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' SIMHALESE NAMES, CLANS AND TITLES

BY

" EDWARD W PERERA
Barrisier-at- Law of the Middle Teinple, Advocate of the Ceylon
Bar, Member of the Cowncil of the Boyal Assalic Society of Ceylon

The utmost significance was attached to names and clan distinetions
in Ancient Ceylon,

A Simhalese ngually had two names. sometimes three. The bal
kawapu nama (rice name) corresponded to the pricnomen, ov Christian
name, The warige naiea (clan name), wasagame, or ge nama {house

_name), wag synonymous with the cognomen, or name of the gens;

while the paty bendi nana (honorary name) wag granted ag a title of

' distinetion in the game way as the agunomen.

~ The bal kawapu nama was given when the child was weaned, and
the ceremony consisted of feeding him with rice for the first time.

-~ Its performanceis recorded with regard to Prince Gamini Abhaya,

afterwards the great Buddhist King Dutugwmunu (161-137 B.c.).
Thig name, when given to princes and nobles, wag generally significant
of power or might-eg., Abhaya (Fearless), Wijaya (Victorious),
Parakrama Biheo (Mighty Arm). In the case of princesses and ladies

. of rank it denoted deportment, wealth, or guality-e.¢., Liliwati

(Gentle Maid), Chandrawati (Tady Moon), Ratniwali (Gem Maiden),
Mwenik Sami (Lady of Gems), Siwali, for Simhasiwali (Jion Damsel),
the name of King Wijaya's® mother. The middle clags usunally
adopted designationd allagive to natural gualities or to beauty-—e. ¢,,
Sobani (Bonnie Lasg), Padmani (Lily-Maid), Ahwla mali (ahala
Blossom), Rutretana {Golden Ladyh, Taru (Star). ‘

Some of the prettiest names are of this kind, but only linger
among the more backward clagses. and even here they are fast
disappearing, A wealth of symbolism and poetry underlies these
names, and it is well that they shonld be collected before they are
forgotten.

#* The founder of the Simmhalese monarchy (543 p. c.), suppesed fo have sprung
irpm a lion, . .
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Among the lower classes the males were called Loku Appu (Eldest
One), Madduma Appu {Middle One), Punchi Appu {(Little One)- The
suffix Appu meant “Mr.,”” and was originally reserved for the sons of
gentlemen or petty chiefs, The corregponding changes for fernales
were Loku Hami, Madduma Hami, or Maddumi, Punchi Hami, or
Punchi. The prefix Hami gignifies “Miss”, though it originally meant
“Lady,” and was conferred on women of rank, as in the case of Meenik
Sémi, the cultured daughter of the Prime Minister Attanayaka. It
there were more in the family, they were diseriminated by physical or
mental characteristics—e.g., Kalu Appu, or Kalu Hami (Dark One).

These names were displaced almosgt entively, in the provinees which
came under Portugnege dominion, by Portuguese Christian names, such
as Joio, Luis, Jacolis, Bastiana, Christina.

The warige nama or ge nama, is inherited, Its origin 'is to be
songht in the days when the Sirhhalese first colonized Ceylon. TFach
commune was under a patriarch, and originally those who inhabited a
particular hamlet, having, in fact or theory, sprung from a common
ancegtor, took their tribal name from his village, ag in Gangodawilage
(clan of the “river-bank pool village”), Hence a clan name is also
called wasegama (dwelling-village}.

These comnunes were tiny agricnltural republics, and contained
the germ of free institutions. The village chief had aecquired the
hamlet either by settlement or by royal grant. In the former case his
degcendants were styled Gama-wtige (house of thoge who originally
founded the village), in the latter Gama-ge (house of those to whom it
wag granted), with or without the name of the particular village being
prefixed. Similarly. those of a village community whose ancestor held
any office were distinguished by & cognomen indicating it. 'This class
includes {@) Gama-ge, generally signifying the hounse of those who
owned the village, and applied pav eacellerce to the family which
owned the land, and from which the village chief or headman was
chogen i () Patirage, or Patirannmhelage® (house of the accountant):
(¢) Hettiget (house of the (village} merchant); {d) Japa-ge! (house of
the (village) priest); (¢} Liana-ge (hounse of the seribe); (£} Tantrige
(house of the treasurer, or intendant); (¢} Vitarana-ge (house of the
inquirer into erime).§

