The
Wonder

Cooker

THIS‘ is the 6n1y cooker that can cook a COMPLETE

Ro

Biscuits, Scones..
Jam, Marmalade and can be used for lhe preserving of.
Fruit. '

meal for a family on one burner at simmering point. It
asts, Boils, Stews, Fries, Bakes Cakes, Bread, Pastry,
.does Deep ¥at Frying, makes Toast,

Buy one today —there is NO increase in price,

13 IMPORTANT POINTS TO REMEMBER

*
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Employs the NATURAL FOOD JUICES as a
cooking medinm,
Deliciously tasty cookmg

Nutritious health-giving' “foods.

Tough meals rendered tender.

One utengil does ALL your ccoking and baking.

Enormous fuel economy.

No attention required, leaving you free from pot-
watching.

No scouring of saucepans and ovens.

No steamed-up kitchens.

Rfimple enough for 4 child to use.

No danger. No complicated valves.

Endorsed by Good Housekeeping Institute.

Price vemains the same: Rs 100/ nett.

Hardware Dept., Colombo

Woaterless
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The objects of the Union shall be :

To promote the moral, intellectual, and social well-
being of the Dutch descendants in Ceylon.

To gather by degrecs a library for the use of the
Union  composed of all obtainable books and,

and standard works in Dutch literature.

To cause to be prepared and......

families now in Ceylon.

the Island.

papers relating to the Duich occupation of Ceylon :

printed and
published, papers, essays, efc: on questions relating
to the history and origin of the Dutch Burghers of
Ceylon, and to publish-the genealogies of the Dutck:_:

To prepare and publish a memorial history of the
Dutch in Ceylon, descriptive of their social life
and customs, their methods of administration, and
the influence of these upon emstmg institutions in
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A NEW YEAR RESOLUT!ON

(Cmnmumcated)

: A wise man has told ug thalb conve1sa.t10n, ‘gives an added charm
e the pleasures of life, brightens and sustains the mind, -gives polish to
He manners, enlarges the voeabulary, and in every sense of the term

affords more recreation and amusement than any other pastime.

~“While only a few are endowed with the rare gift of oratory, there

.apbears to be no reason. why many Who are nob go fortunase should noL
exeel as eonvexsatlomsts

Glubs and othel 1nst1tut1ons Whele members foregathex are no doubt :
bemdes private soeial functions, ‘the most, popular venues for general

‘eonversation. Buf can it be said where other thmgs are of course equal,
‘that conversation which is good conversation, is indulged in ab most of
.'these assemblies ?

It is a sad admigsion thatb good talk is rarcly heard now-a- days

':The fact that it is heard sometimes belies the rather too sweeping .
_assertmn £hat Conve'fsa.tmn iz a lost art. Yet, there seems fo be no

oubt that there is o considerable degree of truth in the wider statement,

Is it not a fa.ct that many of us earry into these foregatherings, and
nto our soeial life, the wet blanket of *our: bile and much mére of our
fficial or business burdens, our petty grievances, our ailments and our
omestlc WOlI‘leS than we need do ? .

OOnversatlon is not Shop bt yet we hem the judge talk of

_udléia.l duties, the lawyer of his legal engagements, the doctor of
hig: pa.tients and the company. director or financier of his turn-over,

hé reverse of this is to be found in thab clags of people who will bait
he judgs, the lawyer, the doctor and, others, in the kind of talk they.
ave reserved for business. To take one example can there be n -more
itiable cage than that of a doctor who tries to find sccial ease and
gcape after a trying day in hospital ward. or ‘gonsuiting room, being
adpered by men or women who make » lengthy vecital of thelr
1lments
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~ SAINT NICHOLAS' DAY IN HOLLAND
. . by Antonia Ridge ’

: (Published by courtecy of the Netherlangds Legation, Ceylon).

