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The histary of Ceylon is studied now not only in schools and colleges,
but in adult classes and societies, and the desire for more knowledge is
fast increasing. Fach community is eager to know the truth about
itsell and its historical relations to other communities; and then Lo insist
upon that fruth heing made widely known.

The newspapers and periodical magazines of our day are keen on
publishing articles of antiguarian interest. Lectures on such subjects
find interested audiences and are often broadcasted. Old books and
pamphlets and pictures are dragged out of lumber-rooms and sold at
fancy prices.

The so-called “practical” man laughs at all this, and rather prides
himself on his escape from these ohsessions. What he wants is a sensa-
tional novel, or a newspaper article which will summarize and level
things down to his understanding and in tablet which he can easily
“digest”. There is nothing to be done if he will not be convinced, but
to leave him to his own fancy. But ignorance and indifference cannot
check the flood which is now swelling, a national awakening to literature
expressing national ideals, hopes and feelings for the past. In that
past the Duteh, and the Dutch Burgher, has plaved a notable part, but
strangely today, they themselves are to a greal extent painfully ignorant
of it

It is re-assuring to kuow that a good deal—though not half enough,
has been done by our Community to add to the volume of information
which is daily being collected.  This Journal, the staid, dry, unintevest-
ing Jfournal, has in aimost every number maintained its intended chara-
cter as a medinm and exponent of research in matters primarily alfecting
the Community, and coming generations will be grateful for the standard
it has set and the [acts it has brought to light, for the coming generations
will be compelled by the stress of circumstances to take an interest n
matters about which manv of the present generation are cynicaily callous,

To tllustrate this point one cannot do betier than remind the reader
of the demand there is for complete sets, and back copies of the Journal,
Students and collectors have paid as much as Rs. 1250/~ for unbound
sets of the fifty six volumes issued since the earliest number appeared
in 1908. What is even more, this Journal 15 now soughi by readers
who are nof counted among the members of the Union. The members
themselves seem least uninterested in it. A crying need for the present
therefore i3 a “complete history” of the Dutch in Ceylon and the Duich
Burghers — both subjects are becoming more and more difliculi to deal
with as the years go by, )




|
i
|
|
i

2 ‘ ~ THE JOURNAL OF THE

Such a book can only be written by a truth-secker who is absorbed
in his subject and has saturated himself with the facts hidden in the
Archives. ~Information frem that source is both difficult to search and
requires a knowledge of the language - an archaic Dutch, interspersed
with words using local colloquialisms. It is not to the credit of the
Union that this task has so long been neglected.

The Union has however afforded the historian and the student much
information on the Dutch period in the volumes of the journal. They
are teplete with facts and material ffom which compleie histories are
made. One might even say, that with but very little further search all
the information needed for a history of the Dutch period is already avail-
able in English in the past numbers of the Journal.

The one disadvantage to the research student hitherto, was the absence
of a compiete index to what there is in the Journal, This omission has
been set right with the issue of the current number. At the end of the
volume, will be found an index to the conteinrts of the Journal since its
inception sixty years ago.

" This repertory of valuable information to members of the community,
the wider circle of readers, and the hitherto patient researcher who had
to turn over many pages to discover a fact, has heen compiled by an
esteemed elder member of the Union: Mr. G, Yernon Grenjer.

His sustained interest in the Journal is testified to by his having
laboured as Editor from 1913 to 1916, and by the aumerous conteibutions
to its pages on various topics, among which the abridgement of Peter
Brohier's transiation of Baldeus, published recently as supplements to
Volumes XLVIL. to XLiX, merits special mention.