Often these names would be qualified by that of the village, or by
the individual designation of the original office-holder— e.g., Palwna
patirage (house of the village accountant of Pmlmna), Wikkrama
archechige (honse of the (village) constable Wikkrama). Kandna
drachehige (the house of the {village) Sergeant of Kandina)

* From Sk paira, the “'palm-leal’ on which the accounts were written

t Trom Bk, sreshtu, noble. Hence the class of merchant vobles

I From Sk. ydya, sacrifice; pa, protect ‘

§ TFive of theseofficials—e.g. (1) Gama-rala, village chief: (2} Liana-rila, seribe
{3) Vitarana, inquirer; (4) Patirannshe, accountant; (5) Japatara—constituted
the village Council of the Commune.
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Again, ag the country was settled, a titled class came into existence
The dignity of appubimi,* or “gentleman,” literally “lord,” wag
conferred by the King, but the song of the great nobles became
Appuhimis by birth alone, They held their land oun the tenure of
cerbain honourable duties, such as waiting at Court, attending the
CGlovernor of the provinee, or serving on commissions. The descendants
of an Appuhfmi, who constituted the village geniry, were distinguished
by a ge naina indieative of their descent—eyq., Gangodawila appu-
hamilage (the lords of the village Gangodawila). Sometimes the title
Appuhami may be omitbed in the ge nama. Thus the process of
differentiation proceeded among the people, by the adoption of new clan
names, ag a family advaneed in rank. The pata baendi nama literally
means & frontlet tied name.” OQriginally the title appears to have been
inseribed on a strip of palm-leal. and tied round the recipient’s head.
Liaber, thin slips of bronze or gold were used, according to the dignity
conferred. . In the case of the lesser chiefs thig lorehead band was fied
by the Prime Minister, while great dignitaries were invested by the
Sovereign himself. The pate deendi nama comprehended one or more
distinetive fitles symbolical of worth or eourage— e.., Jayasimha
{Victorious Lion), Wijayaratna (Vietorious Gem), Jayawardhana (Vietory
Tnereaser), Cunastkhara (Moon of Benignity), Jayasiiriya (Sun of
Vickory), Abhayakon (Fearless Chief), Disiniyaka (Provincial (Chief),

The choice of the particular name lay with the grantes. Thus the
Sovereign selected his title ab his  accession from s number of inscribed
gold plates deposited by his chiefs af one of the great temples.

Otten a grant of land on eopper or gold, in which fhe title was
recited, accompanied the dignity. This was preserved as an heirloom,
and the person distinguished became the founder of a new and noble
family. The former ge nama was discarded by his descendants in favour

_of his pata benmdi nama, which was converted into a patronymic.

Thus, Naid ‘Appu was created Tennakon Mudali (Chief) abott the
fourteenth century, and founded the great house of Tennakon, by which
title it is known to this day. I1f the office was important or digtinctive,
the descendants of the holder are kmown by a ge nama, merely
significant of the office, else it is qualified, in addition, by his own name
—e.¢., Adhikiirige (house of the justiciar or depuiy-governor), Yipi-get
(house of -the ‘hrigadier-general), Wali- tantri (house of the Border-
Intendant), | Muhandivarh-ge (house of the Lieubenant— f.e., of the
voyal guard), Gikivana-ge (house of the gleemon), Pinidiapabirage (house
of the royal rose-water Supplier), Malwatta-ge (house of the hereditary
royal Gardener), Wikkramasithha-Mudalize (house of the Captain

