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THE DUTCH BURGHER UNION OF CEYLON

"HLE Union, which is - now fifty years old,. was initiated by an

informal meeting held al the Lindsay Lecture Hall, Bambalapitiya
» on the 12th of November, 1907, at which a large number of both ladies
and gentlemen was present.  The proceedings commenced by Mr. (later,
8ir} Heotor van Cuylenberg being called to the chair. He said :

. He regretted that, not haying given the subject that consideration and study
it should have had from him, he was not in a position to say much about it, or to
pub the case of the proposed Union hefare the meeting with all the force it
demanded. e thought, however, the time had come for the Dutch Burghers as
4 commuuity to havea Union of their own. He would leave to his friend Mr
. Anthoniss, who was wore qualified than himself to speuk on the subject, to
explain exactly the objeets for which they had met that evening.  In the present
gtage of the movement, while as yet the lines on which they were to proceed, and
- other mutters, were under deliberation, it was desirable, he thought, that the
procecdings should not e reported in the newspapers. The time for that would
be when the Union was properly organized and placed upon a firm basis, He
would therefore sppeal to these present to be loyaland true to themselves and to
© the cause, whose interests would be best served by their proceedings not being
made subject to newspaper comment., On the subject of the Unilon he had
himgelf certain strong opinicns, but he was not going to discuss them there.
. He wonld only say the time had eome for them as a community fo coalesce. and
form a hond of sympathy among them all. At present the members of their
communily were scattered about. Those who met as school boys grew up to
machood, and they seldom came across ench other, There, in that hall, for
- instance, he gaw one or two very old friends of his. He probably sometimes
passed them in the road, or saw them once in two or three months, and thatwas
“oalll That is not as it at onght o be. If there wuas an association of the kind
preposed, the members of it would frequently meet, and there would be a bond
< amongst all the Duteh Burghers in Colombo and the ontstations, and they wenld
he able to do a great deal of real good to each other. He would call upon My, R.
G, Anthenisz to address the meeling, :

Mr. Anthonisz said :

The position into which he had been thiust, of having to explain the cbject
of their meeting there that evening, was one he would have gladly avoided. But,
as it was necessary that this explanation chould be given, and he was supposed to
“have gualified himself to de so by a loug acquaintance with the sabject, he could
not shirk his duty on that occasion, It was necessary under the present
circumstances—cireamstances which he thought need not be entered inte there—
o explain, first of ail, what the Unionvwas nof going to do. It wasnotgeing, for
- instance, to bring about any disunion, alibough he had beard it mentioned that
+this would be the outcome of it. Tt was intended to bring together the varicus
elements of a disunited community. A union among the Dutch Burghers was
not going to disturb any of the existing friendly relations they had with membeérs
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fistoms of their fore-fathers. They had to live theirlives abreast of the age ;
ub among the customs they ought to see revived are some of those homely and
mple ones which served to make the people of u past generation a happier and
ore contenied class than themselves. There are also national eelebrations
hich they had long given up, and whichthey ought to gee revived, if ouly to
eep alive among them the feeling of kinship with the people of Holland, who
re ever ready to acinowledge their kinship. As abeginning he hoped that they
ould obzerve the Feast of 8t. Nicolaas on the 6th December. This was usnally
one by a children’sfete on the eve of 8t Nicoinng—December 5Sth.  Having
ng lost touch with Holland they had now quite forgotten in what marner the
eremonies on this occasion were performed. DBut he was hoppy to say they had
friend in their midst just thes, a geptleman frem Holland, who was taking the
reatest interest in their presecut movement, who was zble and plad enough to
nitinte them into the munner of procedure, Last of ali. he would refer to the
‘pubject of the Dutch language, which they had now lost. It was not expected

hat they could all of them take up its study ; but he hoped the Union would be
ble to enconrage and promote this study among those who were desirous of
ursuing it. A knowledge of Dutch, apart from the fact of ils being the
nguage of their fathers, would be hoth useful and profitable -to them, The
terature of Holland was rich and valuable, and the language itself one of the
urest forms of T'eutonic speech. Fortunately for them 1he study of Dutch
mong the youth of the community was in a way encouraged just then by its
troduction into the curriculum of the Senior Cambridge Local Examination.
‘heir boys and girls could not do betier than in future take up Dutch at the
xaminatioy lastead of French or German, The revival of nutional cusioms
he celebration of nationql festivals, and the eultivation of the language a:re,
owever, not the ouly objects which this Union is o have in view, Much was
equired to be done for the social well-being of their community, If this Union
ere properly supported, the means could be fouud for encouraging talent and
ndustry by enabling promising youth, whose advancemeni was often retarded
v th'e want of meaus, to pursue their studies and to achieve svecess in 1ife.
haritable institutions among themselves were also ueeded for the relief of
he destitute members of thelr community. Ttis a painful fact that there are
uch people in the community who are extremely peor, but yet respectable, and
ho, although suffering great privations, were yet too proudtobeg, Now, it was
oped that with such atras as these the Dutch Burghers would unite and work
ogether for the common good of their class, It was a worthy undertaking, and
ust appeal to all right and liberal minded people. '

