
The objects of the Union shall he : 

To promote the moral, intellectual, and social well-
being of the Butch descendants in Ceylon, 

•To gather by degrees a library for the use of the 
Union composed of all obtainable books and 

papers relating to the Dutch occupation of Ceylon, 
and standard -works in Dutch literature. 

To cause to be prepared and printed and 
published, papers, essays, etc: on questions relating 
to the history and origin of the Dutch Burghers of 
Ceylon, and to publish the genealogies of the Dutch 
families now in Ceylon. 

To prepare and publish a memorial history of the 
Dutch in Ceylon, descriptive of their social life 
and customs, their methods of administration, and 
the influence of these upon existing institutions in 
the Island. 
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T R A N S L A T I O N F R O M B A L D A E U S * B O O K . 

(Manuscript dated 22nd January 1836). 

Translation and Notes, 

By PETES BROHIER 

THE DUTCH ASSAULT ON THE FORTEESS .OF 
COLOMBO 

{Continued from page ISO, Vo't: XLI. No.4) 

In'the morning three of the most stately ships moved from the 
fleet steering,right into the Harbour.* 

*Fom* according to the Dutch account, the first two ventured close enough 
to bombard the For t , and they thundered vehemently and they were answered 

with equal vigour. The Ships Maid of Enkhuyzen and 
Workitm Maul of Workum were to approach as close to the Water Castle as -

EnlJutyscH Ter-Goes the soundings would permit each being manned by 110 
and Erasmus choice sailors and provided with 5000 lbs of ammunition 

as well as round and long case shots etc. They were to 
anchor in the best berths within the Harbour and to the Water Castle with vehe­
ment cannonading with a view to effect, the disembarkation of the troops whilst 
favoured by the smoke. The Tcr-G-oes and Erasmus were for this end to keep 
near the said ships but out of range of cannon each having a company of 100 
soldiers in addition t o sailors, The sloops long boats and skiffs were to ply about 
the latter ships—attentive to the concerted signals of the two fighting Bottoms— 
in order to haste to their assistance in case of necessity, or to proceed with the 
landing of the troops according to the exigencies of the moment—the assailing 
Force when in the Fortress or in the Town shall if expedient arrest further 
movents, till the Orange Flag should be displayed from the mid quarter at the 
Beach, the post of Captain Cuylenburgh's attack which was to be raised as a 
certain signal that the hind force had also penetrated the Town, and then were 
to follow such steps as the majority of the officers present would deem proper for 

the occasion. 
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"When the first mentioned two ships were steering for the Harbour, nil the 
other ships were to unfurl their martial flags at the poop and weighing anchor 
were by every mothod to make a sham show that they were all bearing down into 
the Harbour for a general attack carefully minding however to keep themselves 
beyond the reach of cannon and avoid injuring each other by their manovures. 
Pending the action of the two ships under orders for "engagement and the 
concerted landing of the troops the Town wns to be attacked, on the St. John 
Bastion from the sea side—the Rajuha Gate from the land side —the Cuirass by 
Captain Cuylenburgh seconded by Major Joan VanderLaan who was to assist the 
enterprise according to circumstances with the Troops assigned for that pm-pose 
under the direction of 8 other officers—among these wore 3G Javanese with half a 
company of Bandaneae who were to carry the ladders in conjunction with the 
Mardikers assisted by Netherhind sailors which lat ter were to s tar t with the lad­
ders in the event of the Indians betraying a want of courage to do it—the sailors 
being provided with handgrenndes and equipped partly with side arms and partly 
with pikes. The Bastion at St. Sebastian, and the Itnjuha Gate were to be at­
tacked with the Troops consisting of 10 officers having in their train a body of 
Javanese and half a company of Bandanese who were to be further assisted by 
such men as were to be ordered up by a certain officer from the lower quartern 
The Ceylon Lascoreens were to bear away the wounded so as to clear the front of 
all obstructions in the process o{' storming. 

