*

FREWIN & CO., LIMITED,,
40, Baillie Streer,
COLOMBO 1.

*

vol: LVL] Jt:.u-:-#:ry:;beeembér Ig66 [Nos: I to ¢

Journal of e
- Duich Burgher &
Zlmon of Cey!on

CONTENTS
R ' PaGE
1. SUMMARIES OF THE PROCLEDING OF THE SECRET WAR COMMITTEE
. OF THE DUTCH POLITICAL CouNcIL oF CEyLoN—1762-1766 1
2. “BURGHFR” ETYMOLOGY AND SOME REL]éVENfr REFLECTIONS 25
3. Ture Goop OLD Days, (vin) A Family Seal . 3t
4, VIGNETTES FROM THE PAST; .35
(m) LEGENDS OF DE FIGUEIRA IMMURED ALIVE
(iv) WHEN TEMPLE TREES WAS A DUTCH- DISTILLERY
5, BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH—H. K. DE KRETSER . 40
6. AppexpuM: (1) KEEGEL FamiLy oF CEYLON 48

7. NEWS AND NOTES - . 49

Contributions are invited from members on subjects calculated
to be of interest to the Union. MSS, must be written on one side of

the paper only and nuist reach the Editor Dr. R. L. Brohier ar least a

fort-night before the date of publication of the Journal.



ENGLISH,
SINHALESE:
and

TAMIL ‘
SCHOOL
BOOKS

and

SUPPLIES

Ask us first

The

COLOMBO APOTHECARIES
COMPANY, LIMITED.

84, MAIN ST. PETTAH and
GLENNIE ST. SLAVE ISLAND.

Journal of the . . . . . . .

-Dutch Burgher Union of ﬂeylon.

Vor: LVI], JANUARY—DECEMBER 1966. [Nos: 1 1o 4.

SUMMARIES OF THE PROCEEDINGS. OF THE SECRET WAR

- COMMITTEE OF THE DUTCH POLITICAL COUNCIL OF

CEYLON DURING THE WAR WITH XANDY 17621766

INTRODUCTION
BY
S. A, W, Morravu (Retired Asst. _Archivist)

THE Minutes of the “Secret Committee” of the Dutch Political Couneil
of Ceylon contain-2 complete record of the secret discussions which
guided the policy and plans adopted by the Dutch in the later stages of
their campaigns during the War against the Kingdom of Kandy from
1762 to 1766, and the prolonged peace talks which culminated in the

_ Treaty of 14th February 1766 (1)

A treatise on this ‘War, chiefly based on the documents in the Rijks-

~ Archief at the Hague, has been published in Dutch as a thesis by W.

Zwier under the title “¥Het verdrag van 1766 tusschen de O L. Compagnie '

en den vorst van Kandi”.

The wealth of detailed information on this subject contained in the
series of “Secret Minutes” in the Dutch records in the Ceylon Government
Archives was not, however, made available to the public in English
translations until very recently, when the contents of one volume of the

* proceedings of the Dutch Secret Council dealing with the events leading

to the War and the ecarlier stages of it, covering the period January to
Novermber 1762, were published in the Dutch, with an English translation -
of the same, by Mr. J. H. O, Paulusz, retired Government Archivist, in
August 1954,

(1)  Copies of this Treaty in Dutch are filed in several volumes of the Dutch records
_in the Ceylon Government Archives. (Nos. 3344, 2444, 2448 ect}) An
FEnglish translation appears in the ‘Orientalist’, Vol 3,, page 115,
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Since then, English translations of the five subsequent volumes (?) of
the Dutch text, containing the discussions of . the **Secret Committee’ (a
Privy Council specially appointed to deal with the War against Kandy)(*)
were, at the instance of Government, undertaken by Mr. E. Reimers,
retived Goverlment Archivist; and the work on four o_f these has already
Leen completed, covering the proceedings at the Sessions of the “Secret
Committee’ from 5th October 1762 to the 20th of December, 1765.

