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EDITOR’S NOTE

This year happened a most significant event. . The
ICOMOS (International Council On Monuments and
Sites) of the Netherlands held a conference in Colombo
in October 1993. This conference was a high powered one
which included Dutch delegates led by Mr. J.M. Hingevel.
No doubt the conference yielded valuable information
about Dutch monuments and sites in Sri Lanka erected
in Dutch times. ' ' ’

In the course of the conference, the President of the
DBU, Mr. Harold Speldewinde, invited the Dutch delegates
to a sumptuous dinner at the DBU hall in’ June 1993. This
dinner was attended by about 50 Dutch delegates. It was
also attended by a large number of DBU members. It
was a highly successful evening spent by all,’ '

The Dutch Embassy in Sri Lanka made it a point
of publishing for 2 second time *“the Furniture of the Dutch
Period in Ceylon”. This fluent work was originally pub-
lished by Dr. R.L. Brohier and edited by Mr. P.H.D.H.
de Silva, Director of the Naticnal Museum of Ceylon.

In January this year 1994 the DBU received a sum of
Rs. 77,000/- from the Kandy Courts as a legacy from Dr.
Lucien de Zilwa. We are ever grateful to him for his
generosity. '



MUDALIYARDOM AROUND WOLFENDHAL *

J. R. Weinman

Mudaliyardom flourished in and about Wolfendhal.,
Mudaliyardom worshipped in the Wolfendhal Church, but
drifted away from Dutch Presbyterianism shortly after the
British occupation. They, however, with the permission of
the Consistory continued to worship there under the minis-
tration of the Rev. J.H. de Saram, an Anglican Clergyman.
De Saram, was educated in England where he married an
English lady, He was the ancestor of the present day
Sarams. After some time the Anglican Bishop claimed the
Church as the property of that community, but following
a fierce controversy the claim was disallowed by the
Secretary of State and no Anglican service was theveafter
held there. The vaults of many leading Sinhalese families
are in the small Church yard attached to the Church,
James de Alwis, M.L.C. was buried there in his family
vault. De Alwis lived at The Castle, Silver Smith Street.
He was a most hospitable man and entertained lavishly.
His wife, a sister of Sir Harry Dias, was a magnificent
woman, handsome, dignified and stately, a veritable “grand
dame”. One saw gathered there men of distinction of all
communities. Sir W.H. Gregory, Sir A.N. Birch, the
Colonial Secretary, Sir John Douglas, the Auditor General
used to dine there. Sir Edward Creasy, the great Chief
Justice was a frequent caller. I have séen there the great
Journalists, A. M. Ferguson of the “Observer”, John Capper
of the “Times” and “Lep” Ludovici of the “Examiner”,
The magnificent Udugaha Mudaliyar, father of Sir Solomon,
his son-in-law to be, Mr. J.P. Obeyesekera, the finest