*Sk. Glman, self éw&mé. lord 3 Pk. affasami, or appasdmi, my lord

18im yd. from Sk yatra, a marching foree; ard Sin pé, from Sk pg, protect

tThe Tantri, from a Sk root formed a ¢lags of intendants, seven of whom
were specially attached to the royal service—e.g., Kalu Tantr} (E:lack Thane),
Hat-Tantri | from 8k, swela. white { White Thane), Mud-Tantri (Signet Thane).
Got-Tantri (Family Thane), Wela-Tantri (Border Thane). and Wahala-Tantri
(Palace Thane), the two latter being of chieftain rank, having precedence
aecording to their office
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Wikkr drhha). Simithri arachchige (house of fihe. sergeant Simlttr})
}X;};];fgfiliia Kﬁr)zila,ge (house of the country commissioner J ayasrflﬁdami:
Savunda Hennadige (house of the boatsignaller Saqmnda). bqr? s
such diversity in bheir development that no positive mi(_es_ carclf (eh a d
doivn regarding their formation. Thus we have Ama.mmmkg-be_ i‘;se
of the kshatriys or warrior Amamsm}ha), Bannek-ge for asnayat_dger
thouse of the temple chief),” Wirappuli-ge (hot.lse of Athe str%x}]lg ig :
chief), Ratugamage (house of the fair v111£}ge chle‘f). Lékamage . ot8e 0
the scribel, Marakkalage (house of the ship captain).

' 5 a1 of old-world history and romance is interwoven with
theseAniir?g;.deﬂ ?s not uneommon to bear in t‘he ge nama of p_resei-nt-
day rustics some of the noblest iittes in the history of th?mlcoun ;'Izl:ré
proving indisputably their descen_t from such ancestry. - e ertlznd
Alagivawanns Moehottilage, for instance, 'recall-s the griaa I(a'%ombo)
courtier of the sixteenth century, the compiler of the Ceylon : o
Doomsday Book ; while Bamachandra Braihmanage fzommem'tl)ra es the
gifted Brahmin scholar who crossed over from India to Cey,1 on (I]I'lt‘
fifteenth century, snd whose descendants becaine tl;i‘eh 1e§e i arzy_
keepers of the Great Hindu Shrine at Do_ndrg Hesfc_i.‘ . E tl}:;a a
waiwa family, seated in the neighlb_o?rhoodrl‘?t ;hemb:mteh e };}er elditary
! i ra, has a unigne history. 12y ar ] 2
g&unsltigg?al:?sp(?f ti‘le fig-tree, sprang from a shoot_ of that under =t“gl’lc§11:_=
Gautama attained Bud.(’lha,hood,tl Aglcm% (t]}e( 21;7%1?3]&; Lw)‘n% :isr?c?é 126(] he

‘rom the Court of AsSka the Great (cirea 227 B.C.) ] ol
Zg(;c{;;i;ﬁg hig descendants were solengnly eut_msted with thfa i(::rﬂ(}:@ﬁgi
the plani by King Dewanampiyamss.a. Kings .and d:).TndSt lllgs d; e
passed away, and Anurdadhapura itgelf is hat a }:Hm_z yuk to T}s n(ay]r]t
member of the family watches over the tree. 'Sn' ij:ﬂlelbon}l (?n"’l‘hé
in 1809, thus refers to a youthful I'epre&_‘,entztt‘we of thg cf an 1 he
Chiefship of the district has been ever since 1n tl}e smne{).fmn .VF;L:]_ "
the boy, who bears the title of SurlyauI\un'mra—S]:1gha( nncglo 't;lh
Tion and the Sun), can boast an unbroken descent, (‘301(npare( Wll '
whose antignity the most renowned peerages of Hurope are bu
creations of yesterday.”’T

