left an indel ible ma.rk 
by building, r enova t ing or enlarg ing Churches , Convents , Schools, 
etc . , and in t roduc ing o the r improvemen t s . Be was i n s t r u m e n t a l 
in gett ing, bo th t he Good Shephsr.d..;.N"nns a n d t h e M a r i s t Chr i s t i an 
B r o t h e r s to assis t in t h e educa t iona l sphe re for t h e first t ime in 
t h e TJva Prov ince . H e had t h e privilege of bui lding t h e first Church 
in Ceylon dedica ted to S t . Therese of Lieusenx, popnlar lv known 
as " The L i t t l e F lower ," who' was canonised by P o p e Pius X I . Th is 
beaut iful Church in c u t s tone is s i t u a t e d on a n eminence facing 
Pe raden iya J u n c t i o n , and is f requent ly visited by p i lgr ims . 
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But his t r ip to Amer ica by no means exhaus t s h is t ravels , H e 
has been t h r e e t imes round the world by t h r e e different r o u t e s and 
out of the is land on six different occas ions . H i s t r i p s to A m e r i c a 
included Canada. One of t h e t h r e e t r ips to Canada was from Van­
couver to Mont rea l , per formed in mid -win te r , r igh t t h rough t h e 
Canadian Rockies, a d i s tance of nea r ly 3,500 miles , dur ing the 
course of which he saw the wonderful glaciers and e n o r m o u s ice-
m o u n t a i n s — a n unforge t tab le s ight . B e sho t t h e S t . L a w r e n c e 
Rapids from Toron to u p ' t o Quebec—an exhi lara t ing bu t awesome 
adven tu re . He was one of t h e first to go over t he N i a g a r a Fal l? , 
in a sor t of cage, run as an e lec t r ic finicular, which had t h e n been 
recent ly i n t roduced . 

F a t h e r Be renge r h a s had the r a re experience of descending a 
coal mine 1600 feat in dep th a t Chicopee, U.S.A., and himself 
chipping off a h i t of coal , which he still t r e a s u r e s . On t h i s t r i p he 
par took of a homely meal in t h e bowels of t h e ea r th wi th t h e 
miners —in c o n t r a s t wi th one he had in an inn in t h e h ighes t h o t e l 
in t h e world, on t he s u m m i t of Jungi ' r au in t h e Be rnese Alps 
F a t h e r Berenger h a s also had the s o m e w h a t s ingular exper ience of 
shear ing sheep a t a farm nea r C a n b e r r a and st i l l r e t a i n s t h e wool 
as a m e m e n t o . F i sh ing on Loch Ness , Scot land, which came into1 

prominence some years ago on a c c o u n t of a supposed m o n s t e r t o be 
seen in i t s wa te rs , is among h i s o the r exploi ts . 

The r u i n s of anc ien t c i t ies are among the o the r s i gh t s seen 
by F a t h e r B e r e n g e r in t he course of h i s ex tens ive t r ave l s . The 
Necropolis , t he oldest k n o w n h i s to r ica l m o n u m e n t in t h e wor ld ; 
the Steppes Pyramid , five miles in the dese r t from Hel iopol i s : t he 
ruins a t Damascus and also those of Baalbek in t he anc i en t city of 
Baal , t he sun god, abou t 85 miles from D a m a s c u s ; the- r u i n s out ­
side D a m a s c u s ; t he g ran i t e pillar in Syria, said to be t h e la rges t 
co lumn in the world hewn out of one s ingle block— these a re some 
of t he o the r famous s igh t s he h a s seen. He h a s visi ted t he ruins-of 
anc ien t Rome, such as t he Colosseum, and the var ious fo rums 
Pompeii and H e r c u l a n e u m . He twice ascended Mt. Vesuvius , on t h e 
second occasion when the volcano was in s l ight e rup t ion . H e visited 
t he Acropolis in A t h e n s and was much impressed by the majes t ic 
ru ins s t i l l in good p rese rva t ion of t h e P a r t h e n o n , t h e E r e c h t b e u m , 
and the temple of Nike Apteros . B u t n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g all t h i s , 
F a t h e r Berenger gives pr ide of place to our own magnif icent r u i n s in 
Ceylon—those especially of A n u r a d h a p u r a and P o l o n n a r u w a . 