*  One part of the serics “What I Remember” which J. R. Weinman contributed

to the Ceylon Morning Leader, this being from that of the 11th June 1927.
The parts etched is bold print made up the sub-headings of this news item.
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specimens of Ceylonese culture and learning, whose pre-
mature death was a distinct loss to the Island, William
Alwis and his brother Tom, both men of great learning,
but totally Different in Temperament, Sam Grenier
toiling upwards to grasp the highest office in store for a
Ceylonese lawyer, many others and the observed of all
observers, G.A. Lorenz, one who was regarded by all with
feelings akin to affection. On certain occasions, notably at
the New Year, there was a long table laden with refresh-
ments-of all kinds for the visitors. Lower down the street
was the Walauwa of the great Udugaha and opposite
Abesinghe Walauwa, now owned by Sir Thomas de Sam-
payo. Up to the corner of Barber Street and Kurewe
Street was the home of the Kurewe Mudaliyar, famous for
its productive and profitable massang trees. Along Barber
Street were other Walauwas and in Messenger Street stood
the Walauwa of the courtly, Mr. Perera, Maha Mudaliyar.
Green Street was the home of Edward Dias Bandaranaike,
the glories of which are continued by his son. Opposite,
“Peter” Maha Mudaliyar built a fine mansion and it was
here that W.E. Davidson of the Civil Service, subsequently
a Governor in Australia, in congratulating the lady of the
house on her son’s wedding, made in the vernacular what
he thought was a happy remark “Sun and rain and the
Fox’s wedding” which so roused the old dame that she let
hersell’ go with such vigour that Davidson wished for the
moment that she had not been born. It is not generally
known that there was a detachment of the Ceylon Rifles
stationed at Kotahena under the command of Major
Stewart, the father of the Ceylon Stewarts. He and his
son after him, the famous Stewart, lived and died in a home
in Hill Street which later was owned by E.A. Van Der
Straaten. New Chetty Street was the home of the Colombo
Chetties whose rotund figures topped with tall horned hats
and adorned with large ear-rings and Picturesque Short
Jackets with gold buttons we seldom now see. Gone are
those picturesque costumes, The high Gladstonian collars
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and the ample folds of linen round the neck worn by former
Maha Mudaliyars, have given way to the exquisite cut of
the Bond Street tailor! The old customs are going and
even Kandyan Chiefs no longer eat with their fingers to
the great grief of Sir Hugh Clifford. Brassfounder Street
and nearby harboured shroffdom. There lived Namaswamy
‘Mudliar, the father of N. Ratnasabapathy. His three
daughters married Sir P. Arunachalam, P. Coomaraswamy
his brother and M, Sathasewam who succeeded his father,
Mylepuile, shrofl’ of the Mercantile Bank. P. Muttucu-
maru, a Proctor sharp as one of Gillette’s razor blades,
Catheravalu the famous shroff’ of the famous O.B.C., the
generous shroff of the Madras Bank a victim of circum-
stances. It was his suggestion which Governor Gordon
‘accepted that the Government should guarantee the O.B.C.
notes when that bank closed its shutters. Ponnambalam
and “Namy” and many others lived primitive lives there
and amassed wealth, Their descendants have long left
this locality and live in the most fashionable part of the
Cinnamon Gardens. The European community lived along
Union Place, Colpetty and Mutwal. George Wall at
“The Cliff”. The Armitages at Modera House, the Duncans
at Uplands {the home of a famous tortoise said to have
been born in Dutch times and subsequently removed to
Victoria Park where it pined away.) David Wilson whose
daughter Sir Richard Cayley married, M.L.C., who asked
more questions than all the Northern members of the
present day and unlike those members, was never satisfied
with the answers, at Clive Lodge, John Prinz and after
him Sam Grenier at Rock House where at one time lived
Sir Hardinge Giffard, Lorenz at Elie House, Richard
Morgan at Whist Bungalow. Every building except one
has been demolished. The old streets have disappeared
and a new Mutwal with batteries and docks and search
lights has sprung up. The Military Element Then
Predominated and considered themselves above every one
else. The officers were not as sober as those of the present
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day. 'There was a Beresford amongst them and he main-
tained the Waterford reputation for mischief. The climax
was reached when they dragged a few carriages from the
Pettah where they were kept for hire and ran them into

the Fort Canal. ‘

‘There was only one hotel in the Fort, the Royal Hotel.
Galle Face boarding house as it was termed was 2 modern
building which the late F.C. Loos a man who could always
sce far ahead purchased. Mount Lavania Hotel built by
Sir Edward Barnes was described by Sir Emerson Tennant
as half palace, half patch work. It was a white elephant
in the hands of some of its proprieters before it began to
pay. Colombo was in the track of the globe trotters. One
of them returning from Kandy to Colombo in the early
morning made the flesh of the English public creep with
the startling news that he saw dead and dying men stretched
out in the verandahs of Kayman’s Gate. There were no
slums or tenements in Colombo then and the boatmen
and coolies used to have their slumbers alongside each
other in the verandahs. The dying men were evidently
awakening from their slumbers. The globe trotter recorded
that he travelled with an inteiligent and observant planter
which explains everything. '

