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The utmost significance was attached to names and clan distinctions 
in Ancient Ceylon. 

A Singhalese usually had two names, sometimes three. The bat 
kawupu nama (rice name) corresponded to the pramomen, or Christian 
name. The ivarige nama (clan name), waxagama, or ye nama (house 
name), was synonymous with the cognomen, or name of the gens ; 
while the pata bcoidi nama (honorary name) was granted as a title of 
distinction in the same way as the agnomen. 

The bat kawdpu nama was given when the child was weaned, and 
the ceremony consisted of feeding him with rice for the first t ime. 
Its performance is recorded with regard to Prince Gamini Abhaya, 
afterwards the great Buddhist King Dntugasmunu (161-137 33. 0.). 
This name, when given to princes and nobles, was generally significant 
of power or might - e.g., Abhaya (Fearless), Wijaya (Victorious), 
Parakrama Bahu (Mighty Arm). I n the case of princesses and ladies 
of rank it denoted depor tment , wealth, or quality e.g., Lilawati 
(Gentle Maid), Chandrawati (Lady Moon), Ratmuvali (Gem Maiden), 
Masnik Sami (Lady of Gems), Siwali, for Simhasiwali (Lion Damsel),. 
the name of Kiug Wijaya's* mother. The middle class usually 
adopted designations allusive to natural qualities or to beauty—e, ?/,, 
Sobani (Bonnie Lass), ^Padmani (Lily-Maid), iEhajla mali (iKhaila 
Blossom), Rametana (Golden Lady), Tarn (Star). 

Some of the prettiest names are of this kind, but only linger 
among the more backward classes, and even here they are fast 
disappearing. A wealth of symbolism and. poetry underlies these 
names, and it is well tha t they should be collected before they are 
forgotten. 

* The founder of the Siriiluilese monarchy (543 u . c ) , supposed to have sprung 
from a lion, 
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Among the lower classes the males were called Loku Appu (Eldest 
One), Maddnma Appu (Middle One), Punchi Appu (Little One)« The 
suffix Appu meant "Mr. ," and was originally reserved for the sons of 
gent lemen or pet ty chiefs. The corresponding changes for females 
were Loku Hami , Madduma Hami, or Maddumi, Punchi Hami , or 
Punchi . The prefix Hami signifies "Miss", though it originally meant 
"Lady , " and was conferred on women of rank, as in the case of Msenik 
Sami, the cultured daughter of the Pr ime Minister Attanayaka. II; 
there were more in the family, they were discriminated by physical or 
mental characteristics—e.g., Kalu Appu, or Kalu Hami (Dark One). 

These names were displaced almost entirely, in the provinces which 
came under Portuguege dominion, by Portuguese Christian names, such 
as Joao, Luis, Jacolis, Bastiana, Christina. 

The ivarige nama or ge nama, is inherited. Its origin is to be 
sought in the days when the Siriihalese first colonized Ceylon. Each 
commune was under a patriarch, and originally those who inhabited a 
part icular hamlet, having, in fact or theory, sprung from a common 
ancestor, took their tribal name from his village, as in Gangodawilage 
(clan of the "river-bank pool village' '). Hence a clan name is also 
called wasaffama (dwelling-village). 

These communes were t iny agricultural republics, and contained 
the germ of free institutions. The village chief had acquired the 
hamlet either by sett lement or by royal grant. I n the former case his 
descendants were styled Gama-tetige (house of those who originally 
founded the village), in the latter Gama-ge (house of those to whom it 
was granted), with or without the name of the part icular village being 
prefixed. Similarly, those of a village community whose ancestor held 
any office were distinguished by a cognomen indicating it. This class 
includes (a) Gama-ge, generally signifying the house of those who 
owned the village, and applied pwr excellence to the family which 
owned the land, and from which the village chief or headman was 
chosen ; (b) Patirage, or Patirannaahelage* (house of the accountant); 
(c) Hett igef (house of the (village) merchant); (d) Japa-get (house of 
the (village) priest) ; (e) Liana-ge (house of the scribe); (/') Tantr ige 
(house of the treasurer, or in tendant) : (<y) Vitilrana-ge (house of the 
inquirer into crime). § 

