"The objects of the Union shall be : *

To promote the moral, intellectual, and social well-
being of the Dutch descendants in Ceylon,

To gather by degrees a library for the use of the

Union  composed of all obtainable books and
papers relating to the Dutch occupation of Ceylon,
and standard works in Dutch Lterature.

To cause fo be prepared and.......printed and
published, papers, essays, etc: on questions relating
to the history and origin of the Dutch Burghers of

Ceylon, and to publish the genealogies of the Duteh -

Jamilies now in Ceylon.

To prepare and publish a memorial history of the
Dutch in Ceylon, descriptive of their social life
and customs, their methods of administration, and
the influence of these upon existing institutions in
the Island.
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Dutch Burgher Union of Ceylon.

Vor, XLIL] JANTARY, 1952, (No. 1

__TRANSLATION FROM BALDAEUS® BOOK.

(Manuseript dated 2Bnd January 1838).

Translation and  Notes,

By PETER BROHIER

THE DUTCH ASSAULT ON THE FORTRESS .OF

COLOMBO
{Continued from poge 186, Vol: XTI No.4)

In the morning three of the most stately ships moved from the
fleet steering right into the Harbour.* : :

_#Fouraccording to the Dubch account, the first two ventured close enough
to bombard the Fort, and they thundered vehemently and they were angwered
with equal vigour. The Ships Maid of Eukhuyzen and .
Workum Maid of Workum were to approach as close to the Water Custle as -
Enkhaugyzen Ter-Gloes the soundings would permit each being manned by 110
and Frasmis choice sailors and provided with 5000 lbs of ammunition
as well as round and loug case shots eté.  They were to

“anchor in the best herths withiu the Harbour and fo the Water Castle with vehe-

ment cannonadiug with a view to effect the disembarkation of the troops whilst
favoured by the smoke. The Ter-Goes and Erasmus were for this end to keep
near the said ships bui out of range of eannon each having a company of 100
soldiers in addition to sailors, The sloops long boats and skiffs were to ply about
the latter ships—attentive to the concerted signals of the two fighting Bottoms—
in order to haste to their assistance in case of necessity, or to procesd with the

-landing of the troops according to the exigencies of the moment—the assailing

Foree when in the Forfress or in the Town shall if expedient arrest further
movents, till the Orange Flag should be displayed from the mid quarter at the
Beach, the post of Captain Cuylenburgh’s attack which was to be raised as a
eertain signal that the Iand force had also penetrated the Town, and then were
to follow such steps as the majority of the officers present would deem proper for
the oceagion, .
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When the first mentioned two ships were steering for the Harbour, all the

other ships wers to unfurl their marfial flags at the poop and weighing anchor

were by every mothod to malke a sham show that they were all bearing v ir
the Harbour for a meneral nttnok carefully minding l}fznwever to kee[? htﬁg;‘lgell?gz
beyond the reach of cannon and avoid injuring each other by their manovures
Pending the action of the two ships under orders for ‘engagement and the
cdneerted landing of the troops the Town  was bo be nattacked, o the St John
Bastion from the sea side—the Rajuha Gate from the land side— the Cuirass by
Capiain Cuylenburgh seconded by Major foan VanderLaan who was Lo ussistht.hg
enterprise according to circmmstunees with the Troops ussigned for that Purpoge
under the direction of 8 other officers—among these were 36 Jnvanese Wwith -half 5
company of Bandaneze who wers to curry the ladders in coujunetion with f.h;
MardlkGTs assisted by Netherland sailors whick latter were to start with the 1ad-
de.rs in the_event of the Indians betraying a want of conrage $o do it—the s'lilz)rg
being provided with handgrenades and equipped partly with side arms and ri):n'tl)'
with pikes. The Bastion af 8t. Sebastian. and the Rajuha Gate were to he -115‘"
tacked with the Troops congisting of 10 officers having in their traina hody rof
Javanese and half o comapany of Bandanese who were 10 be further assisted b
such mlen as were o be ordered up by a certain officer from the lower quﬂrtersy
The Ceylon Lagcoreens were to bear away the wounded so 235 to clear the front, of
2ll obstructions in the process of storming, ' '

Tirst came in the CQivifag ® having the martial flag streaming
at the poop, this ship ventured to plough the waves even close under
the St C'ruz Bastion nay even within musket shot of ug and even
closer, and in commencing to open fire on s with a heavy shower

of balls, at the same time greeting uws with the marbial elang of.
but she met with so

trumpets and the hoarse sound of drums,
warm a reception from Manoel D'Abren Godinho and Anfonio De
Silva commanding St Laurens that ¢he was in less than an ho{n-
completely divested of har rigging and all her side reduced to shi-
vers, having all her sfanding timber masts and yards sent over.
bo.a.rd, and giving them finally a decisive overthrow. A few of the
sailors though mueh wounded esoaped by means of their skiffs, The
bwo_ other bottoms being st6ill aloof perceiving the manner in which
their companion the Maid of Fnkhuyzen had been enﬁertn‘ine& as
well ag her ultimate fate of lying irretrievably nailed up within the
reach of the Ciby, judged it expedient to ’
pla,ce which in effect seemed to them rather too hot, Whilst the
indicabions of the few that turned back spread terror among the in-
vadars, so to prevent a panic it wae judeed expedient to conceal the
fact of the case, setting out a reporfi that as they could nof have
sueceedod working the ghips into Harbor, t they chooge rather to
steofr back their conree to the point whence they first started ton-
vaying the repors of the good issue of their enterprise by the W(’mnds
which they earriad away on their persons |