- However,. there is little doubt that he will be ever gratefully re-
membered by the key he has now supplied to open a great store-house
of history and literature which none but the patient searcher had access
to in the past. A glance at the pages of the Index will show the labour
involved in its preparation. We venture to hope that the effort and toil
of the compiler to lay. bare the authentic record of the life of the Union
and the Community, will be rewarded by stimulating Union and Commu-
nity to realise that the Journal is their very own, and is something which
should not be allowed to die out. :

Note:— -

Members of the Union and readers among the public are
advised that all compleie sets of the back-copies of the Journal
have beén disposed.of. . There are a few sets yet left with odd copies
missing. - . - . ; _

Past single issues of the Yournal, of which there are more than
“six copies left are available for disposal. = The reader interesied in
-any particular subject indexed, who would like to possess the back-
copy in which it appears, should make application for it to the
Union Office. - : C
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SUMMARIES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE SECRET WAR
COMMITTEE OF THE DUTCH.POLITICAL COUNCIL OF
CEYLON DURING THE WAR WITH KANDY.

1762 — 1766

Trapslated from the records by the late Mr. E. Reimers who was Govt.
Archivist, and summarised by Mr. S. A, W, Mottau,
Retired Assistant Archivist

(Continuved from p. 32 of Volume LVII)

91 10th May 1764 :

Reports are received of hostile movements by the Kandyaus and
revolts against the Company from Trincomalee and Batticaloa and
the neighbouring provinces.

93 It is accordingly decided to withdraw the garrison from Vendeloos
Bay and destroy the works etc. there, and to send it, with the
ammunition and stores, to Batticaloa, which is of much greater
importance. Orders are issued accordingly to Mr. Pleiffer of

95 Vendeloos Bay.

After a further lengthy discussion regarding the withdrawal of the
garrison at Vendeloos Bay, especially in view of secret information
received by the Mudaliyar of the Morrua Korale, Mannamperie,
through a high priest residing in the Xandyan territory that the
Kandyans were attempting to obtain help from one or another
nation, and that Vendeloos Bay was the most suitable place which
could be approached by sloops by’ an outside. nation, it is unani-
mously resolved not to abandon the place, and to order reinforce-

99 ments to be sent there from Trincomalee under Lieut. Rousseau,
and to authovise the Batticaloa officers to employ the necessary
assistants, and to send them a sloop to be-stationed there as a
watch-ship, with provisions ete.,

. 101 Discussed certain reports of disloyalty and {reacherous conduct

by Sanderesegere, Vanniyar of Kattoekoele Pattu, and “whereas
there was considerable speculation as to whether that vassal might
102 not have been unjustly accused through the animoisity of his oppo-
nents to be thereby disgraced and to cause his fall, which appeared
to be more plausible, as His Exceliency the Governor informed the
members that he had heard on good authority and had also clearly
perceived that the Mudaliyar of the Chief Officer, who was one of
the accusers, was a professed enemy of this vassal; accordingly,
-1in conformity with the proposal of His Excellency the Governor,
it was resolved to direct the Chief Officer at Trinco (Mr. Rein)
fo conduct a further impartial enquiry regarding the nature of
these accusations, and also to bear in mind that such a vassal,
seeing that he was suspected withoyt reason, coyld easily recede
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from discouragement to resentment and from resentment to vacill-
ation in his loyalty; and whereas: the said. Vanniyar had informed
the Chiel Officer in one of his letters that it was his desire to come
here, it was accordingly resolved to order the said Chiel Gfficer
not to oppose his doing so”.

 30th Miay. 1764

“The Captain Commandant of Hangwelle Jakob Carel van Espen-
donk having reported by a letter received yesterday and dated
the 29th instant that on the previous evening the Mudaliyar J ochan
Da Fonseka and the Mohandiram Interpreter de Zilwa had brought
in to an audience with him a Kangany, a resident of Awssawella,
who, in. conversation with the Korala and Mohan.dn‘am of the
Dissava of the Three and Four Korales had understood him to say
that should the Commandant send someone in person or even a
letter to his master, that would be very acceptable to him, as he
had always been a friend of the Company and wguid be very glad
to see that the Honourable Company was reconciled with Kandia,
and that no harm would befall the messengei;, as well as that the
Commandant could address him if he was in need of anything;
further, that if the Commandant did not dare to do anything on
his own responsibility, he could write to His Excellency the Gover-

