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ERRATUM 

The volume of the previous issue of the 
D.B.U. Journal was incorrectly given as Vol. 
LX1X. It should be Vol. LIX. The error is 
regretted. 

V O L : LX JANUARY — DECEMBER 1982 

EDITOR'S NOTE 
I t was encouraging to note the newspaper Reviews on our last 

issue of the Journa l , and this has spurred us on to collect some very 
interesting articles on people and places, for the 60th volume. As. 
in the past, it is our aim to maintain the high standards of English 
prose and poetry and every attempt will be made to attract the 
scholar, the historian, the literary minded and the lover of the fine 
arts, to contribute in no small way to this annual publication. 

During the course of this year the Director of Census and Statis­
tics made some very interesting comments on his "sampling" done on 
population in 1981; the most significant being that the literacy rate 
had risen to 86.5 per cent and the other important point made being 
that the Burghers were the most literate community (97.1 per cent). 
Education, knowledge and learning have always held the attention 
of the Dutch Burgher community in years gone by, and it is not out 
of place here to recall with pride the names of the late Mr . L. E. Blaze 
and the late Mr. Cyril Jansz. These two great educationists are still 
remembered for their valuable contribution with great reverence. 

The literacy of a community or a nation can be traced back to 
the importance placed on education. The most important signi­
ficance in the history of education in ancient Ceylon, was the in­
troduction of Buddhism thus firmly establishing the Buddhist religion 
and culture. With Buddhist culture, traditions and methods a Bud­
dhist system of education evolved and this could be regarded as the 
one indigenous to the country, when the Portuguese arrived in 1505. 
The education and training of rulers, leaders and commoners was the 
monopoly of the Buddhist clergy and it will be seen that this was the 
usual practice in other countries during the same period, where every 
aspect of education was handed to the next generation by the priests. 

The arrival of the Portuguese in 1505 saw the introduction of 
Christianity and the Catholic priests became the "pioneers of Western 
education" in the Island. T h e reasons for the decline of the indi­
genous schools were the competition from the schools of the Western 
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rulers which were better organised and maintained, and a reduction 
in the number of Buddhists due to conversion to Christianity. 

With the arrival of the Dutch and subsequent conquest of all 
Portuguese territory in 1656 the administration passed into the hands 
of the Dutch East India Company. Education was the responsi­
bility of the State and in spite of the fact that the Dutch were primarily 
concerned with commerce they did not neglect the responsibilities to 
the people which is evidenced by the provision of several welfare 
services. There was a well organised system of education but , like 
the Portuguese, this was very closely linked to religion. Teaching in 
the parish school was carried out in the vernacular and the Dutch 
missionaries were of the opinion that the indigenous language should 
be used as a medium of instruction. Under Dutch rule sehool 
attendance was made compulsory and children were not allowed to 
leave school until they received a certificate from the Inspectors who 
visited the school annually. Though compulsory schooling ended at 
15 there was also a period of compulsory continuation schooling for 
four years. 

I t was thus apparent that the Dutch system of education was well 
organised and is comparable to any advanced system of today. Even 
after the Dutch surrendered their territories to the British East India 
Company in 1796, the recommendations made in 1834 by the Cole-
brooke Commission for educational reforms, were very similar to 
those found during the Dutch era. 

In keeping with the importance of education as stressed by the 
Dutch, the Dutch Burgher Union too has given every encouragement 
to the youth of the community to further their studies. The Schneider 
Trust offers scholarships to those students who wish to pursue their 
education at St. Thomas ' College, Mount Lavinia. The Dr. de 
Hoedt Scholarship is offered to those who wish to pursue a career in 
medicine. In years gone by financial assistance has been given to 
all promising students of the community, and we intend to carry on 
this good work, in spite of many difficulties. 