These translations, with the Dutch text in typescript, were deposited
by the translator at the Government Archives monthly as they were
prepared by him, with a view to-their publication as each volume was
completed. Four of the five volumes were ready for the Press since 1954.
For some unknown réason, however, the work of publishing them was
never undertaken, and the useful -work done by Mr. Reimers in this
connection has not yet seen the light of day, and has lain in the repositories
of the Archives, as it were, “hidden under a bushel”.

Having worked on these records recently since my retirement from the
public service, I find that these translations are most useful for a c}etaﬂed
study of the delicate and iniricate circumstances connected with the
strategy and policy adopted by the Dutch in the conduct of their campaigns
during the war, The translations, at least, are fully worth the trouble of
publishing in teto, Owing to the need for economy in printing, however,
1 have endeavoured to condense them in the form of brief summaries
of the proceedings of the Dutch War Council, setting out the main
trends of the mind of the Dutch Administrators and the motives under-
lying their plans and actions during the progress of the War. Trans-
lations of the more interesting and important phases of the discussions
have, however, been quoted in full, in order to convey more fully the
precise motives and principles followed by the Dutch Administrators in
their relations with the Kandyan monarch and the dignitaries of his
Court and his subjects.

1 am sure that if Mr. Reimers were alive today it would have afforded
some mieasure of satisfaction to him as author of these translations to
find -that his work has been made available to the public even in this
abridged form. -

FURTHER EXPLANATORY NOTE BY THE EDITOR

" The dominion -which Holland had acquired over coastal Ceylon
proved to be an inheritance of ill-will. Rajasinha, their Kandyan ally
had, in his eagerness to get rid of the Portuguese, promised more than he
could perform. Holland took advantage of it. Whereas the Kandyan
King contended that he had been swindled out of his territory, the Holian-
ders-said : “Meet the charges of the war and we will evacuate the forts
when you please”. = It may well be that van Diemen, who wrote as much
to the king on the 26th of September 1640, would not have been so free
in his offers hagd he not been certain the king could not meef their claims!

DUTCH BURGHER UNION 3

The -Dutch showed no Inst for further conquests after the expulsion
of the Portuguese. Their military policy . was purely precautionary
and defensvie, and the Supreme Government at Batavia all along urged
the maintenance of peace with the Kandyan monarch—at all costs.
In 1761 the strained relations between the Dutch in Ceyilon and the
Kandyan King led to open war, The aggressive policy of the Dutch
Governor, Baron van Eck, who arrived m Colombo on November
11th 1762, culminated in an invasion of Kandy.

" The expeditionary force had been mustered at Negombo. Van Eck
left Colombo on January 13th, 1765, took command of the force, moved
to Kurunegala, and proceeding thence via the Galagedera Pass, reached
Katugastota on Febroary the 16th: Kandy was occupied and the Royal
Palace looted on the 19th, the king of Kandy having retreated to his
hill-strongholds off Hanguranketa., On March the 4th, van Eck left
Kandy taking with him some booty. He reached Colombo 'in six days.
In the minutes of the Secret Council, 1764 (March 23rd) he is shown to
be “absent through sickness”. According to. his tombstone in the
Wolvendaal Church he died nine days later on the st of Aprik,

The primitive raids and encounters between the Duich and Sinhalese
forces which led finally to open warfare and culminated in the peace
Treaty of 1766, form the main theme of the translated minutes. The

early British attempts to get a foot-hold in the country are also occasionally
referred to. '

(2) Ceylon Government Archives, Dutch records, Nos. 4864-4368,

(3} The following quotation from Mr. J. H, O. Paulusz’s introduction to his work
describes the arduous functions of the ‘Secret War Committee’ of the Dutch
and the wealth of the existing information confained in the record of their
deliberations.