First came in the Civitas * having the martial flag streaming 
at the poop, this ship ventured to plough the waves even close under 
the St. Ortiz Bastion nay even within musket shot of us and even 
closer, and in commencing to open fire on us with a heavy shower 
of balls, at the same time greeting us with the martial clang of 
trumpets and the hoarse sound of drums, but she met with so 
warm a reception from Manoel D'Abreu Godin'fio and Antonio De 
Silva commanding St.Laurens tha t she was in less than an hour 
completely divested of her rigging and all her side reduced to shi­
vers, having all her standing timber masts and yards sent ovei-
board, and giving them finally a decisive overthrow. A few of the 
sailors though much wounded escaped by means of their skiffs. The 
two other bottoms being still aloof perceiving the manner in which 
their companion the Maid of Fnltlmysen bad been entertained as 
well as her ultimate fate of lying irretrievably nailed up within the 
reach of the City, judged it expedient to avoid the approach of a 
place which in effect seemed to them rather too hot. Whilst the 
indications of the few that turned back spread terror among the in­
vaders, so to prevent a panic it was judged expedient to conceal the 
fact of the case, setting out a report that as they could not have 
succeeded working the ships into Harbor, t they choose rather to 
steer back their course to the point whence they first started, con­
veying the report of the good issue of their enterprise by the wounds 
which they carried away on their persons ! 

* Maid of Enkhuyzen according to the Butch commanded by Captan Kt. 
Solvran, but the Portuguese writer by some erroneous conclusion calls this ship the 
'Civitas ' from the inscription of the word on the stern or in some other part allu­
sive of the city of Enkhuyzen which in former times would have lent a helping 
hand to the Cities Horn, Alkmaar, Medenblilc, Purmerent . Edam andMonnikdam. 

f This is not altogether denied by the Dutch, 
% The Portuguese perceiving that the Dutch had abandoned the Maid tried to 

bag her and this prize afforded the besieged succor, 
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At the same conjuncture the hostile land forces had arranged 

themselves in a formidable array of battle, Joan Van der Laan 
with seven companies now ventured under the Acouras, advancing 
his men even within the reach and lash of the sword in the very 
teeth of the enemy. Some of the assailants now lost their ground 
and fell back, and it cannot be asserted with certainty whether such 
was not the case on the part of our own soldiers too, or at least t ha t 
they would not have done so, had it not been for the opportune in­
tervention of Father Antonio Nunes, Jesuit, who aimed with a 
rapier rushed to the Gateway and by feigned threatenings and the 
brandishing of his weapon awed the whole of our number to their 
proper places in the ranks avowing that he was determined to sacri­
fice every poltroon tha t should dare to shirk his duty and fall back 
from the combat. 

The conduct of this hero proved so admirable, that it appears 
one of his companions named Juan Oordeiro at tracted by the exam­
ple was so far influenced as to have outstripped him by the actual 
dealing out of two severe thruste of the sword to a fugitive as well 
as to another who had imprudently made mention of the alleged 
capture of the St, John's Bastion. 

A supply of refreshments now followed sent by the direction of 
Camper Figwira de Serpe, the superior Commanding Officer which 
tended largely to afford the exhausted soldiers fresh vigour, and 
while it recruited their spirits, it also inspired them with such 
elevated and proud feelings tha t not being content with simply 
standing to their posts in defence they were carried to the enthu­
siasm of displays of deeds so heroic as to leave redounded to their 
immortal glory, amongst these the most prominent were a certain 
ens=ign and a Serjeant who distinguished themselves with prodigious 
bravery, also Manoel d'Almeda who with the full weight of vener­
able years combatted with such amazing valour that he did not 
quit his ground till he had been lacerated by eleven wounds. 
Felino De Seixas and Manoel Conireras de Seiaias fell gloriously in 
the midst of the contest. Manuel Guerreiro (the name being a deri­
vative of war) did full justice to the merit of the name, for being a 
skilful and excellent marksman he kept up the most steady and 
effective discharges from his redoubt without the loss of even a 
single soldier, and Joan Van de?- Laan perceiving the discomfiture 
"* his troops found himself driven to the necessity of leaving the 

dd strewn with the dead, and drenched with the blood of the 
lollanders. The enemy sustained no considerable loss from the 
I ouse over which Diogoe De Sousa De Castro had the surveillance 
ifch the force under him, though much had been practicable from 