Often these names would be qualified by that of the village, or by 
the individual designation of the original office-holder- e.g., Pal sen a 
patirage (house of the village accountant of Panama), Wikkrama 
archchige (house of the (village) constable Wikkrama) . Randan a 
arachchige (the house of the (village) Sergeant of Kandana) 

* F r o m Sk. patra, the "palm-leaf" on which the accounts were wri t ten 
t F rom Sk. areshta, noble. Hence the clays of merchant robles 
X F r o m Sk. yoga, sacrifice; pa, protect 
§ F ive of these officials—e.g. (l) G-anui-rala, village chief; (2) Liana-rala, scribe 

(3) Vitarana, inquirer; (4) Patiraimajhe, accountant; (5) Japatara—const i tuted 
the village Council of the Commune-
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A g a i n , as t h e c o u n t r y w a s s e t t l e d , a t i t l e d c lass c a m e i n t o e x i s t e n c e 
T h e d i g n i t y of a p p t i h a m i , * o r " g e n t l e m a n , " l i t e r a l l y " l o r d , " w a s 
conferred by the King, but the sons of the great nobles became 
Appuhamis by bi r th alone. They held their land on the tenure of 
certain honourable duties, such as waiting at Court, at tending the 
Governor of the province, or serving on commissions. The descendants 
of an Appuhami, who constituted the village gentry, were distinguished 
by a ge nama indicative of their descent— e.g., Gangodawila appu-
hamilage (the lords of the village Gangodawila). Sometimes the title 
Appuhami may be omitted in the ge nama. Thus the process of 
differentiation proceeded among the people, by the adoption of new clan 
names, as a family advanced in rank. Hhe p>ata hamdi nama literally 
means "a frontlet tied name.1 ' Originally the title appears to have been 
inscribed on a strip of palm-leaf, and tied round the recipient's head. 
Later, thin slips of bronze or gold were used, according to the dignity 
conferred. I n the case of the lesser chiefs this forehead band was tied 
by the Pr ime Minister, while great dignitaries were invested by the 
Sovereign himself. The pata bamdi nama comprehended one or more 
distinctive titles symbolical of worth or courage—e.g., Jayasirhha 
(Victorious Lion), "Wijayaratna (Victorious Gem), Jayawardhana (Victory 
Increaser), Gunasekhara (Moon of Benignity), Jayasuriya (Sun of 
Victory), Abhayakon (Fearless Chief), Disanayaka (Provincial (Chief), 

The choice of the particular name lay with the grantee. Thus the 
Sovereign selected his title at his accession from a number of inscribed 
gold plates deposited by his chiefs afc one of the great temples. 

Often a grant of land on copper or gold, in which the title was 
recited, accompanied the dignity. This was preserved as an heirloom, 
and the person distinguished became the founder of a new and noble 
family. The former ge nama was discarded by his descendants in favour 
of his pata hamdi 'nama, which was converted into a patronymic. 
Thus, Naid 'Appu was created Tennakon Mudali (Chief) about the 
fourteenth century, and founded the great house of Tennakon, by which 
title it is known to this day. If the office was important or distinctive, 
the descendants of the holder are known by a ge nama, merely 
significant of the office, else it is qualified, in addition, by his own name 
—e.g., Adhikaivge (house of the justiciar or deputy-governor), Yapa-gef 
(house of the ^brigadier-general), Wela- tantr i (house of the Border -
Intendant) , \. Muhandirarh-ge (house of the L ieu tenan t - i.e., of the 
royal guard), Gikiyana-ge (house of the gleemen), Pinidiapatirage (house 
of the royal rose-water Supplier), Malwatta-ge (house of the hereditary 
royal Gardener), Wikkramasirhha-Mudalige (house of the Captain 