In h i s day F a t h e r B e r e n g e r displayed a s t rong p e n c h a n t for 
c l imbing and may be said to have ascended every known m o n u m e n t 
in the world. H e h a s been to t he top of t he Woolwiek Bui ld ing in 
Hew York con t a in ing near ly a hundred s to reys , t he observa t ion 
tower of which s u r m o u n t s t h e clouds; he h a s climbed t h e Eiffel 
Tower in Par is ; Sco t t s m o n u m e n t in Ed inburgh and t h a t of E o b e i t 
Burns on Oaldon Hill; t h e L e a n i n g Tower of P i sa in I t a l y , and t h e 
renowned Belfry in Bruges, Belgium, the chime of its bells- being 
ref̂ MQd to by L,ong£oUov7 in tue following couplet*" v 
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"Loud at times and low at times, 
And changing like a poet's rhymes." 

Father Berenger has performed other unusual feats. He has 
been inside the arm of the Statue of Liberty (now prohibited) at the 
entrance to New York harbour; aiso the hollow body of the largest 
image oE Buddha in the world, known as the Kamakura Buddha in 
Japan; and most thrilling of all, he has entered the ball on which 
is fixed the Gross on the very summit of the Cupola on the dome of 
St- Peter 's Basilica in Rome. 

Father Berenger has at various times visited most of the 
Catholic religious sanctuaries in the world. He has been twice to 
Lourdes and twice to Lisieux. He has visited St* Anne de Bean pre, 
near Quebec; the Holy House in Loretto in Italy; Walsingham near 
Cambridge, St. Francis Assisi in Central Italy; St. Mark's at 
Venice; St- John Nappumochene in Prague, and last but not least 
Fa ther Berenger visited St. Anthony's Shrine at Padua in Northern 
Italy—the last mentioned place no fewer than four times between 
1908 and 1989. 

But it is not only famous places that Father Berenger has 
visited. He has seen, met, and conversed with men of world-wide 
reputation, among them King George VI. and Queen Elizabeth the 
two Royal Princesses; the Duke of Windsor; the Duke and Duchess 
of Gloucester; the Emperor of Austria, Fransz Joseph; the Emperor 
of Gerrqany, Kaiser Wilhelm II ; the Crown Prince; Archduke Francis 
Ferdinand of Austria, whose assassination in Serajevo was the 
cause of World War I; the present Emperor of Japan, Hirohito.on 
the very day he was proclaimed Crown Prince of Japan 1919, 
President Woodrow Wilson speaking in the Capitol at Washington; 
President Hoover; and Thomas Alva Edison. He was received 
in private audience in Dublin by Eamon de Valeira and saw Neville 
Chamberlain and Lord Halifax when they went to Borne to meet 
Signor Mussolini. He visited the House of Lords when it was in 
session; and was present in the House of Commons to hear a spirit­
ed debate between Neville Chamberlain and Lloyd George. 

No less noteworthy are Father Berenger's achievement on the 
spiritual side. Father Berenger has seen, met and spoken to four 
consecutive Popes—one may say five— Pope Piu s X in 1908; 
Benedict XV in 1919; Pius XI, once in 1929 and a second time on. 
2nd February, 1939, only ten days before this aged Pontiff's death. 
He was present at the magnificent obsequies of this Pontiff. Finally, 
Father Berenger was in Rome during the Election and Coronation 
of the present Pope Pius XII, whom he also knew when the lat ter 
was Cardinal Chamberlain to his predecessor Pope Pius XI. At the 
solemn obsequies of Pius XI and a t the brilliant Coronation cere­
monies of Pius XII, the reigning Pontiff, Father Berenger had 
reserved seats, which enabled Mm to view the proceedings with 
comfort among such a vast gathering'which crowded the great 
Basilica of St. Peter's. 

DUTCH BUKGfiEK UNION 5 
This sketch of Father Berenger's life may give the impression 

that he was one who was fully absorbed in spiritual things to the 
exclusion of mundane mat ters . This is far from being the case. He 
is very fond of outdoor sports and indoor games. He has witnessed 
many a game of cricket a t Lord's and other grounds. He has seen 
the boat race between Oxford and Cambridge, and was present at 
the Derby in 1939, when Blue Peter won this notable race, almost m 
a canter. He is a good Bridge player and excels at Chess. His 
Chief hobbies, apart from books, of which he has a good collection, 
are stamps, of which he has some rare Papal States and penny 
issues, and match-box labels running into thousands. He is a keen 
numismatist, and in this field too his collection is a notable one. 
The coin he prizes most is a Kruger Sovereign, which he purchased 
himself from General de Oliveira in 1901 when he was in Ceylon; 
aiso a gold coin of Napoleon I, minted when he was only First Consul 
of France and not yet Emperor. This is a very rare coin. 

