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T H E D U T C H B U R G H E R U N I O N O F CE YL ON 
rT,HE Union, which is ■ now fifty years, old, was initiated by an 

informal meeting held at the Lindsay Lecture Hall, Bambalapitiya 
on the 12th of November, 1907, at which a large number of both ladies 
and gentlemen was present. The proceedings commenced by Mr, (later, 
Sir) Hector van Cuylenberg being called to the chair, He said : 

He regret ted that , not haying given the subject tha t consideration and study 
it should have had from him, he was not in a position to say much about it, or to 
put the case of the proposed "Union before the meeting with all the force it 
demanded. H e thought , however, the t ime had come for the Dutch Burghers as 
a community to have a Union of their own. He would leave to his friend Mr 
Arithonisz, who was more qualified than himself to speak on the subject, t o 
explain exactly the objects for which they had met that evening. In the present 
stage of the movement, while as yet the lines on which they were to proceed, and 
other matters, were under deliberation, it was desirable, he thought, tha t the 
proceedings should not be reported in the newspapers. The t ime for that would 
be when the Union was properly organized and placed upon a firm basis. H e 
would therefore appeal to those present to be loyal and t rue to themselves and to 
the cause, whose in teres ts would b e h e s t served by their proceedings not being 
made subject to newspaper comment. On the subject of the Union he hud 
himself certain strong opinions, but he was not going to discuss them there. 
He would only say the t ime had come for them as a community t o coalesce, and 
form a bond of sympathy among them all. At present the members of their 
community were scattered about. Those who met as school boys grew up to 
manhood, and they seldom came across each other. There, in that hall, for 
instance, he saw one or two very old friends of his. H e probably sometimes 
passed them in the road, or saw them once in two or three months, and that was 
all, That is not as it at ought to be. If there was an association of the kind 
proposed, the members of it would frequently meet, and there would be a bond 
amongst all the Dutch Burghers in Colombo and the outstat ions, and they would 
be able to do a great deal of real good to each other. H e would call upon Mr. E . 
G-. Anthonisz to address the meeting. 

M r . A n t h o n i s z sa id : 
The position into which he had been th ius t , of having to explain the object 

