


ERRATUM
The volume of the previous issue of the

DB.U. Journal was incorrectly given as Yol.
LXPX. It should be Vol. LIX. The error is

regretted.
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EDITOR’S NOTE

1t was encouraging to note the newspaper Reviews on our last.
issue of the Journal, and this has spurred us on to collect some very
interesting articles on people and places, for the 60th volume. As.
in the past, it is our aim to maintain the high standards of English-
prose and poeiry and every attempt will be made to attract the
scholar, the historian, the literary minded and the lover of the fine
arts, to contribute in no small way to this annual publication,

During the course of this year the Director of Census and Statis-
tics made some very interesting comments on his “sampling” done on’
population in 1981; the most significant being that the literacy rate
had risen to 86.5 per cent and the other important point made being
that the Burghers were the most literate community (97.1 per cent).
Education, knowledge and learning have always held the atiention
of the Dutch Burgher community in years gone by, and it is not out
of place here to recall with pride the names of the late Mr. L. Il. Blaze
and the late Mr. Cyril Jansz. These two great educationists arc still
remembered for their valuable contribution with great reverence.

The literacy of 2 community or a nation can be iraced back to-
the umportance placed on education. The most imporiant signi-
ficance in the history of education in ancient Ceylon, was the in-
troduction of Buddhism thus firmly cstablishing the Buddhist religion
and culiure. With Buddhist culture, traditions and methods a Bud-
dhist system of education evolved and this could be regarded as the
one indigenous to the country, when the Portuguese arrived in 1505.
The education and training of rulers, leaders and commeoners was the
monopoly of the Buddhist clergy and it will be seen that this was the
usual practice in other countries during the same period, where every
aspect of education was handed to the next gencration by the priests.

The arrival of the Portuguese in 1505 saw the intreduction of
Christianity and the Catholic priests became the “pioneers of Western
education” in the Istand, The rcasons for the decline of the indi-
genous schools were the competition from the schools of the Western
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rulers which were better organised and maintained, and a reduction
in the number of Buddhists due to conversion to Christianity.

‘With the arrival of theDutch and subsequent conquest of all
Portuguese territory in 1656 the administration passed into the hands
of the Dutch East India Company. Education was the responsi-
bility of the State and in spite of the fact that tHe Dutch were primarily
concerned with commerce they did not neglect the responsibilities to
the people which is evidenced by the provision of several welfare
services. There was a well organised system of education but, like
the Portuguese, this was very closcly linked to religion. Teaching in
the parish school was ‘carried out in the vernacular and the Dutch
missionaries were of the opinion that the indigenous language should
be used as a medium of instruction. Under Dutch rule sehool
atiendance was made compulsory and children were not allowed to
leave school until they received a certificate from the Inspectors who.
visited the school annually. Though compulsory schooling ended at
15 there was also a period of compulsory continuation schooling for
four years. -

1t was thus apparent that the Dutch system of education was well
organised and is comparable to any advanced system of today., Even
after the Dutch surrendered their territories to the British Bast India
Company in 1796, the recommendations made in 1834 by the Cole-
brooke  Commission for educational reforms, werc very gimilar to
those found during the Dutch era. ' '

In keeping with the importance of education as stressed by the
Dutch, the Dutch Burgher Union too has given every encouragement
to the youth of the community to further their studies. The Schneider
Trust offers scholarships to those students who wish te pursue their
education at St.. Thomas’ College, Mount Lavinda. The Dr. de
Hoedt Scholarship is offered to-those who wish to pursue a carcer in
medicine. In years gone by financial assistance has been given to
all promising students of the community, and we intend to carry on
this good work, in spite of many difficulties.

“An investment in knowledge alway.é pays the best interest” and
when a person stops learning he stops growing mentally, spiritually and
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