_ Father Berenger is no mean linguist. Besides English, in 
which he is a facile writer and a fluent easy speaker, he reads, 
speaks, writes and preaches in Sinhalese, Tamil, and the local 
Portuguese patois. He speaks Latin fluently, as well as Italian, 
French and German. He is familiar with Esperanto, and is the 
only Fellow in Ceylon of the British Esperanto Association, to which 
body he was elected in 1915. As a world traveller, with friends 
scattered over all parts of the Globe, Father Berenger finds Es­
peranto the only means of keeping in touch with them by corres­
pondence. Other institutions to which he belongs are the Boyal 
Empire Society, London, of which he is a Life Fellow, and also of 
the Local Branch in Ceylon; an Associate Member of the Society 
Internationale de Philologie Sciences at Beaux Arts, and a member 
of the Pelman Insti tute. 

A life, marked by so much travel must have its adventurous 
side, and Father Berenger has at least one stirring incident to 
relate, After travelling in Egypt, Palestine, Judea, Lebanon, and 
Syria, he embarked on a cargo-passenger boat at Aiexandretta, the 
Northern part of Syria, bound for Genoa. In the course of this 
voyage the boat ran aground on a sandbank and remained there for 
five days, despite all efforts to refloat her. At the end of this 
period, to quote Father Berenger, " the ship of its own accord 
gracefully extricated herself and took to the open sea as if nothing 
had happened." I t should be mentioned tha t one circumstance 
that contributed to make Father Berenger's travels a pleasing ex­
perience was tha t he was a good sailor and. hardly ever knew the 
terrors of sea-sickness. 

In June 1949 Father Berenger celebrated his Golden Jubilee of 
Priesthood with much eclat at the Hill capital where he was born 
76 years earlier. He was, if not the first Ceylonese, certainly the 
first Dutch Burgher, to do so, His relations, friends, and well-
wishers gathered around him, and the many religious and. social 
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func t ions o rgan i sed by t h e m passed off very well . On t h i s auspi­
cious occasion, F a t h e r Befenger received a personal message and a 
special blessing from His Hol iness t h e Pope , a t whose elect ion and 
coronat ion , as h a s a l ready been seen, F a t h e r Berenger was p r e sen t 
in 19.89. 

The following e s t i m a t e of F a t h e r Berenge r ' s c h a r a c t e r , w r i t t e n 
by one who knew him well, is a fair descr ip t ion of his exploits — 
" F a t h e r Berenger believes and p a t s i n t o p rac t i ce t he axiom t h a t 
Travel is a p a r t of Educa t ion . We have known him pack his t r u n k s 
suddenly and e m b a r k on a world tour , and while we were ba id ly 
aware thab he had left these sho re s , and were looking for h im in 
t h e I n d i a n Ocean, he had already crossed t h e Antipodes?, kne l t a t 
t h e feat of Our Sovereign Pontiff, and passed the t h r e sho ld of t he 
New World. H i s excurs ions have embraced near ly every q u a r t e r of 
t he world. He has been where t he sun is said, poetically, to emerge 
f rom the eas te rn ga tes and where in fiery glory it dips behind t h e 
wes te rn hil ls . . . If g e o g r a p h e r s could assure F a t h e r Berenger t h a t 
even the frigid Antarc t ic will repay a visi t , we h a v e no doub t t h a t 
t h a t r emote pa r t of t h e Globe too will be included in his peregr i ­
n a t i o n s . " 