of their meeting there that evening, was one he would have gladly avoided. But, 
as it was necessary tha t this explanation should be given, and he was supposed to 
have qualified himself to do so by a long acquaintance wilh Ihe subject, he could 
not shirk his duty on that occasion. I t was necessary under the present 
circumstances—circumstances which be though t need not be entered into there— 
to explain, first of all, what the TJnionvw;iSHOf going to do. I t was not going, for 
instance, t o bring about any disunion, although he had heard it mentioned tha t 
this wouldbe the outcome of it . I t was intended to bring together the various 
elements ot 'a disunited community. A union among the Dutch Burghers was 
not going to disturb any of the existing friendly relations they had with members 
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of other communities. F o r instance, most of them had friends in the Sinha' 
the Tamil , and the English communities. H e did not believe tha t any of t 
would wish these friendships broken up. He , for his part , had tr ied and h 
friends in other communities whom he was not going to give up for any nun ■ 
of unions. I t mus t then be clearly understood that their a t t i tude towaide t! 
who were not to be included in this Union was t o be a decidedly pacific 
friendly one. They could not force their own particular sent iments on t 
friends of other communities, bu t there were other bonds which would ah 
uni te them. I t had been said tha t by restrict ing this Union to Dutch Burg 
they were shut t ing out a great many who had hi ther to formed a part 
themselves. If by this was meant tha t they were going to shut out all those ' 
did not bear Dutch names, he ought t o explain tha t a Dutch Union such as 1 
proposed to form was to include all those who were actuated by the s ■ 
sent iment by being of Dutch descent, whether on the father 's or mother 's s 
They had several families in their circle with Bri t ish names, families founde. 
those who had entered their community by marrying into it, and who had alv 
identified themselves with it. These families were, according to the r, 
rational interpretat ion of the term, not only Burghers, but Dutch Burghers. 
will be seen then that the bond which was to uni te them was their common Di 
descent. They all claimed to be Dutch descendants) and were proud of 
descent. I t was not to be supposed for a moment tha t tha t meant any disloy 
to the Bri t ish throne, F r o m the date of the arrival of the Bri t ish in Cey 
when their grandfathers and great-grandfathers took the oath of allegianci 
King George I I I . , the Du tch Burghers claim to have been among the most h 
of British subjects, and they have ever remained so The ie weretwounalter; 
facts which they were to face : they were the descendants of the Dutch, an 
the same t ime were the born subjects of the Bri t ish throne. "While the 
claimed their filial regard, the other claimed their loyalty. And much re: 
indeed had they to be loyal to the Bri t ish and to be proud of the privilegt ■ 
being Bri t ish subjects.* H e thought they would be much mistaken in t! 
es t imate of the character of their British rulers if they imagined they wouh 
less respected or trusted for being t rue to their own national instincts. 1 
Union, it was hoped, would constantly remind them of their origin, andm 
them live up to the traditions of their ancestors. I t was calculated to inspir 
them courage and confidence in themselves, loyalty towards their rulers, 
feelings of friendship and fellowship towards the i r fellow-countrymen. ' I ! ■ 
first thing necessary was tha t they should acquire s t rength among' themsel 
This they could only do by burying all pe t ty rivalries and by feeling a ndkno? 
that they had a common cause, and that cause the welfare of their commun 
They had suffered a great deal from the want of some bond of this kind. If t 
each felt t ha t to maintain themselves as a community they were bound to 1 . 
each other, and if each individual did what he fairly and honestly coulc ■ 
promote the in teres ts of the other, they would be shewing a proper spirit 
union. Then, by charitable funds t o help those who were needy, and by 
enoouragement of talent in promising youth, their welfare as a community w( ■ 
be assured. Now, in order to unite for a common purpose it was necessary 1 
they should have, not only a common object, but tha t object should be baset ■ 
something common to themselves, which would serve to bind them toget, 
H e had already indicated that the bond which was t o bind them together 
community of race. I t wag always that which served as the most potent hon. 
union among people wherever they were. They , the Dutch Burghers, then li I 
remember tha t their forefathers came from Holland, o r in the service of IT«] 
more than a hundred years ago. Remembering that , they had also to ren m 
tha t like all people they had their own peculiar national characteristics N 
for a people to t ry and preserve their national characteristics is a very Liu<' 
thing, and i t was calculated to give them confidence and pride in them1-*-] 
Many of the national characteristics of the Dutch—a great many indeed—T" 
still preserved, and many of the customs of their ancestors were still obst i\ci 
them ; but they had also lost or given up a great many. One object of this f-
should therefore be to t ry and revive some of those beneficial customs whii_li d • 
had given up. He did not mean that in this 20th century of progr^--
advancement they were t o go back t o any of those ant iquated and old-ip'OiK1 
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stoms of their fore-fathers. They had to live their lives abreast of the age ; 
t among the customs they ought to see revived are some of those homely and 
nple ones which served to make the people of a past generation a happier and 
are coutented class than themselves. There are also national celebrations 
sich they had long given up, and which they ought to see revived, if only to 
ep al ive among them the feeling of kinship wi th the people of Holland, who 
e ever ready to acknowledge their kinship. As a beginning he hoped tha t they 
Duld observe the Feas t of St. Mcolaas on the 6th December. Th i s was usually 
ine by a children'Bfete on the eve of St . Nicolaas—December 5th. Having 
ng lost touch with Holland they had now qui te forgotten in what manner ihe 
remonies on this occasion were performed. Bu t he was happy to say they had 
friend in their midst just then, a gentleman frcm Holland, who was taking the 
eatest in teres t in their present movement, who was able and glad enough to 
itiate them into the manner of procedure. Las t of all . he would refer to the 
bject of the Dutch language, which they had now lost. I t was not expected 
at they could all of them take up i ts study ; but he hoped the Union would be 
lie to encourage and promote this s tudy among those who were desirous of 
irsuiug it . A knowledge of Dutch, apart from the fact of i ts being the 
uguage of their fathers, would be bo th useful and profitable to them. The 
berature of Holland was rich and valuable, and the language itself one of the 
irest forms of Teutonic speech. For tunate ly for them ihe study of Dutch 
nong the .youth of the community was in a way encouraged just then by its 
troduction in to the curriculum of the Senior_ Cambridge Local Examina t ion . 
heir boys and girls could not do be t t e r than in future take up Dutch at the 
xamiuatiou instead of F rench or German. T h e revival of nat ional customs, 
te celebration of nat ional festivals, and the cultivation of the language are, 
Dwever, not the only objects which this Union is to have in view, Much was 
■quired to be done for the social well-being of their community. If this Union 
ere properly supported, the means could be found for encouraging talent and 
idustry by enabling promising youth, whose advancement was often retarded 
V the want of means, to pursue their studies and to achieve success in life. 
haritable inst i tut ions among themselves were also needed for the relief of 
le dest i tute members of their community. I t is a painful fact tha t there arc 
ich people in the community who are extremely poor, bu t yet respectable, and 
ho, although suffering great privations, were yet too proud to beg, Now, it was 
oped that with such aims as these the Dutch Burghers would uni te and work 
jgether for the common good of their class, I t was a worthy undertaking, and 
mst appeal to all r igh t and liberal minded people. 

