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•■ EDITOR'S NOTE ■ 

' Every nation has heroes who'contribute to the national heritage and 
culture of its society. Sri Lan'kit too has ■ it proud record of patriots from 
all communities/who fought' shoulder to shoulder for religious'revival 
and Independence; ■ ■ ■ . . . . 

As a result of the gracious initiative of H i : Excellency J . R. Jaye-
warde-ne, President of the Democratic Socialist' Republic of Sri 'Lanka, 
the Minister of Posts and Telecommunica t ions .Hon 'b leD. B. Wijetunge 

'issued a s tamp-in. honour of Charles Ambrose Larenz, .on-National 
Heroes Day, the 22nd of May, 1983, ■ •-- ■ 

C. A. Lorenz contributed in no small measure to the political, 
social and cultural progress of Sri Lanka.' Born in Matara on the 8th 
July 1829, he had ' a brilliant career in the Colombo Academy. " H e was 
one of the promoters of Toung Ceylon (1850-1852) then the leading 
literary journal in Ceylon and the first'publication to\ agitate for social 
reforms for the people of Ceylon. 

Lorenz, a lawyer and scholar translated Van der Keessels "Theses 
Selectae," a commentary on Grotius' " In t roduct ion ." . H e also trans­
lated Van der Linden's Treatise on "Namptissement^" and was the first 
Ceylonese to edit the Law Reports. In the course of time he became 
leader of the Bar and Burgher member of the Legislative- Council. 

In 1859 Lorenz. and. a syndicate purchased The Examiner a n d . h e 
became its Editor. This was the first Ceylonese Newspaper and until 
his death in 1871 he wielded the powerful influence of his pen for 
social reforms for Ceylonese and against injustice and oppression. 

In this volume of the Journal it is our pleasure and privilege to 
honour one of our most erudite historians, namely, Mr . Samuel Andrew 
William Mottau. H e is in essence a scholar and a cultivated man and 
time does not hang heavily on him even in his 82nd year. H e is an 
authority on mediaeval Dutch manuscripts and his expertise in this 
sphere is sought by leading scholars both in Sri Lanka and abroad. 