“These Privy Council records contain the essence of all that was said and decreed
by members whife they wrestled with hardest problems:—scandals in the
administration; how far to lay impious hands on the fendal and caste systems:;
whether to hang rebel leaders or gag them, and give their followers a free pardon
or a whiff of grape-shot; what pairs of eyes and ears it would be profitable

. to use at Kandy and what animosities to whet; whether to brandish the olive-
branch or the sword. . '

At these confidential meetings the despatchies and advices which called for
executive action were tabled and read out; the argumients for and against a
suggested solution were marshalled and weighed: and the overriding reasons
which clinched the final decision were set out in detail. Thus, all the inner
. workings of the Government mind and the motives underlying its actions were
clearly revealed. Not only can actual events be studied but also groundless
fears and imminent contingencies which in practice failed to come to a head
but yet governed daily action. Apart from setting down the political and
military desings of the central authority, these minutes also embody reports
-from secret service agents and diplomatic envoys, tales of escaped prisoners,
petitions from humble villagers and even parables by Sinhalese . Dissavas, which
gave vivid pictures of the habits and social life of the. people.”
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DUTCH RECORDS NO. 4864+)

5th October 1762

iral Nicolaas Houting, Commander of the Company’s
NgfgimForces in India, is appointed a member of the Secret
Committee, with the Chiel Administrator Arnoldus Jacobus - de
Ly and the Hon. Major Felix Bisschoff, Chief of the Military,
with John Hugonis as Secretary. Decided to get re-inforcements
of native and Eastern troops from Malabar and Coromandel,
and to form two or three Companies of German and French

troops.

Offer of the Wannia and the Koddiyar and the Tampalakam
headmen to submit to the Company. _

"Drafi of a Sinhalese ola addressed to Kmg Kirti Sri Rajasinha’s
ministers.

27th October 1762.

Three ships are ordered to be discharged of cargo and equipped
for war, .

Dutch troops and sepoys are to be requisitioned from Coro-
mandel. _ThepDutch troops are to be stationed at Jaffna under
Captain Job and the rest at Trincomalee.

16th November 1762

tatement of the Appuhamies (Appuhamy Bulatsingelege
Gfbriel Coere of Kotte and Attigelege Don Paulo of, Madepaa),
who were sent to Kandy with the leiter to the King’s Ministers
is read and filed. They say that they appeared before the Adigar
Pilamatalawe and the other Ministers on the 24th October and
handed the letter to the Adigar. They appeared before the
Ministers again on the following day, and the Adigar-said that

" His Majesty is pleased at the Governor’s order allowing the three

i ished to t to return
Mudaliyars and others who were banished to the Cape to r urt
10 theiryhomes, and that if the Governor carried out His Majesty’s
other wishes, he will have presents and favours, otherwise he
will have trouble. He wanted this to be conveyed to the Governor.

(4) This volume contains the minutes from 5th October 1762 to the 20th,
January 1764, ' : :
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Read a letter addressed by Captain Drosdowsky, Commandant
at Negombo, to Major Bisschoff, stating that the King’s Arachy
at Chilaw, Simon de Mel ahd others who had crossed over there
to escape ill-treatment by the Kandyans, had promised all support
even atthe risk of life as soon as he crosses the Kaymel
river, and that Chilaw and 36 villages in the King's territory

would submit to the Company and supply then with provisions,
ete.

The Arachy is summoned and interviewed by the Governor,
and found reliable, and it is decided to carry out the expedition
after consulting Captain Drosdowsky. '

2nd December 1762.

Reports of Military movements by the King in the Matara
Dissavany are confirmed by translations of Sinhalese unsigned
olas:—

1. Written by the priest Bentotte Tinnecoon to the Mohottiyar
Don Simon de Silva, and

2. Written by Warnekele Wiresoeria Aresenicleitte, Mudaliyar
at Negombo, to the Gate Mudalivar Wijewardene.

3. Statement made by a Kandyan cousin of Saloewe Dahanaike
Appuhamy, who lately returned from the Cape, to the Atapattu
Muhandiram Domingo de Sarram on information obtained
through the Chief Priest Kobbekaduwa Rajaguru Terunanse.
(Reports that troops were sent to Matara under the command

of the Mohottiyars Ellepola and Iriyagama to reinforce the Adigar’s
troops there),

The Committee decided to take the offensive against the King
in view of the recent successes, before the arrival of the expected
Siamese Prince, by diverting manoeures in other places in the
following manner:—

(@) To take post in Puttalam by sending 200 European troops
and 200 Eastern troops under Captain Leonard de Cosie, with
due instructions to act in consultation with the Chief Officer of
Calpentyn (Mr, Aubert), and with orders to protect and treat
well all those who submit to the Company, and to massacre
and despoil all those who resisted, and to report progress to
the Governor once in every 8 days.