At t h e conc lus ion of t h e a d d r e s s t h e following reso lu t ion w a s moved 
y Mr, H o r a c e d e K r e t s e r : " T h a t t h i s m e e t i n g is of op in ion t h a t a U n i o n 
f t h e D u t c h B u r g h e r s of Cey lon , w i t h t h e object of p r o m o t i n g t h e 
loral, social , a n d i n t e l l e c t u a l we l l -be ing of t h e c o m m u n i t y , w a s v e r y 
esirable." This was seconded and carried unanimously. 

Mr. 3. E. Christoffelsz proposed that the following gentlemen, with 
ower to add to their number, may be appointed a Committee to frame 
ules, enrol members, and carry out the preliminary arrangements for the 
armation of such a Union, v iz . : Drs. L A. Prins and Andreas Nell, and 
iessrs. ~F. J . T. Foenander, E . A. vander Straaten, G. E. Leembruggen, 
\. (>. Anthonisz, C. Speldewinde, Horace de Kreteer, V. H . de Vos, R. A. 
Jrohier jr., Allan Drieberg, P . H . Ebell, Edgar Schokman, W. B. 
Loussaint, Colin Kriekenbeek, H. P . Beling, Lloyd Siebel, W. S. 
jhristoffelsz, Sam. de Heer, C. Albrecht, and W. E. V. de Rooy. 

After this, Mr. Maurits Wagenvoort, a Dutch writer and traveller of 
lote, who was on a visit to the Island, and who had been taking much 
.nterest in the cause, was called upon to say a few words. 
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H e was sorry, lie said, he was more of a wri ter than a speaker, and he mu-t 
ask-his hearers to excuse his imperfect English. The Dutch Burghers as a 
community, he sui'd, were not known to every one m Holland, and many of those 
who had heard of them knew l i t t le about them. Bu t the people o f Holland who 
came here would be much struck by the Burghers, mid lie proud of them. l i e 
himself had met many members of the community, and he was impressed by the 
fact that for the most par t the Dutch Burghers of Ceylon were a highly 
honourable class of people. T h i s i s o n e reason why they of Holland should be 
proud of them. lit ; would certainly be wri t ing of what he had seen and heard that 
evening, and he felt sure that when his writ ing reached the people of Hol la id 
there would be a great deal of sympathy there for the Dutch Burghers of Ceylrn. 
I t is possible that that sympathy would find expression mostly m w o r d s ; but 
yet if thev were in need'of funds for ihepurpose of fur ther ing any of their good 
objects, his countrvmcti would not, be thought, be slow to respond. However, 
they ought first to endeavour to help themselves. He must ask them to excuse 
him for"iot saying anything more. As he had already told them, he was no 
speaker -his vocation was chiefly tha t of a writer. 

A v o t e of t h a n k s t o t h e cha i r , a n d a few w o r d s in a c k n o w l e d g m e n t 
from M r . v a n C u y l e n b u r g , t e r m i n a t e d t h e p r o c e e d i n g s . B u t before its 
conc lus ion a, l e t t e r from D r v a n P o r t w a s r e a d express ing r eg re t for h is 
forced absence from t h e m e e t i n g a n d h i s full and w a r m s y m p a t h y with 
t h e m o v e m e n t . 

At t h e first m e e t i n g of t h e C o m m i t t e e , w h i c h t o o k p lace on the 
1 6 t h N o v e m b e r , D r . v a n D o r t was e lec ted C h a i r m a n of C o m m i t t e e ; Mr 
E , G. A n t h o n i s z a n d Dr- L- A- P r i n s , J o i n t Sec re t a r i e s ; a n d Mr- S. de 
H e e r , T r e a s u r e r ; a n d t h e n a m e s of t h e fol lowing g e n t l e m e n w e r e added 
to t h e C o m m i t t e e ; Mess r s - H - v a n C u y l e n b u r g , E . de Krefcser, L-
Maarfcensjv A r t h u r Alvis . C h a r l e s A r n d t , E d w i n J o s e p h , P . D- Siebel, 
a n d ,T- B- T o u s s a i n t , and D r . C W , van Geyze l . I t w a s a lso reso lved to 
enro l a s or iginal m e m b e r s of t h e U n i o n al l t h o s e w h o w e r e p re sen t and 
took p a r t in t h e p roceed ings of t h e p r e l i m i n a r y m e e t i n g , and o t h e r s who 
h a d come f o r w a r d w i t h t h e i r s y m p a t h y a n d s u p p o r t , w h o m , in the 
op in ion of t h e C o m m i t t e e , it w a s des i rab le t o en ro l . 

M e e t i n g s w e r e a lso he ld on t h e 1 4 t h D e c e m b e r a n d 4 t h J a n u a r y , 
r e spec t ive ly , a t w h i c h fu r the r de t a i l s w e r e d i scussed , a n d t h e ru l e s which 
w e r e t o form t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n of t h e U n i o n w e r e f ramed and considered. 