Our amusements and recreations were few. Cricket
was in the flapper stage. Football, golf, tennis were of
course unknown. Boys indulged in a game called Gundoo
Thattu and the only outing for the girls was Church and
Sunday School. It was said when a young man did some
courting the mother or maiden aunt sat at the other end of
the verandah. It some time happened that the young man
eventually married the mother, if a2 widow of course, or
the maiden aunt. A circus was almost as rare a visitant
as Halley’s Comet. Men always spoke of a great circus
of the past. Romanani’s. He was an Italian who came
herc with two charming daughters over whom all Colombo
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went mad. One of them Was Carried Off by Gun
Fraser the Postmaster of Galle. Romamani saddled his
best stallion and gave chase. At Kalutara or it may be
Panadura he came up to a wedding house where a band
from Colombo was entertaining the guests. The horse
began immediately to caracole and circle to the music and
the bandmen thinking this was a part of the entertainment
blew a loud and yet a louder blast. The avenger’s whip
which Romamani carried was applied to its flanks in vain
and when at last he reached his destination the marriage
service had just concluded. This is the story told by the
ancients of my day and it may be true. It is the fact,
however, that Gun Fraser married one of the girls Teresa
and left a family in the Island. The sister Louisa married
one Tanner and their daughter is Mrs. Patrick Campbell
who married Cornwallis West after he was divorced by his
wife best known as Lady Randolph Churchill.

JRW.

CR[iWELL’S ASSAULT ON C. A. LORENZ,
AND HIS SUBSEQUENT HUMILIATION,

27 October, 1865

1. Bé.ckground

In its issue of the 14 October 1865, the Examiner
reported on the proceedings of a public meeting at the
Kandy Library ““to consider the recent appointment of the
Unofficial Members of the Legislative Council.” There
were “upwards of 500 persons” present. Of the 112 names
listed in the newspaper, our speculative estimates place 51
as British or European, 22 as Moor, 12 as Burgher, 14 as
Sinhalese, while 13 could have been cither Burgher or
European.

Besides devoting 6 and one half columns to this report,
the Examiner had a lengthy editorial on the subject. In
the course of this editorial, the Examiner had this to say:

Departing from the object for which that meeting had
been convened - a few rebellious gentlemen, with Mr.
Cruwell for their leader, seem to have selected the
occasion for the display of their violent political anti-
pathies to the Ceylon League, and for exhausting their
bottled-up indignation against the success which it is
achieving. Mr. Cruwell, who came there with the
merciless intention of inflicting on the assembly a rapid
speech of some hours’ duration, and which intention
he almost succeeded in carrying out, ......

The editor proceeded to upbraid Cruwell (a planter,
either A.S. Crawell or Yacdessa or G.W. Cruwell of the
Knuckles) further for attempting to destroy the seriousness
of the occasion by singing “we won’t go home till morning”
in the course of his speech.
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2, Mr. Cruwell!

This individual has once more distinguished himself,
but this time at greater personal cost to himself. He ent-
ered Elie House yesterday, in the morning, accompanied
by another, and, after a bullying but unsuccessful attempt
to procure an apology from Mr, Lorenz, rose and struck
him’ a blow with the butt end of a whip while seated. He and
his friend then retrcated to their bandy outside. Mr.
Lorenz immediately summoned his servants, and succeeded
in intercepting the bandy, while Mr. Cruwell was in the
act of hurrying on the horsekeeper., He and his friend
were at once drawn out of the bandy, and received a very
sound beating from nearly a score of servants and horsekee-
pers — Mr, Cruwell getting much the larger share at the
hands of the Superintendent, who, having succeeded in
securing the whip out of his hands, belaboured him at a
rate which soon put the two men 1o flight. They took to their
heels, and were last seen running out at the southern gate
towards the Cathedral, in a very tattered condition.

Mr. Lorenz shortly after procured a warrant, but the
Police were unsuccessful in identifying the second deling-
uent. Mr. Cruwell was however brought up and admitted
the main facts charged against him in the affidavit, incl-
uding the thrashing he received. He was bound over in
£ 800 and two sureties, to kcep the peace. Mr. Lorenz,
on being asked whether he weuld press his charge of ass-
ault, stated that he considered the two men had been
more than amply punished already, and withdrew the
charge.