; iat point, but for want of qualified gunners. In proof of this it 
ay be mentioned that a soldier having once overcharged a stone 
ght pounder tube with a cartridge of 24 the piece when fired flew 
om its lodge and exploded into atoms thereby wounding a Captain 
id two of the retired officers namely Thome Fereira Leiteand Pedro 
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Gonsalves Salgado, In fact tho1 a spirit of activity and thirst of 
enterprise were the transcendant characteristics of the chiefs as 
well as the soldiers, on this occasion, j e t the utter ignorance of 
mathematics and the want of. a practical knowledge of gunnery 
counterbalanced all advantages. May God grant tha t the miDds of 
the.Portuguese may be enlightened so far, as to lead them to a 
proper view of the utility of this science which is of such essential 
importance in warfare; and may they at the same time be taught to 
entertain a due regard to such of their brethren as have acquitted 
themselves with fidelity. Since none of our men sought to side 
with the enemy; but the major part of them fell in the very execu­
tion of their respective charges. 

At the HuQuha Gate General Hulft now appeared at the head 
of 800 brace fellows whose intention it was to effect an escalade, for 
which purpose ladders had been temporarily brought with tbem.* 

* I D the execution of the afore described plan of attack, the "Maid of 
Enkhuyzen" having gained a desirable position as well aa the "Workum"' 
commenced to thunder most vehemently against the water castle whilst the 
re turns from the defences proved equally, vigorous. The ladders were 
now handed about and the attack directed on three divisions of the town 
namely at the Rajuha Gate and the two lateral Bastions, by the Genera! 
and the Governor themselves with 10 Companies. At the Bastion St. John 
and the Cuirass by Major Joan VauderLaan with 9 Companies and the divi­
sion over the lake which was the weakest flank by the Naval Commander 
Jacob Lippons with 2 companies of fighting men and a body of s ailors all 
being embarked in 7 Champongs (china vessels). The vehement and dread­
ful discharges of case shot however soon levelled to the ground the major 
par t of the assailants- The European sailors flinched and would not hand 
the ladders as they ought—the General now perceiving the approaching 
disorder most gallantly started forward and with a noble spirit rushing 
among the thunders of the hostile cannon grasped the ladders in comp-urv 
with a few other officers and conveyed some of them to the curtain where 
His Excellency had the misfortune of receiving a wound from a musket 
ball which was looped in his left groin—finding himself sinking under the 
effects of it he was preparing to withdraw in order to get his wound dressed 
when a report reached him that Major YanderLaan's Battalion had already 
peuetrated the town. On hearing this His Excellency revives, and collect­
ing fresh vigour commenced to harangue the troops stimulative of good 
cheer and at their head with undressed wound, rushes with all expedition 
to the successful quarter, bnt what sight now meets the eye—not the 
t r iumphant orange banner which was to mark the steps o'f the fortunate 
assailants, but the ghastly head of the gallant Lieut. Melchior Van Schoonen-
beck rises on the end of a Pike, before which the whole of Major Vander-
Laan ' s troops are put to flight in the utmost confusion. H i s Excellency 
now finding no ladders handed about and his own battalion mingled in the 
rout was finally forced to the resolution of decamping. 

Major Vandor Laan's at tempts had been equally unsuccessful the ladders 
had been brought up three different times but all those engaged in the es­
calade were, either killed or wounded, at length however one was fixed to 
St. J o h n by means of which Lieut. Yen. Schoonenbeck a gallant soldier and 
by birth a German and an officer of distinction, versed in different languages 
alone gained the top, but not having had the support of the forlorn train, he 
sacrificed himself on the walls as dearly as he could to his Country 's cause. 
His head which was reared on the end of a Pike was fixed in Terroem at 
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the Corner Top of St. John . The .Commander Jacob Leppeus being woun­
ded returned with others and the remainder of his party who had penetrated 
the Circumvallation, being left without the support of tho their comrades 
became victims to the fury of the beseiged. 