T h e G e n e r a l I n a u g u r a l Mee t ing of t h e U n i o n took place at the 
P e t t a h L i b r a r y H a l l , on S a t u r d a y , t h e 18 th J a n u a r y , 1908, a t which a 
la rge g a t h e r i n g of m e m b e r s w a s p r e s e n t . 

T h e H o n ' b l e Mr , F . C. L o o s proposed t h a t Dr , v a n D o r t do t ake the 
cha i r . T h i s w a s seconded by M r . E . de K r e t s e r and car r ied unan imous ly 

■ D r . van D o r t h a v i n g t h e n t a k e n t h e cha i r , sa id : 1 

Ladies and Gent lemen,—1 thank you most warmly and most gratefully 101 
the great honour you have done me in asking me to preside on this memoiabk 
occasion over such a large gathering represent ing so many different sections 
of the Dutch Burger community, whose sreial union we do cement today by entennj: 
into a mutual compact. In the name of our—in one sense common, in one sense 
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;ommon—ancestry, and on behalf of the Committee who have summoned this 
eting, let me extend to each and all present a cordial greeting, our united thanks 
the ready response to our invitation, and a hearty Dutch welcome. My first duty, 
ies and gentlemen, as Chairman, is to ask the Secretary to read the notice 
iveiling this meeting 

Mr. R. G. Anthonisz thereupon read the notice, which was to the 
l o w i n g effect : — 

A General Meeting of the Members of the Dutch Burgher Union will be held at 
: Colombo Pettah Library Hall on Saturday, the 18th instant, at 3 p.m., when the 
-ised Constitution, of which a copy has been presented to each member, will be 
emitted for approval, office-bearers and a Committee appointed for the ensuing 
i.r, and such other business transacted as may be brought before the meeting. 

The Chairman, continuing, said : 
That being the object for which we are met here today, let me ask your permission 

say a few words, first shadowing out the programme of the business for this 
ming. and at the same time take the opportunity of dispelling some false and 
surd ideas which are in circulation with regard to the objects of the Union™ 
lether these ideas be the offspring of ignorance, of misconception, of narrow-minded 
de, or of sheer downright cussedness. As regards the business of the meeting, in 
; first place we have to confirm the proceedings of the preliminary General Meeting 
which you appointed a provisional Committee to draft a constitution and formulate 
es for the working of the Union, to be submitted on completion for your approval 
d sanction. Secondly, the presentation of that report by the Committee embodying 
2 constitution and rules, which you will either accept or reject as may *seem to you 
st, Thirdly, if the report be adopted embodying the constitution and rules, we shall 
Dceed to the election of office-bearers for carrying on the work of the current year. 
i regards the report, you will presently have an opportunity of considering it. The 
nstitution and rules have been already circulated to each and all the members ; so that 
hink you are sufficiently acquainted with their substance and purport. May I be 
rmitted at this Stage to say a few words with regard to the draft constitution ? 
would say wiih regard to the constitution that every sentence, almost, nay, every 
iuse of every sentence, has been weighed and discussed, modelled and re-modelled, 
/isedand-re-revised, subjected to the closest criticism, not only of every individual 
;mber of the Committee, but of the majority of members not belonging to the-Com-
ttee, and even of some prominent members of the community who have not joined 
s Union, though doubtless they will do so in time. So that if the report, when it is 
esented to you, and the constitution aud the rules do not receive your hearty 
proval, I shall be very much surprised and disappointed, and I may go so far as to 
y that I doubt you will ever exchange it for a better. (Applause) Now that is a bit 
plain speaking which perhaps savours a little of conceit and egotism. As I said he­
re, my share in the work of the Committee is comparatively small—not much more 
an that of the organ blower in the familiar story, who insisted that the organist should 
uide the honours with him whenever there was any applause for any particular per-
rmance on the instrument. I am proud—whatever may be the share that I had—I 
l proud of my participation in the work of the Committee, and would like to say, 
th the organ blower : " How well tee did it ?" (Laughter and applause). Natorally, 
erefore, ladies and gentlemen, I feel grieved that after six months' hard work in 
nstructing a scheme consistent with the principles on which this Union has been 
ganized, so as to permit of the entrance of as many sympathisers and well-wishers 
the community as are desirous of entering our fold so long as they were otherwise 
gible—I feel grieved, I say, to find our objects and motives misrepresented, I may 
y even misrepresented purposely, by men from whom we might have expected fairer 
id more honest, if not more, generous, treatment. Let me not be misunderstood. I 
Lve no objection whatever to honest criticism, nor even to open undisguised hostility, 
would be absurd for anyone who calls himself or professes to be a social re-former, 

id who is therefore necessarily a critic himself, who sits in judgment on existing 
icial conditions and declares that they are in need of urgent reform, to object to 
■iticism ; but it is the spirit of objecting to anything that is newsjfliply because it is 