*Sk. atntan, self ; swaml. lord ; Pk . attasaml, or appasa'iiu, my lord 
I'Sirii yd. from Sk yalra, a marching force ; a r d Sim pa, from Sk pa, protect 
£The Tan t r i , from a Sk root formed a class of intendants , seven of whom 

were specially attached to the royal service—e.g., Kalu T a n t r i (Black Thane). 
H e t - T a n t r i ; from Sk. sweta. white ("White Thane), Mud-Tantr i (Sisniet Thane) . 
Got-Tautr i (Family Thane), Wela-Taut r i (Border Thane), and WShala-Tant r i 
(Palace Thane) , the two la t te r being of chieftain rank, having precedence 
according' to the i r office 
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Wikkramasirhha). Simittri arachchige (house oE the sergeant Simifctri) 
Jayasundara Koralage (house of the country commissioner Jayasundara \ 
Savunda Hasnnajdige (house of the boatsignaller Savunda), There is 
such diversity in their development tha t no positive rules can be laid 
down regarding their formation. Thus we have Amarasimha-ge (house 
of the kshatriya or warrior Amarasirhha), Bannek-ge for Basnayakage 
(house of the temple chief),* Wirappuli-ge (house of the strong tiger 
chief), Katugamage (house of the fair village chief), Lekamage (house of 
the scribe), Marakkalage (house of the ship captain). 

A great deal of old-world history and romance is interwoven with 
these names. I t is not uncommon to hear in the ge nama of present-
day rustics some of the noblest titles in the history of the country, 
proving indisputably their descent from such ancestry. The name 
Alagiyawanna Mohottalage, for instance, recalls the great poet and 
courtier of the sixteenth century, the compiler of the Ceylon (Tombo) 
Doomsday Book ; while Riimachandra Brahmanage commemorates the 
gifted Brahmin scholar who crossed over from India to Ceylon in the 
fifteenth century, and whose descendants became the hereditary 
keepers of the Great Hindu Shrine at Dondra Head. The Nuwara-
waewa family, seated in the neighbourhood of the Sacred Bo tree of 
Anuradhapura , has a unique history. Thsy are the hereditary 
custodians of the fig-tree, sprung from a shoot of that under which 
Gautama attained Buddhahood, Among the princes who escorted the 
shoot from the Court of Asoka the Great {circa 257 B.C.), Pr ince Bod hi-
gupta and his descendants were solemnly entrusted with the service of 
the plant by King Dewanampiyatissa. Kings and dynasties have 
passed away, and Anuradhapura itself is but a ruin, yet to this day a 
.member of the family watches over the t ree. Sir Emerson Tennant , 
in 1859, thus refers to a youthful representative of the c l a n : ' 'The 
Chief ship of the district has been ever since in the same family, and 
the boy, who bears the title of Suriya-Kumara-Singha (Prince of the 
Lion and the Sun), can boast an unbroken descent, compared with 
whose antiquity the most renowned peerages of Europe are but 
creations of yes terday,"! 

On the banks of the Walawe River, close to the ancient capital 
M&gama, there is a clan of washermen who bear the ge nama Ramhoti 
sabhapati gamage (Landlords sprung from, the chief of the War Council) 
They claim to be descended from King Gajabahu's champion and 
foster-brother Nila, with whose assistance he conquered South India. 
Nila was the son of the palace laundress, and when a child is said to 
have moved the heavy iron club lying under the royal bed, which 
could only be lifted by ten men. His descendants, who are a stalwart 
and unruly race, possess the lands which their great ancestor received 
for his services nearly twenty centuries ago. Their grants, they allege, 
were washed away by one of the periodical inundations of the river, 

* Literally Sim has, word, and nti/faka, chief ('the chief who conveyed the 
words or oracles of the God IvinyJ Basnnyaka was the title of the lay chiefs of 
the Ceylon Hindu temples 

| Sir J. Teunant's Ceylon, vol. ii,, p. {525, 
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but their ge nama, coupled with other circumstances, confirms the 
truth of their claim. 