My Dutch cousing were all trua-Orange to the very backbpne, but
even they had to admit that, daring the month of December, tHere was
4 _who-le lot to be said for having one English parent. ¥Tor as we
_'trx}lmplaa,ntly pointed out to them, we did as well as any of them on
Saiut Nicholas” Eve, and then, twenty days later, proceeded to celebrate.
:C_}}t_'_lsbmas_in ‘real British “fashion, This happy and enviable state of
-aftairs was largely due to our English relatives, who,to our intense. ioy
__and'gram_ﬁcation, t‘hou’ght tenderly of us young exiles, and at Christﬁms
_expre.ssed these pleasing sentiments in a deluge of presents and cards.
,Sg;lthat D_e_cem'belr becamg for 1}113 the brightest and best of all months,
swhen we joyously reaped to the full the nefiti ing -
Duteh, halt Bgien. P ‘ dual benehts of. belng.half

. The month began with a week of suppressed excitement and per-
ectly e'x'empiary juvenile behaviour, for the grownups saw to it that
e realised that behind the merry jovial Saint Nicholas rides the
__salupary figure of Black Piet, his loving and devoted servant. Now
Black Piet really is black as coal, with the sharpest of eyes, and the
~most prodigions of memories. It is he who sees to it that f‘eally persis-
tent n_aughtiness just doesn’t pay. To thisend he keeps a dareful eye on
_t_hp sain‘t‘ly list of presents and awards, intervening from time to time
'__w_1th-a. Tut,. tut, your Holiness, you just can’t give all this to young
So-and-so | “'Why, he’s the boy who-——", and proceedsto give a detailed
4account of something pretty awful which young So-and-so thought no-
‘body knew he'd done. It was.further impressed upen us that he had
-even been known to wind up such horrid disclosures by strbngly
recommending a switch to beleft for spanking particularly bad ecases,
cand my Dutch-grandmother gaid she definitely knew that Saint Nicho-,
lag had at times reluctantly agreed to this drastic measure. The truth
: o_f"al} this was further driven home by the many pictures now’
-prominently displayed in mearly every shop window, for in them all
‘Black Piet. was to be geen, carrying under his arm a littls bundle of
witches, with the expression ot one who cheerfully hop'es-for' the hest’
~bit is intelligently prepared for the worst. - And in every picture, too
“onhis gre?af white horse, rode the beloved Baint himgelf, a far, far ﬂzx'ler
figure, we'had to admit, than his British brother, Father Christmas. FOI:
he.wore a beautiful redwrobe heavily embroidered with gold thread, the
mitre on his head glowed with splendid jewels, -and even his gl:wes
parkled with precious stones. But the family likeness was there just
he sameg, for they hoth seemned to béam on the world, and on children
“in‘particular, in exactly the same cheery, festive way, and this and
heir identical long, white beards showed them to be unmistakably of
e same saintly line. i . '

) ‘ THE JOURNAL OF THE

Apgain there is fhe man who talks sbout himself, his affairs, hig
status, his worldly possessiorig, his great . achievements. There also is”
the woman who will discourse on nobhing else but her home -and her:
children and her servants—good, bad, or indifferent and all the rest of if
They are so satisfied with themselves and their affairs that they give N
thought what terrible bores they may sometimes be proving themselves:
in their conceitedness. : g

The man with a grievance, though he speaks with the tongue of men:
and angels still remaing an unmitigated nuisance. He unfolds a:long
tedious tale of His misfortune; his vicissitudes, and his bad luck or evil
fortune, of hig being by-passed and his merits. over- looked. -

Of conversational bores there is no end, bub whab we have -said’
suffices 50 show that by dint of keeping a guard on: ourselves paid !
continually conversing on themes befitting the attention of sengible men.
we may cultivate a faculty which is rare as it is desirable. :

Ratailing gossip, libellous circulation of slanderous insinuations’ and
tallk seasoned with gquestionable jokes, i3 mnot conversation, Not -that;
light subjects may not furnish topics for conversation, or that eynieism
satire and wit should not find its place in it. Without the latber
thers will be no piquancy to talk, and wit is essential, for it charms,
old and young. ' ' - IR

Speaking of wit, a great authority on the subject ohserves :. Thate
is no more inberesting spectacle than o see the eifects of Wit upon
different characters of men, old or young. It penetrates through the
coldness and awlkwardness of society)/gmdua.lly bringing men’ nearer
together and giving every man a glad heart and a shining countenance.’’

The complex - relations of life today afford ample material -for
diseussion and conversation without loging our sense of the fithess o
things. May we not translate this into a New Year. resolution fo avoid
conversation which will tend to hurh 6r unsettle, and ' to rermember thab
a happy digression, a graphically told story, a humoirous and a courtecus
diselaimer, can do much to soften® the asperities of life and to make
smooth our pathway through it. v o '

. We always g_é.zed' at these pictures with unfailing delight hefore we
W_ent on.-to examine the rest of the ‘gay display in the shop ‘windows,