"An investment in knowledge always pays the best interest" and 
when a person stops learning lie stops growing mentally, spiritually and 
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emotionally. Learning is a life-long process and it helps keep one in 
the main stream of living. Formal learning and experiental learning 
help to maintain the happy balance that is required of any worthy 
profession and indeed experience has been categorised as "unteachable 
learning." I t is this practical aspect of knowledge that enriches 
the work of man. I t is widely recognised that "knowledge is a 
treasure, but practice is the key to i t ." 

In general, the more a man learns " the richer harvest he reaps ," 
but only if the knowledge is truly his own and not merely accepted 
from another man without the exercise of his own reasoning powers. 
It is also important that people should learn not merely for the sake 
of learning, but for the sake of knowing well enough to gain guidance 
in the active search for truth. 

Let us therefore inculcate in our youth an inquiring mind, the 
desire for knowledge and learning, to develop intellectual honesty 
and integrity. Though our numbers may have dwindled let us 
inspire and encourage the younger generation to enter the honourable 
professions, where, as the pages of history reveal, the Dutch Burgher 
community were well represented and highly respected. 



HAIL, LANKA! 

Let others belaud the ways of the West, 
Or homeland or township wherever it be, 

However mighty, however blest : 
Oh Lanka my Island you are all to me. 

When I keel homeward from travels afar, 
And your mountains arise like wraiths from the sea, 

By rose of the dawn or beam of the star ; 
Oh Island mine you are heaven to me. 

And lo! from the peak and the table-land, 
That brave the vast dome so fair and so free, 

From the palm-fringed shore and the glittering sand, 
The Emerald Island calls to me. 

And the strains of eld, on her night airs borne, 
Wing out of her solitudes eerily; 

The themes that are shrined in legend and stone 
Are the songs the old Island sings to me. 

But Oh! for the trails that the wild men tread, 
The hills that are home, to the hiving bee, 

For the tuneful beak and the horned head. 
Oh! Island, wild Island, you're home to me. 

R. L. SPITTEL. 
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GALLE ; SOMETHING TO CROW ABOUT 
through a (reversed) telescope 

By BERBER T KEUNEMAN 

For 18 years I passed through Galle and did not know it was 
there. My gama was Matara where (when we wern't actually living 
in it) we spent every available holiday, homing in from as far afield 
as Kandy, Trincomalee and even Pt. Pedro; and the name Galle 
represented only one of the infinitely tiresome succession of railway 
stations on the interminable journeys. It was in fact more tiresome 
than most; for at Galle the south-bound train used suddenly, as it 
seemed, to lose its senses and pant off northwards again as though it 
had decided in a fit of pique not, after all, to deliver us where we 
longed to be. At this point my sister and I would dissolve into wails 
of infant frustration; until many repetitions of the odd manoeuvre 
followed by the thrill of passing through the only tunnel on the Coast 
Line proved to us that by some miracle of orientation we were actu­
ally on a new route and on the way home, in the end. Having learnt 
this, we learnt also to sit resignedly through the dull wait at the Galle 
platform gazing either at the bleak wall of the town gaol on the side 
or a turbid widish ditch backed by scabby buildings on the other until 
the train resumed its way with that equivocal volte-face, the tunnel 
reassured us, and the blue bays of Talpe opened to the view. 

Then, for 4 years, I didn't see Galle even to pass through (I was 
in India, studying to take Holy Orders) until towards the end of my 
time away I heard that Galle was where my father had just been 
transferred. Nor was that the worst of it, Galle, it seemed, had me 
by the short hairs; for the work I was offered on completion of my 
course was at Richmond College as a sort of Chaplain on probation. 
I was not so reckless as to refuse; but I remembered only that railway 
platform view—ah anti-palace and a prison on each hand—and I 
cannot say that I was elated when I bought my first deliberate ticket 
for the place. Yet, within an hour of landing there I was in thrall. 
It was Richmond began my captivation. 

Never choose the railway approach to Galle. In point of fact 
none of the ground approaches to the city is noticeably impressive, 