(6) That a detachment under Captain Drosdowsky, assisted by
further reinforcements under Ensign Grenjer, cross the Kaymel
river and take post there with similar orders,

(¢) To send reinforcements by sea to Galle and Matara under
Admiral Houting, and if possible, to take the Vidana of Tangalla,
Don Simon, with him, and take post in the King’s territory there,
and conduct any diversionary manoeures possible,
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6th December 1762,

The draft instructions to Captains de Coste and Friedhelm
Jacob Drosdowsky, and the draft of the sannas ola addressed to
the inhabitants in the King’s territory are read and approved
and inserted here.

19¢h December 1762,

Read letters from Captain Drosdowsky reporting a successful
crossing of the Kaymel, and the submission and support’ given
by the headmen and the inhabitants. Erection of a camp at
Tammarawila, The loyal services of the Arachy Simon de Mel
are rewarded by appointing him as Mudaliyar of Pitigal Korale,
with the remission of the stamp duty of 10 rix dollars as a further
encouragenent.

22nd December 1762,

A letter from Batavia dated 20th October, 1762 is read and
their marginal dispositions on Governor Schreuder’s letter is
circuylated.

Review of the order that any actions against t_hc Island by the
English are to be dealt with tactfully with a written protest, and
if necessary, with force in case of any show of hostile action by

* them.

1t was decided, after deliberation, to make no change in the
orders already issued to Trincomalee in this respect for the reasons
stated. o

~ Read a report from the Chief of Trincomalee communicating
that the Koddiyar Headmen and the Vanniyar of Coelepattu,
Sanderes Segere Mudaliyar, were persisting in offers of submission
to the Company, and that he was awaiting further orders to
attack the Kandyans.

Decided to reply authorising him to accept their offers and
enter into contracts with them, and to take the offensive against
the Kandyans immediately, assisted by the reinforcements recently
obtained from Coromandel: in consultation with a Confidential
or Secret Committee to be appointed by him for the -purpose,
both at Trincomalee, ‘Batticaloa and Tampalakam.

At the request of various native headmen and inhabitants of
the Alutkuru, Siyane and Hewagam Korales, it is decided to
launch out further offensives in these Korales after first dis-
‘placing the Kandyan watchposis at Pelligore, beyond the Pas
Betaal, . ‘
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" 29th December 1762 -

Translation of a warning letter sent by the Dissava of the Three
and Four Korales to Dissava Bauert, suggesting submission to
the Kandyan Court for the future benefit of the Company.

Copy of a Sinhalsse ola sent in reply, saying that if the Kandvan
Court duly observes all the normal formalities of sending Ambas-
sadors to welcome the new Governor, and releases the
Dissave of Matara and other Hollanders who were taken prisoner
and withdraws from the Company’s territory, it would be a good
thing and advantageous to. the Court,

4th January 1763. : ' -

A further ola received from the Dissava of the 3 and 4 Korales
explaining the reasons for not sending the usyal Embassy, and
recommending an early settlement of the existing differences,

. Decided to let it remain unanswered as deserving of no consider-
ation whatever. :

Tth Jamuary 1763.

~ Read a letter from the Governor of Coromandel reporting the
arrival at Porto Novo of a brigantine destined to_sail for Ceylon
with supplies of ammunition ete. : - "

Read a letter from Lieut. Kimbergen, Acting Commandant at
Negombo, reporting successful attacks by the Dutch forces at
Singakoelie and Tamarawila, with the capture of much arms and
ammunition ete. belonhging {0 the Kandyans, and the desire of
the people there to submit to the Company. ‘

Read a report by Captain de Coste of similar success at Puttalam,

. and the capture of that town and the so-called Royal Palace there.

Proposed action against the smugglers’ resort at Oedempekare.

Report from Captain Drosdowsky of operations mnear the

- Kaymel river.