The Workum not being so near the Maid of Eukhuysen escaped by, 
slipping her cable, without much loss of men Or material injury to her 
bottom, but on beaming rouud she had to purchase her tack in imminent 
danger hard above the reef, 

In crossing the Bridge however the General sustained a considera­
ble loss from the cross fires of the St. Steven and St. Sebastian 
Bastions. The Bajuha Gate was most efficiently placed In position 
of defence—-Alvaro Rodrigo Boralho being posted at tha t quarter 
with all circumspection. On St, Sebastian^ Antonio de Moca de 
OUveira, and on Madre de Deos, Manoel Cabreira de Ponte, these 
three officers occupied the Banquet Work with the force under their 
orders, and as the Dutch had no anticipation of this additional 
fabric, our men soon succeeded in throwing them into the utmost 
disorder and inconvenience causing them to suffer great losses by 
the unslaokened fires from our musketry. Our Artiller and other 
engines of war did no less execution, and with particular effect, es­
pecially those which stood below decoy Gate-ways, the consequence 
of venturing the entrance of which, the unsuspecting enemy had 
indeed but to learn from dear bought experience—no less disaster 
befel the enemy from the bursting of a stone tube which disturbed 
theirtroops in no small degree especially as it flew into pieces while 
in its best operation. Three times did the enemy press forward in 
their at tempt to gain their point in the escalade, but were as often 
repulsed with dreadful losses. At length General Hulft wishing to 
rouse his men to an effectual rush resorted to the expedient of a 
fictitious'incentive —loudly vociferating "Quick there my boys— 
beholt: the Orange Flag flies already at the point of St, John"*—he 
proceeded to set a personal example by taking one of the ladders 
himself and boldly rush forward, but he was soon foiled in this most 
gallant attempt—for while endeavouring to plant the ladder in an 
advantageous position a bullet from one of our muskets lodged in 
one of his thighs and paralyzed all further movements; and thus 
after having laid his very hands on the Gate of the Town he found 
himself constrained to quit the enterprise. 

At the lake called by the Portuguese Lagoa a force consisting 
of 240 men launched to the combat; this body was distributed into 
sub-divisions and embarked in 8 small prows which for this pur­
pose the enemy had brought over with them from Batavia. 
Dominge and Coelho d'Allah, the officer in command at that 
station hailed them with 5 Manchouns and continued for a time to 

A ficticious support and intensive for a moment only. 
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combat with the most gallant spirit, yet he could not have effec­
tually opposed the assailants from penetrating into our borders. 
The chief of the squadron, together with 4 Dutchmen escaped in a 
prow after having lost their own bottom by the effect of a cannon 
ball. 