. nor or to the Dissava, and should the least news of any importance
be received from His Excellency or the Dissava, he would then go
in person to the King and speak with His Majesty, as he would
gladly see that the Honourable Company made peace with the
King; that he would willingly have written to the Commandant
but had not done so through fear, as he was the only one of the
King’s Ministers who considered the King’s interests and as all
the other Ministers were disposed to seeing the war carried on.
Accordingly, information of the same was given by His Excellency

the Governor to the members, and at the same time it was remarked -

that the said Minister had without any Goubt no other object in
view than cunningly to involve us in the correspondence that had
been broken off and to induce us to take the first steps from our
side, but that would result in nothing more than in making the
haughty Court still more arrogant and swollen” with pride without
the least expectation of arriving at any equitable or acceptable
proposals for peace. 1t was accorcjmgly resolved in order to frusi'.-
rate that stratagem, that the Captain named at the beginning should
reply verbally in the same way and by the same persons that he had
. conveyed the message by letter to the Dissava of Colombo, but that
he, the Dissava, did not dare to represent the matter on such vague
terms to His Excellency the Governor: that the Dissava of the
~Three and Four Korales indeed knew the Honourable Company
for many years and was convinced in his own heart that we did
not seck war but were forced to have recourse to it by the treatment
of the Court, and that it was therefore incumbent on the Court
to enter into a new treaty of peace and friendship with the Hono-
urable' Company, which by the might of its arms had freed the
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108 land from the bondage of the Portuguese, and ever since that time
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had-conducted itsell as a faithfyl ally of the Court, and that if the

- Court was agreeable to do so, the said Dissava of the Three and
Four Korales could easily write an ola to him as was always the
custom; with further recommendation to the said van Espendonk
not to allow himself to be persuaded to give any other reply, still
less to write to him, but meanwhile to redouble the vigilance and
caution in order not to be rocked to sleep by such honeyed messages,
but to, mark as a general rule that however so affable the Kandyans
might outwardly be, the more they were to be distrusted.”

The Governor, in consultation with the Madaliyars of Chilaw and
Madampe, decides to {ransfer the Sepoys now at Matara and Pol-
watte to Madampe in order to protect the cinnamon peelers there
and in the newly occcupied Pitigal Korale,

Owing to the continued illness of Capiain Heinecke of Matara,
he is replaced by Captain Bilefeld.

27th Jume 1764 : ]

Discussed the proposals of His Excellency the Governor for punish-
ing the rebellious inhabitants of the Hapitagam Korale and the
Udugha and Meda pattus of the Siyane Korale according to their
deserts and as an example to others, After due consideration of
the fact that some of the innocent may have to suffer with the
guilty (“which is one of the unavoidable fatalities of war, which

ds not without example between civilized Christian peoples and

must be regarded as an unavoidable and necessary evil™), it is
resolved to confirm the Governor’s proposals for rigorous punish-
ment by invading these districts, sending three detachments under
the commands of Ensigns Leonard and Haes and Lieutenant
Maurer “to burn down and destroy all houses and gardens and all
fruit-bearing trees and to cut down all those that opposed them,
but to send here in safety all prisioners as well as women and
children......the cattle and other booty being relinquished to the
detachments.” . _

The three Companies of Sepoys at Jaffna having requested their
discharge from. service, it i1s decided to ordér their immediate
discharge, but to form a new Company taking back any of them
who were willing to enlist individually on ‘a new agreemént on
their former standing and wages and on the express condition that
they must serve as long as the war lasted wherever it is considered

necessary to employ them.

Zist July 1764 . C _ _

The Governor tables a report of a special mission consisting of the
Muhandiram of the Lascarins Simon Perera and the Kurnwerale
of the Elephant Hunt Don Hendrik de Zilwa, whom he had
sent . for a secret: discussion with the Dissava of the Three

& Four Korales ai the latter’s special request at Sitawaka on the
14th of July. D : .