Difficulties experienced in obtaining supplies of fresh water
there. Reply ordering him to go back to Tamarawila ahd overawe
the Puitalam district as much as possible. '

Decided to send secretly an Act of Pardon (copy inserted) to 19
European deserters reported to be with the Dissava of the 3 and
4 Korales at Malewanne.. :

~ Acceptance of an offer from the French Captain Bint to raise

- a Company of Germans to reinforce the depleted French Company,

on a three-year agreement of service.
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Proposals of the Batavian Government regarding ways and
means of sending letters to Holland through an ovetrland route
to avoid their capture by the English.

Proposals for the grant of exira subsistence ~allowances and
remuneration to Company officers performing additional duties.

12th J aliuary 1763.

Expectation that the Kandyan Court will make further over-
tures is realised. Read an ola addressed to the Dissava Mr,
Bauert by the Dissava of the 3 and 4 Korales stating that the
Kandyan Court will send grandees to welcome His Excellency
the Governor and to discuss the present differences, and to bring
back the Dissava of Matara and the other European prisoners.
Reply sent to the above letter, mentions also the delivery of the
cinnamon peeled in 1760 and withheld by the Court.

Read letter from Captain Drosdowsky regarding the operations
at Chilaw. :

14th January 1763,

Read letter from Ensign Maus, Commanding at Tamarawila,
regarding approaches made by the Dissava of the 7 Kerales.

Replied that the best efforts should be made to persuade the
Dissava to come over to the Company, or, failing that, if possible,
to temporise with him, and in the meantime not to be deceived
by any fair words but to continually be on the alert.

16th January 1763,

Read letter from Captain Kimbergen at Negombo. Says
that it is necessary that Ensign Francius should remain in the
Alutkuru Korale: which is accordingly approved.

Read a letier from Captain Simon reporting successful attacks
at Biagam and Mallewanne, and the retreat of the Dissava of the
3 and 4 Korales to Sitavaka. *

18th January 1763

Reéad a further ola from the Dissava of the 3 and 4 Korales.
He sends an evasive answer regarding the conditions for the restor-
ration of the cinnamon peeled in the Kandyan Provinces,

Replied adhering to the coanditions already stated, including
the immediate withdrwal of the Court Grandees now occupying
Company's territory, as a preliminary for the reception of the
Kandyan Embassy.
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20th January 1763. : :

Report from Matara that Captain von Born had advanced to
Dikwella, and thence past Kahawaitte to Tangalle, capturing much
booty, arms and equipment,

22nd Januoary 1763. :

Captain Drosdowsky from Chilaw reporis the capture of three
vessels with cargoes of iron, gunpowder, etc, belonging to Moors
engaged in smuggling. The. Vanniyar of Chilaw and the
Adeppenaar of the Moors claim ownership and demand the
restoration of these. Decided to confiscate them to the Company:
any further vessels to arrive in future are to be allowed to proceed

to Colombo with a pass issued by Captain Drosdowsky after
careful examination of their cargoes. ,

25th January 1763,

Captain Drosdowsky from Chilaw reports the arrival of five
more vessels with cargoes of linen goods, iron and saltpetre.

Replied that it is clear that these vessels were engaged in
smuggling, also that saltpetre would be of assistance (o the enemy,
and that he must once and for all deprive the Vannivar and all
others of all hope of carrying on a {rade so harmful to the Company,

and that the five vessels should be sent to Colombo under proper
Military escort.

26th January 1763.

Letter from Captain Van Borm at Tangalle informing the
Dissava of Matara that he would send the Mudaliyar and 1st
Interpreter Widjesinge back, owing to his suspicious conduect
and behaviour (details given).

Decided to order the Dissava of Matara to arrest the Mudaliyar
and send him in close arrest to Galle, to be retained there until

- further orders.

28th January 1763.

Read a further ola {rom the Dissava of the 3 and 4 Korales,
agreeing to compromise if the Company’s people who are now
at Puttalam and other places belonging to the King’s Store are
called out. Replied as follows :- “The Mighty Company did not
begin the war, nor has it given the least cause therefor. On the
other hand, Their Honours, after the outbreak of hostilities,
have always endeavoured by friendly means to bring them to an

~end and offered more that ten times to send Ambassadors to the

Supreme Great Court, but the Supreme Greai Court would not
listen, but over and over again rejected the offer, How,. there-
fore, can His Excellency the Governor, now that the Mighty
Company has been forced to act in earnest and its people are