Hav ing reached t h e age of 75 years and lived a life full of good 
deeds and usefulness , F a t h e r Berenger decided two years ago, owing 
t o i l l -heal th , to r e t i r e from ac t ive work and to u n d e r t a k e l i gh t 
du t i e s . He therefore re t i red to t he l i t t l e Church a t St . Joseph ' s a t 
Hal lo luwa, two miles from Kandy , on t h e banks of t h e Mahawel i 
Ganga, which he h a s r enova ted and improved. H e r e he spends t h e 
sunse t of h is life min i s te r ing to t he sp i r i tua l needs of a dozen 
Cathol ic famil ies . He has built a l i t t l e co t t age for himself, t h e bes t 
r oom in which is used as a l ibrary , well-stocked wi th books t r e a t i n g 
on near ly every subject , for F r . Berenger bel ieves , w i t h Carlyle , 
t h a t " t h e modern, un ivers i ty is a un ive r s i ty of books ." We will 
conclude th is inadequa te ske tch of a g r e a t figure in t h e Church of 
Rome by quo t ing his own w o r d s : — " T h e r e is no educa t ion so frui t ­
ful as mixing and mingl ing and i n t e r c h a n g i n g ideas and t h o u g h t s 
wi th peoples and na t i ons in all s t r a t a of life, giving of your own and 
rece iv ing f rom o t h e r s . " 

One final word. F a t h e r Berenger , a loyal member of t he Union , 
who h a s t rave l led far and wide, t h i n k s , as o t h e r s h a v e done before 
h im, t h a t t h e r e is no place to compare wi th Ceylon, and he expresses 
t h i s view in the homely words of the poet: 

' ' W h e r e ' e r I roam, wha teve r rea lms I see, 
My h e a r t un t rave l l ed , fondly t u r n s to t h e e . " 

J . R. T. 
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THINGS IN GENERAL 
[ F R O M A W O M A N ' S S T A N D P O I N T , ] 

Out" Responsibi l i t ies 

BY ATHENA. 
u I sometimes hike myself to tusk 

' Lost of the fullness of my life 
I leave an empty flask." 

. . —Tennyson, 

D o n ' t s h i r k ! If you wish to be happy, accept your responsi ­
bi l i t ies . Give due cons ide ra t ion to t b e m , and resolve to d i scbarge 
t h e m a t all t imes to t h e bes t of your abi l i ty . 

We are responsible, firstly, for ourse lves ; for w h a t we are , and 
w h a t we seem. The p r i m a r y t e s t for our fitness for any respons i ­
bility lies in self-conquest . We m u s t t h e n begin by l ea rn ing t o 
c o m m a n d ourse lves . We are responsible for our t e m p e r s , our 
moods, our behav iour a t home or abroad . We are t h u s in a way our 
own, to do as we like wi th , to will ourselves away to t he lowest in 
se l f -des t ruct ion , or to t he h ighes t in se l f -consecra t ion . 

We are responsible for t he influence of our sex. I t is a grave 
respons ib i l i ty to have been born a woman, and i t h a s one supreme 
respons ib i l i ty—inf luence . We are responsible for t he influence we 
exercise first on our own sex, on t h e girls and women we mee t , work 
with , ta lk wi th , live with , and then on the o the r sex, our m o t h e r s , 
husbands , b r o t h e r s , t he men we mee t in socie ty , in our homes , or 
out of t h e m . We have a grave respons ib i l i ty t owards t h e m all, t h e 
respons ib i l i ty of a w o m a n ' s influence. A woman can degrade a m a n 
or e levate h im , jus t as he r influence t e n d s t o w a r d s good or evil . 
F a u s t degraded himself for M a r g a r e t , bub D a n t e uplifted h imse l f 
for Bea t r i ce . 

We are respons ib le for our appea rances . I t does m a t t e r how 
we look and wha t we wear . A woman ' s face is, as a rule, t h e s to ry 
of he r life. There a re some except ions which te l l ignoble lies, 
pa in ted , powdered faces, and o t h e r s which tel l noble lies, which in 
sp i te of pain, worry, and m a n y h e a r t - a c h e s are so cont io i led as to 
show no t r a c e of t h e m , b a t usual ly a w o m a n ' s face is an index to 
her life. The life sh ines t h r o u g h the face, and a beaut i fu l life seen 
th rough a beanfciful'or plain face is an uplif t ing influence. Expres­
s ions convey impress ions , and our lives a re respons ib le for our 
looks. 