In the same neighbourhood there, is another clan, whose ge nama 
has an interesting origin — viz., Sabda vidda Ambagahapokuna 
Riijapaksa Mudali-ge (Chief Eajapaksa, who shot by sound in the 
mango-tree pool). 

Sri Parakrama Bahu VI . (1412-14(57), dur ing one of his royal 
progresses, had his rest disturbed by the croaking of a frog, night 
after night , as he lay in his encampment in the woods round Magama. 
None of the royal train could destroy the reptile, which lay concealed 
in a pool. A countryman, however, undertook to shoot the animal, 
artd^ guiding his arrow by the sound, transfixed the frog. The 
Simhalese Locksley was rewarded with the significant title still borne 
by his descendants, and with large grants of land, which they long 
enjoyed. 

The name Jayanett i Koralage also preserves a romantic tradition. 
A foreign swordsman came to the Sirhhalese Court and challenged 
anyone to contend with him. The King's call for a champion proved 
ineffectual until a member of the Tennakon family from the province 
of Sabaragamtiwa came forward. After a stubborn contest, the 
Stranger lay dead in the lists, but the Singhalese, too, fell mortally 
injured. The monarch tore off.' a piece of his robe to bind his 
champion's wound, and ordered him to be carried to the Betge (State 
Medical Establ ishment) , where he died- At the royal bidding his heir 
was brought up in the palace. A dance of victory (Jaya-nirtya) was 
instituted at Court in honour of the event, and the boy was called 
Jaya-nirtya Korala,* corrupted into Jayanet t i Koiala. In t ime lie fell 
in love with the King's daughter , and, with the aid of a washerman 
employed at the palace, carried her off to the village Pannila, in the 
district of Pasdum Korale. Here he was safe from the King's wrath 
and pursuit, for the sea coast was then held by the Portuguese. His 
faithful washerman settled with him at Pannila, where their descendants 
are still found. Those of the retainer are called Marappuli radgge, 
"washers of the Marappuli'1 (Brave Tiger), after the well-known 
cognomen of .the Tennakon family. 

When the Portuguese occupied the lowland provinces of Ceylon 
(1506-1656) foreign names came into vogue, as a result of the conversion 
to Christianity of the King and Court- Not only were Portuguese 
Christian names adopted, hut the chief people took the surnames of their 
Portuguese sponsors at their conversion— e.g., Silva, Fernando. Dias, 
Sampayo, Tissera. Certain surnames, it would seem, were confined to 
particular classes of the Sirhhalese. 

When a man was raised to an official position as a chief, etc.—and 
none but Christians were eligible for office— Don was prefixed to the 
name. Thus Luis Silva became Don f Luis Silva, and one or more 

* The title of the commissioner or a country (Kerala) 
f Later the title of Don was sold by both Portuguese and Dutch Governments 

at nominal prices. 
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pata barndi names were added. This custom is still followed. Thus the 
old rule of changing the name on elevation to office continued in 
existence, with the difference that no new clan name was substituted, 
this not being the European fashion. Nay, some of those who rose to 
rank during the Porbuguese and Dutch rule absolutely discarded the ge 
nama. Such was the case among the families which, springing from an 
obscure origin, owed their preferment entirely to the foreign rulers, and 
were therefore anxious not to preserve the recollection of their ge nama. 
On the other hand, the lower orders and the country gentry, although 
some of the latter adopted Portuguese surnames, carefully preserved 
their ancestral patronymics. 

Within the last few years a pernicious custom has sprung up of 
substituting a grandiloquent ge 'nama for a homely one, under the 
pretext of a previous mistake. 