* Maid of Enkhuyzen according to
Schran, .but the Portuguese writer by some erroncous conelugion callg this ship the
*Chvitas trom the fuscription of the word on tha stern or in some other part 2lln-
sive of the city of Enkhuyzen which in former times wounld have Tent o hel'r)innr
hand to the Cities Horn, Allmaar, Medenblik, Purmerent, Bdam and I\Iomli};d;m:

T This is not alicgether denied lry the Dutch,

T The Portuguese perceiving that the Duteh had

aba T e Maid tri
bag hon g oot abandoned the Muaid tried to

afforded the besieged succor,

avoid the approach of a

the Duteh communded by Captan S,
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At the same conjuncture the hostile land forees had arranged

themselvesin a formidable array of battle, Joan Van der Laan

with seven companiesnow ventured under the Acouras, advancing

his men even within the reach and lash of the sword in the very

teeth of the enemy. Some of the assailanfs now lost their ground

and fell back, and it cannot be asserted with certainty whether such
was not the case on the part of our own soldiers too, or afileast that
they would not have done so, had it not been for the opporfune in-
tervention of Father Antonio Nunes, Jesuit, who srmed with a
rapicr rushed to the Gateway and by feigned threatenings and the
brandishing of his weapon awed the whole of our number to their
proper places in the ranks avowing that he was determined to saeri-
fice every paltroon that should dare to shirk his duty and fall back
‘from the combat.

The conduck of this hero proved so admirable, that it appears
one of his companions named Juan Cordeiro attracted by the exam-
ple was so far influenced as to have outstripped him by the actual
dealing ont of two severe thruste of the sword to a fugitive as well
as to another who had imprudently made mention of the alleged
capbure of the St. John's Bastion.

A sapply of refreshments now followed sent by the direction of
Casper Figueira de Serpe, the superior Commanding Offieer which
tended largely to afford the exhunusted soldiers fresh vigouy, and
while'it recruited their spirits, it also inspired them with such
elevated and proud feelings that not being content with simply
standing to bheir posts in defence they were carried to the enthu-
siasm of displays of deeds so heroic as to leave redounded to their
immortal glory, amongst these the most prominent were & certain
énszign and a serjeant who distinguished themszelves with prodigious
bravery, also Manoel &’ Aimeda who with the full weight of vener-
able years ccmbatted with such amazing valour that he did nof
quit his ground till he had been lacerated by eleven wounds,
Felicio De Seivas and Manoel Conlreras de Seiaus fell gloriously in
the midst of the contest. Manvel Guerreiro (tha name heing a devi-
valive of war) did full justice to the merit of the name, for being a
skilful and excellent markeman he kept up the mosi steady and
effactive dizscharges from his redoubt without the loss of even a
single soldier, and Joan Van der Laan perceiving the discomflture
of his troops found himself driver to the necessity of leaving the
fiald strewn with the dead, and drenched with the blood of the
Hollanders. The enemy sustained no considerable loss from the
House over which Diogoe 12 Souza De Castro had the surveillance
with the forece nnder him, though much had been practicable from -
that point, but for want of gualified gunrers, In proof of this it
ay be mentioned that a soldier having once overcharged a stone
eight pounder tube with a cartridge of 24 the piece when fired flew

om is lodge and exploded into atoms thereby wounding a Captain
d two of the retired officers namely Thome Fereira Leite and Pedro.
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Gonsalves Salgado, In fact tho' a gpirit of activity and thirst of
enterprise were the transcendant characteristics of the chiefs us
well as the soldiers, on. this oceasion, jet the utter ignorance of
mathematics and the want of. a practical knowledge of gunnery
counterbalanced all advantages. May God grant that the minds of
the Portuguese may be enlightaned so far, as to lead them to a
proper view of the utility of this science which is of such essential
imporfance in warfare; and may they at the same time be taught to
enterbain a due regard to such of their brethren as have acquitted
themselves with fidelity. Since none of our men songht to side
with the enemy; but the major part of them fell in the very execu-
tion of their respective charges.