We are responsible for our h e a l t h . God w a n t s us a t our 
hea l t h i e s t and our best , when our bodies a r e s t ronges t and fa i res t , 

■' and' out- minds keenes t and c leares t , for t h e n can we he of mos t use 
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in the world. And yet how many of us recklessly fling health away. 
Many girls in mad moods or fits of temper do rash things in a 
moment, which mean months of misery to themselves and others, 
We are responsible for the pampering or wasting of health by drugs 
oc stimulants which some women think harmless ; for all self-
made misery and hysteria which make others miserable as well as 
ourselves. 

"We are responsible for our faults. We have no right to shift 
them or a t tempt to shift them on others, to plead heredity, circum­
stances, &c, Our'faults are our own and we must correct them, 

We are responsible for our duty to our neighbours. "Upon the 
well-doing of each depends the well-being of all. Have you ever 
noticed anybody imitating you, or caught yourself adopting the 
style and manner of a friend ? Either observation shows you in a 
moment how dependent we are on one another, and how much there 
is of good or evil in life, which we either help or hinder by our 
examples. We can make ourselves a force for good or evil to our 
neighbours by the influence of the lives we lead. Therein lies our 
responsibilities towards them. We do not make the circumstances, 
but we are responsible for the a t t i tude with which we meet them, 

Our personal characters can do much to make women respected. 
"Sou, who are still maidens, are given the opportunity to bring up 
the standard of women's influence and to acquire a due sense of 
your responsibilities as women. The girl .who makes goodness 
attractive may be said to have achieved something in her day and 
generation. 

(II) How to Keep Servants, 

The servant problem is always with us, and our children and 
grand-children will have to grapple with it in knottier forms than 
we have to, at the present day. Domestic service seems somehow 
to have fallen into disrepute, and the servant class of today prefers 
to earn a living hy some form of employment which carries more of 
independence with it, 

Domestic service is decidedly more comfortable, but less well-
paid, and women as well as men prefer to be employed in factories, 
shops, plumbago sheds, where, after their stated hours of work are 
over, they can call their time their own instead of being at the beck 
and call of an exacting master or mistress, as is often the case when 
in domestic service, 

The class of servants obtainable today is so unreliable, and 
most people seem to be so unfortunate in this respect and have eo 
much trouble over them, that it seems to obsess their minds to the 
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exclusion of all other interests. I t is quite a common thing to hear 
the "servant trouble" discussed whenever two or three women are 
gathered together, each reciting her own woeful experiences, which 
seem worse than the other's. 

Some women seems to be utterly ineapable.of keeping their ser­
vants and one constantly sees new faces among their domestics, 
who seem to go as fast as they come, while that house acquires "a 
bad reputation for servants" in the locality, and eventually they 
find it very difficult to induce anyone to take service with them. 
The reason seems hard to find, as the family is small, the wages 
fair, and duties reasonable, but the exodus continues and each new 
servant is engaged only to leave within a few weeks. 

While, on the contrary1 houses in which there are a larger 
number of inmates and the work consequently heavier, while the 
wages are the same, seem to possess the secret of inducing their 
servants to remain with them year after year. 

After a consideration of the question from various points of 
view, I have come to the conclusion tha t much depends on the per­
sonality of the mistress of the house. If she has sympathy with her 
servants and tact, I think it goes a great way in her management 
of them. Some women give an unpleasant order to a servant in a 
tooe which instantly arouses feelings of resentment and gains only 
sullen obedience, while others give the same order in such a plea­
sant manner tha i it removes the feeling that there is anything 
derogatory in it, and the order is obeyed with such cheerful,alacrity 
that it is surprising. 

I t is also a fatal mistake to be constantly scolding servants, as 
some women have a habit of doing. I t only makes them rebellions, 
discontented and sulky. At their best, servants are but human and 
as liable to have their faults and make mistakes as ourselves, A 
grave rebuke moderately uttered carries far more weight than hours 
of hysterical scolding, and nagging. Others make their servants 
dishonest and unreliable by continually distrusting them. The 
result is that in spite of all their precautions they are robbed and 
cheated in a manner never experienced by their more easy-going 
and confiding neighbour who makes her servants understand tha t 
she trusts them, and depends on their honesty, giving them oppor­
tunities of proving it. 

As regards breakages—those daily tragedies of the housekeeper 
—it requires stern self-control to keep your temper when it is, as 
most often happens, the result of obvious carelessness, but heres 
too, scolding is most ineffectual and demoralizing, A warning for 
the first offence and a system of graduated and reasonable fines are 
more effective, 