The whole of the ancient clan or tribal system mainly rested on 
tenure of service, and was inextricably bound up with it. Even among 
the same clansmen there were fine gradations of rank, and it was only a 
few families, in lineal descent from the original ancestor or chief, who 
mixed together socially, shared the service lands, and relieved each other 
in rotation in the performance of their public duty. Such families were 
called karamarukarayo, or relieving ones (literally "change of shoulders' '), 
the image being derived from relays of bearers, who took turns in 
carrying a palanquin on the shoulders. Families of craftsmen and other 
dependants attached to each place or person bore as their ge nama the 
ti t le of their commune, or the designation ef their chief, with their 
particular calling—e.g., Lianwala panikkige (the barbers of the commune 
Lianwala), Wirasimha pedige (house of the washermen of the chief 

1 Wirasimha). The Salagama caste brought to Ceylon from TanjoretChola) 
: in the fourteenth century, by one of the Simhalese monarchs, do not bear 

the suffix ge (house or family) in their clan— e.g., Kalu Ha t (Black 
Hand), Namedirl (Preceding Many), the families from which their chiefs 
were chosen, Wali Muni (Sage Wali). 

When entering the Buddhist priesthood laymen dropped their own 
names for others symbolical of sanctity and wisdom. To these were 
prefixed the names of their birthplace—-eg., Walgama, Dharma-ratana 
(Gem of the Law of Walgama). 

[Note by Editor : This article wns written in 1908 loug before the Author's 
death, and wus first published in the Ceylon Antiquary,] 
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IN MEMORIAM 

JAMES REGINALD TOUSSAINT. 

I t is given to but few men to have it truly said of them, that t hey : 
"lived respected and died regretted." None will deny that " B e g g i e " 
Toussaint, who passed recently to his eternal rest, qualified for respect 
in its widest sense while he lived. His death has made us realize the 
fullness of our loss. In short, he is representative of that type of men 
who are the salt of the earth, and of whom our Community has produced 
some distinguished examples. 

Mr. James'Beginald Toussaint was a gentleman, a scholar, bibliophile, 
and a public servant in the correct sense of the word. He stood for a 
tradition which embodied and transmitted the culture of the Dutch 
Burghers of Ceylon. The son of Mr. Peter John Gratiaen Toussaint, 
Crown Proctor of Batticaloa ; he was educated at St. Thomas ' College, 
Colombo, and began life as so many Dutch Burghers had done in the 
past, in the lower ranks of the Government Service. His versatility and 
usefulness in the General Clerical Service, in which he served from 1898 
to 1919, caught the eye of a then Colonial Secretary. Thus, he won his 
way to that abode of the blessed, the Civil Service of the Island, not 
through academic groves, or by adventitious aid, but by his own 
undoubted merits. 

True to the traditions of tiie Civil Service, Mr. Toussaint served in 
a variety of public offices bringing ability, application, untiring energy 
and loyalty to bear on his work. He served in the Department of 
Education, the Colonial Audit and the Food Control, in the Stamp Office 
and in the Pearl Fisheries. He retired while holding the office of Deputy 
Fiscal, but not before he had also served as Secretary of a Commission 
appointed to report on Buddhist Temporalities. 

Although much might be written of Mr. Toussaiut 's devotion to his 
office work, and of his exemplary career in the Services; it is of J. B. 
Toussaint as President of the Dutch Burgher Union, and as Editor of 
the Dutch Burgher Union Journal , tha t I fain would write. The former 
was a culmination of long association with the Union, its ideals and 
objects : for he was a member of the Committee which met in 1907 to 
frame rules, enrol members, and prepare the way for the formal 
establishment of the Dutch Burgher Union. At the Inaugural Meeting 
of the Union, held on the 18th January, 1908, he was one of the General 
Committee then elected, and from 1925 to 1928, he served as Honorary 
Secretary, and in 1925 was also Honorary Treasurer. 

When Mr. Toussaint was elected to the Presidental Chair in 1938, a 
regular contributor to the Journal said of him : we doubt if there was 
ever a meeting of the Union since its inception, at which he was not 
present, and no meeting seemed to be complete without him. Few 
indeed deserved in greater measure the highest honour which the Dutch 
Burgher Union can oft'er to any of its members. For several years as a 
mark of the confidence, they had in the man, Mr. Toussaint was with 
unfailing regularity unanimously re-elected President. Ably assisted by 