Ab the Rajuha Gate General Hulft now appeared af the head
of 800 brace fellows whose intention it was to effect an escalade, for
which purpose ladders had been temporarily brovght with them.*

* TN the execution of the afore deseribed plan of attack, the “Maid of

Enkhuyzen' having gained a desirable position as well as the ““Workum”’
commenced to thunder most vehemently against the water castle whilst the
returns from the defences proved equally. vigorous. The ladders were
now handed about and the attack directed on three divisions of the town
namely at the Rajuha Gate and the two lateral Bastions, by the Gleneral
and the Governor themselves with 10 Companies. At the Bastion St. John
and the Cuirass by Major Joan VanderLaan with 9 Companies and the divi-
sion over the lake which was the weakest fank by the Naval Commander
Jacob Lippons with 2 companies of fighting men aud 2 body of s ailors all
being embarked in 7 Champongs (china vessels). The vehement and dread-
ful discharges of case shot however soon levelled to the ground the major
part of the assailants. The Furopean sailots flinched and would not hand
the ladders as they ought——the General now perceiving the approaching
disorder most gallantly started forward and with s noble spirit rushing
among the thunders of the hostile cannon grasped the ladders in company
with a few other officers and conveyed some of them o the curtuin where
His Excellency had the misfortune 6f receiving o wound from a musket
ball which was looped in his left groin—finding himsel# sinking under the
cffects of it he was preparing to withdeaw in order o get his wound dressed
when a report reached hinsthat Major VanderLaan's Battalion had already
penetrated the town. On hearing this Hig Excellency revives, and collet-
ing fresh vigour commenced to harangue the troops stimulative of good
cheer and at their head with undressed wound, rushes with all expedition
to the successful quarter, bnt what sight now meets the eye-not the
trivmphant orange barner which was to mark the steps of the fortunate

assailants, but the ghastly head of the gallant Liewt. Melchior Van Schoonen.

beck rises on the end of 1 Pike, befora which the whole of Major Vander-
Laan’s troops are put to flight in the utmost confusion. His Excellency
now finding no ladders handed abont and his own battalion mingled in the
rout was finally foreed to the resolution of decamping. B

Major Vander Laan’s attermpts had besn equally unsuccesstul the ladders

had heen brought up three different times but all those engaged in the es-
calade were either killed or wounded, gt length however one was fixed to
St. John by means of which Lieut. Ven. Schoonenbeck a2 gallant soldier and
by birth a German and an officer of distinclion, versed in different languages -
alone gained the top, but not baving had the support of the forlorn train, he
sacrificed himself on the walls as dearly as he could to his Country’s canse,
His head which was rezred on the end of & Pike was fixed in Terroem at
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» Top of 8t. John. Thc.Commandér Jacob Leppens being woun-

tdll‘ls?lcr}:tréllfﬁed ?’&['it(il others und the remainder of his party who had peretrated

the Circumvallation, being lefi without the support of the their comrades
“became vietims to the fury of the beseiged. : o

The Workum not belug so near the Maid of Hukhuysen escaped by, .
* slipping her cable, without much loss of men or material injury to her
bottom, but on beaming round she had to purchase her tack in imminent
danger hard above the reaf,

In crossing the Bridge however the General sustained a considera-

ble loss from the cross fires of the 5S¢, Steven and St._ Seba‘?tz:an
Bastions. The Rajuha Cafe was mosh efficiently placed in position
of defence— Alvaro Rodrigo Boralho being posbed ati_ that quarter
with all circumspection. On St Sebastiasn, Antonio de Moc de
Qliveira, and on Madre de Deos, Mancel Cabreira de Ponte, thas_e
three officers ocoupied the Bangquet Work with the force under their

‘orders, and as the Dutch had no anticipation of this additional

fabrie, onr men soon succeeded in throwing them into the utmosh
digorder and inconvenience causing them to zuffer great losses by

the unslackened fires from our wmusketry. Our Artiller and other

engines of war did no less execution, and with particular effect, es-
pecially those which stood below decoy Gate-ways, t_h.e conseguence
of venturing the entrance of which, the unsuspecting enemy had
indeed but fo learn from dear bought experience—no less dizaster
befal the enemy from the bursting of a stone tube which disturbed

~ their troops in no small degree especially as it flew into pieces while -

in ite best operation. Three times did the enemy press forward in
their attempt to gain their point in the escalade, but were as often

: repulsed with dreadful losses. At length General Tulft wishing to

rouze his men to an effectual rush resorteg 1:0_ the expedient of a
fictitiouns *incentbive—loudly vociferating Qulck thers my ngs-—
beholé the Orange Flag flies already at the point of 84, John''*—he

- proceeded fo set a personal example by taking one of _the !a,dders_
" himeelf and boldly rush forward, but he was soon fpiled in this most

gallant attempt—for while endeavouring to plant the ladder in an

-advantageous position a bullet from one of our muskets Iodged in

one of his thighs and paralyzed all further movements; and thus

| after having laid hie very hands on the Gate of the Town he found

himself constrained to quit the enterprise.

At the lake called by the Portuguese Lagoa a force cnnsisbiug'

E of 240 men launched to the combat; this body was distributed into

gub-divisions and embarked in 8 small prows which for this pur-

‘pose the enemy had brought over with them from Batavia,

Dominge and Ooelho @’ Allah, the officer in command aji that
station hailed them with 5 Manchouns and continued for a time to

. ¥ A ficticious support and intensive for a moment only,