' The Commander of the Manchous, with Sehastiaan Galdei>a 
and five or six of his associates (the rest having abandoned him) 
having taken possession of the Post situated close by the houses of 
Maria TeUes continued steadily to oppose the enemy and in such an 
effective way as to make the Dutch Captain seek anotherpoint other 
than that for bis assault—this he accordingly did* and at length 
succeeded in entering the town through the opening or gate-way 
which was in communication with the house of Sehastiaan Galdeha, 
from which quarter the latter aided by Manoel Rodrigues 'Franco 
and Father Guardian -de Vana as well as Francisco Rebe'Uo de 
Palsares occasioned considerable loss to the enemy by throwing 
numerous fire pots at them and at the same time thinning their 
raak by the effectual discharge of musketry. Father Guardian de 
Vana on this occasion received two successive wounds from the 
bullets of the enemy. The Dutch now ventured to push forward 
through a narrow street, where they were received by Manoel Fer-
nandes de Miranda who on this occasion was severely wounded 
whilst fighting bravely with sword and shield against an overwhelm­
ing force, weakened at length by his exertions and the loss of blood 
he was just falling to the ground when the generous arm of Fran­
cisco De Leinos was extended to receive him, who subsequently 
earried him bo his house—bad it not been for this friend's gallant 
intervention he would have perished on the spot. The contest was 
immediately taken up and supported by Diego Leitaon de S'ou^a, who 
continued to resist the fury of the assailants by means of a great 
Bacamarte which he contrived to discharge from a corner of the 
street with most deadly effect upon the intruders; truly our town 
can never be too much in debt to this gallant officer, for had the 
hostile troop, penetrated but a little further, the issue would not 
only have been doubtful, but it would have involved the whole town 
in inevitable danger. Another who worked equally well was the 
oft mentioned Father Damiaan Vieira Jesuit who opportunely 
arrived on the spot with another Bacamarte or Blunderbuss heavily 
charged and seconding the efforts of the other continued to defend 
the passage till the Staff Sergeant Antonio de Leoon rushed to his 
aid at the head of certain of his men. On this occasion the supply 
of fire arms proved to be of good use though no more than four 
were found on the spot namely one of Diego Leitaon de Souza and 
three of the Reverend Father. The expediency now suggested itself 
to Father Damiaan of posting a few soldiers in requisition from 
the said Sergeant, with a view to guard the rear of the houses and 
gardens, and Father Damiaan in stepping round after attending to 
this again met the enemy pressing down the street, but by two 
successive discharges of his Bacamarte crammed with a handful of 
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bullets, he soon cleared the street by driving them back. This how­
ever was effected with great danger to himself for the Bacamarte 
heated to excess by frequent discharges and being over charged flew 
off his hand and with such a degree of violence that he was struck 
down by the concussion, but resuming his feet however he grasped 
his sword and shielded by his buckler continued to aid the few 
others who defended the street till the appearance of Anthonio de 
Melo de Gastt^o at the head of his company. This Officer after the 
interchange of a few shots thought it proper to offer quarter to the 
enemy by which means the lives of 74 of the Dutch were saved, the 
majority of these however being wounded only 8 finally survived and 
of whom it is certain many have attained to eternal life fay conver­
sion to our holy faith, brought about by the diligence caie and at­
tention of the Reverend Fathers especially by the instrumentality 
of Damiaan Veira who whilst in effect was the scourge and dread of 
the enemy, the vanquished ever found in him their true friend and 
protector ever firm in word and faithful under solemn engagement. 
Such was the result of the conflict of this memorable day, which 
beginning in the morning did not appear to decline before 2 in the 
afternoon during the whole of which time both the Generals 
Anthonio de Sousa GovMnho and Francisco de Melo dc Castro as well 
as certain of the most distinguished individuals did not cease to 
afford al! possible at tention and vigilance at the principal places 
enforcing strict discipline and order at all points w-ith due regard to 
everything that the .occasion demanded. 

The Commandant of the Town, Manoel Marques Goriaan did 
not give a moments respite to his exertions darting to and from the 
several quarters with unrivalled activity and undaunted courage, 
while the second in command Gaspar Figueira de Serpe who had 
directions over St. John was also particular in the distribution of 
the requisite refreshment to the Troops. 

The field before us now presented an awful spectacle being 
covered throughout with the purple stream of the sons of Holland. 
and the smooth and placid face of the lake was reddened with the 
gore of the slaughtered, and interspersed with the corpses of those 
who had fallen in the fight, as well as Arms, Banners, Drums, Lad­
ders and innumerable other accountrements of war which lay pro­
miscuously scattered all around and which became the trophies of 
our soldiers. The loss of the enemy on this destructive day amount­
ed to no less than 1000 of the choicest and noblest of their 
soldiers among whom may be numbered a good many officers. On 
our side there fell but 30 (thirty) persons. The enemy with a view 
to cloak their heavy loss having assembled and concentrated the 