of other communities. For instance, most of them had friends in the Sinhaleze
the Tamil, angd the English commurities. He did not believe that any of them
would wish these friendships broken up. He, for his part, bad tried and loya
friends in other communities whom he was not going to give up for any nomber
of unions, It must then be elearly understood that their attitude towards thoie
who were notto be incladed in this Union was to be & decidedly pacific and
friendly one. They could not force iheir own particulir gentiments on their
friends of other communities, but there were other bonds which would always
unite them, It had been said that by restricting this Union {0 Dutch Burgher;
they were shutting out a great many who had hitherto formed a part of
themselves, Ff by this wasmeant that they were going to shut out all those who
did not bear Dutch names, he ought to explain that a2 Duich Union such as they
proposed to form was to include all those who were actudted by the same
sentiment by being of Duteh descent, whether on the father’s or moiher’s side
They had several families in their cirele with British names, families fonnded by
those who had entered their community by marrying into it, and who had alway
identified themselves with it. These families were, according to the mos
rational interpretation of the térm, not only Burghers, but Dutch Burghers. It
will be seen then that the bond which was to unite them was their common Dutch
descent. They all claimed to be Dutch descendants, and were proud of that
descent. It was not to be supposed for a moment that that meant any disloyalty
to the British throne, From the date of ihe arrival of ihe British in Ceylon,
when their grandfathers and great-grandfathers took the oath of zllegiance to
King George I11,, the Dutch Burghers elaim to have been among the most loyal
of British subjects, and they have ever remained so  There weretwounalterable
faets which they were to face: they were the descendants of the Dutch, and at
the same time were the born subjects of the British throne. While the ong
elaimed their filial regard, the other claimed their loyalty, Ard much reasen
indeed had they to be loyal to the British and to be proud of the privilege of
being DBritish sabjects.” He thought they would bhe much mistaken in their
estimaie of the character of their British ruters if they imagined they would be
}ess respected or trusted for being frue to their own national instinets. Thig
Union. it was hoped, would constantly remind them of their origin, and make
them live up to the traditions of their ancestors. Tt was calculated to inspirein
them courage and confidence in themselves, loyaliy towards their rulers, and
feelings of friendship and fellowship towards their fellow-countrymen. The
first thing necessary wag that they should acquire sirength among themselves;
This they could only do by burying all petty rivalries and by feelirgand knowhig
that they had a common éanse, and that cause the welfare of their community
They had suffered 2 great deal from the want of some bond of thiskind. If they
each felt that to maintain themselves as a community they were bound to help
each other, and if each individual did what he fairly and henestly could to
promote the interests of the other, they would be shewing a proper spirit of
union. Then, by charitable funds to help those who were needy, and by the
snoouragement of talent in promising youth, their welfare as a community would
be assured. Now, in order to unite for 1 common purpose it was necessary th
they should have, not only a common objeet, but thai object should be based dn
something common to themselves, which would serve to biud them together,
He had already indicated that the bond which was to bind ihem together wi
community of race. It wasalwaysthat which served as the most potent bond of
union among people wherever they were. They, the Dutch Burghers, then bad t
remember that their forefathers came from Holland, orin the service of Hollan
more than o hundred years azo. Remembering that, they had algo to remembe;
that like all people they had their own peculiar national characieristier. Now
for a people to iry and preserve their national characteristics is a very laudable
thing. and it was calenlated to give them confidence and pride in themselves;
Many of the national characteristies of the Dutch—a great many indeed-they
still preserved, and many of the customs of their ancestors were siill observed by
them ; but they had also lost or given up a great many, One object of this Unj

should therefore be to tty and revive some of those beneficial customs which th

had given up. He did not mean that in this 20th century of progress ai
advancement they were to go back to any of those antiquated and old-fashioned

Al the conelusion of the address the fcllowing resolution was moved
y Mr, Horace de Kretser : “That this meeting is of opinion that a Union
f the Duteh Burghers of Ceylon, with the object of promoting the
oral, social, and intellectual well-being of the community, was very
esirable.” This was seconded and carried unanimously.

Mz, J. K. Christoffelsz proposed that the following gentlemen, with
ower to add to their number, may be appointed a Commitiee to frame
ules, enral mmembers, and carry out the preliminary arrangements for the
ormation of such a Union, viz. : Drs, I A, Prins and Andreas Nell, and
fegars. I. J. T. Foenander, . A. vander Straaten, G. L. Leembruggen,
. (+. Anthonisz, O, 8peldewinde, Horace de Kreteer, . H, de Vos, R. A.
rohier jr., Allan Drieberg, P. H. Ebell, Edgar Schokman, W. B.
‘ousraint, Colin Kriekenbeek, H. P, RBeling, Lloyd Siehel, W. &,
hristoffelsz, Sam. de Ileer, C. Albrecht, and W. E. V. de Rooy.

' After this, Mr. Maurits Wagenvoort, a Dutch writer and traveller of
1ote, Wh‘o was on a visit to the Istand, and whs bhad been taking much
nferest in the cause, was called upon to say & fow words.