On the banks of the Walawe River, close to the anqyentR calilt%%
Magaioa, there ig a elan of washermex} who bear.the {;3{10{:{;@1 Camnlcoﬂ)
sab\hﬂ‘pati‘ gamage {Landlords sprung tx_;(.)m th? c.hle‘f. Oi! t 11?1 ' ar Cou .and
They claim to be descended 'Jfl'Ol:[l King Gamb:thu g ¢ ;guni)}xl()rlI and
foster-brother Nila, with whose asgigtance h(-; conquered _ dm} e t(;
Wila was the son of the palace iaundx_’ess, and when a .011111 bli::} muhich
have moved the heavy iron club l_m'ng ander the roya. . e ,*t\\{\xfal't
could only be lifted by ten men. H1§ descer‘)dantsl, ‘who ,n‘te a8 a axt
and nntuly race, possess the lands wl?lch then: gr_e:a,t ances (E" re?tla] .
for his services nearly twenly centm'let? ago. I_‘].zen‘ grf'mts, t,f fly allege,
were washed away by one of the periodical 1nundat10ps of the river,

Literally Bim ¢ ol néigaka, chiof { Mhief who conveyed the
* arally Sisi bas, word, and niguka, chief (the chie nveye :
words i;xl-tg;‘;cl)es:;f the Grod King] Basndyaka was the title of thg lny chiefs of
the Cheyl{)u Tindn temples
1 8irJ. Teuuant’s Ceglon, vol. ii., . 625,

DUTOH BURGHRER UNTOR

[

b_ut their ge nasna, coupled with other circumstances, confirmg the
‘truth of their elaim. :

In the same neighbourhood there i another clan, whose ge namna

has an interesting origin — viz., Sabda vidda Ambagabapokina
. Rijapaksa Mudali-ge {Chief Rajapaksa. who shot by sound in the
mango-tree pool). - '

_ 511 Parakrama Bahu VI, (1412-1467), during one of hig royal
progresses, had his rest disturbed by the croaking of a frog, night
after night, ag he lay in his encampment in the woods round Mzgama.
None of the royal train could destroy the reptile, which lay concealed
in a pool. A countryman, however, undertook to shoot the animal,

- and; gnidipg his arrow by the sound, transfixed the frog. The
. Simbalese Locksley was rewarded with the sigpificant title still borne

by hisdescendants, and with large grants of land, which they long
enjoyed. ’

The name Jayanetti Koralage also preserves a romantic tradition,
A foreign swordsman came to the Simhalese Court and challenged
anyone to contend with him, The King’s call for a champion proved
inetfeetual until & member of the Tennakdn family from the provinee
of Sabaragamuwa came forward. After a stubborn contest, the
stranger lay dead in the lists, but the Simhalese, too, fell mortally
“injured. -The monarch tore off a piece of his robe to bind hig
champion’s wound, and ordered him to be carried to the Betge (State

- Medical Establishment), where he died. At the royal bidding hig heir

was brought up in the palace. A dance of victery (Jaya-nirtya) was
institnted at Court in honour of the event, and the boy was called
Jaya-nirtya Korala,® corrupted into Jayanetti Korila. In time he foll
in love with the RKing's danghter, and, with the aid of a washerman
employed at the palace, carried her off to the village Pannila, in the
distriet of Pasdum Kdrale. Fere he was sale from the King's wrath
and pursuit, for tho sea const wag then held by the Portugnese, His
faithful washerman settled with him at Pannila, where their descendants
are still found. Those of the retainer are ealled Marappuli radsge,
“washers of the Muarappuli” (Brave Tiger), after the well-known
cognomen of the Tennakon [amily.

When the Portuguese occupied the lowland provinces of Ceylon
{1506-1656) foreign names came into vogue, as a result of the conversion
to Christianiby of the King and Court- Not ouly were Portuguese
Christian names adopterd, bu the chisf people took the surnames of their
Porfuguese sponsors at their conversion—e.g., Silva, Fernando, Dias,
Sampayo, Tissern. Certain surnames, it would seem, weve confined o
parbicular clasges of the Sirhhalese.

‘When a man was raised to an official position as a chief, ete.~—and
none but Christians weve eligible for office— Don was prefixed to the

-name. Thus Luis 8ilva became Don § Luis Silva, and one or more

#  Thetitle of ihe commissioner ora country ( Aorila)

t Later the tiile of Don was sold Ly both Portuguese and Dulch Governments
at nomiuul prices.