We have since ascertained that the second man was
an Officer of the name of Stabbs.

| The Examiner and Ceylon Journal of Commerce and Agriculture, Saturday, 28
October 1865: an editorial,
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So far these two wvaliant bullies have received their
reward. What explanation Mr, Stubbs, an Englishman
and a gallant officer in the British Army, can give of the
part he took in C.A. Lorenz, as editor, returned to the
charge in the issue of the Examiner, 21 October 1865,
under an editorial entitled *“Mr. Cruwell on Superintend-
ents.” It began with an excerpt from Cruwell’s written
speech and proceeded to pull this statement to bits. Tt
was argued:

It cannot..... be denied that Mr. Cruwell attended the
Kandy meeting with the sole object of ridiculing the
League, for the gratification of the ‘‘Great Firm” to
whom he is notoriously under the most pressing obli-
gations; and it is equally clear that no man better
succeeded in similar circumstances in acting the buffo-
on, than did the musical German on this occasion.

He then picked on Cruwell’s description of his lobby
as being different from planter superintendents with large
deposits 12 the bank, so that he and his friends were “men
of straw, who cannot afford to wait” (Cruwell’s words).

What care they for a Legislative Council, .... for the
interests of other classes of the community? They are
in haste to be rich: “they cannot afford to wait”
(Cruwell’s words) ~ let all other interests therefore give
way! The sooner the members of this self-interested
class leave the Island, the better for themselves, the
better for their creditors, the better for their estates,
the better for the Colony! '

the miserable proceeding, and of the hasty manner in
which he left the premises, we care not to enquire. We
are however quite sure that he will think twice before he
ventures on a similar expedition. We are requested to
add that the remains of his whip, and portions of Mr.
Cruwell’s personal equipments, having been left behind in
the Superintendent’s hands, may be obtained by any one
who chooses to call for them,



GEORGE POULIER’S DESCRIPTION OF
CRUWELL’S HUMILIATING ‘NEMESIS**

To the Editor of the Colombo Observer,

Elie House, October 31, 1865
Sir,

Allow me to make a few comments on Mr, Cruwell’s
letter in last might’s “Observer”...... I did not, as he says,
snatch up his whip out of the carriage; but I plucked it
out of his hands immediately after it had been handed to
him by Mr. Stubbs, and with it (in addition to what he
confesses to have received from the servants) I whipped
him and his friend from the office entrance to near the
Porter’s Lodge, whence, seeing a large body of my coolies
running towards them with their pick-axes, he and his
friend ran away. The best of the fun was that I did not
know why I was beating the two men, but did so, because
I was ordered to do so. Had I known that he had struck
my Uncle, Mr. Cruwell would have been in bed by this
time.

I was not repeatedly struck down. I did not receive
a single blow from either of the two men. Those received
by Mr. Cruwell were well mapped out on his neck and
hands, when he appeared in the Police Court.

Mr. Cruwell must have lost all recollection of the
circumstances, owing to his bewilderment. It was not (as
he says) raining at the time the row occurred ...... nor
could Mr. Cruwell by any possibility have walked up the
hill on his return; Elie House is situated on a hill - and he

*  Colombo Obesrver, 2 November 1865. We could not find the page containing
Cruwell’s letter in the Observer.

11

could not leave it in any direction, without going down
Lill, and this ...... he did at the top of his speed, his big
friend of course keeping pace with him.

Lastly, Mr. Cruwell did not leave his carriage volun-
tarily, but when I came up to it, I found him being dragged
out by the Tailor, who afterwards told me that he did it
“by the beards” - I may here mention that this Tailor
was the only one of the servants who was struck by Mr.
Cruwell, and that was before he entered his carriage, and
before I came up.

Yours very truly,

George E. Poulier



THE LETTER OF RESIGNATION
SENT BY THE UNOFFICIAL MEMBERS
OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,

Colombo, 15 November 1864
To the President of the Legislative Council of Ceylon.

Sir, - We, the unofficial members of Your Honourable
Council, deeming it incompatible with our sense of honour
and duty to take part in the measure referring to Military
Expenditure, which your honour had been directed by the
Secretary of State to introduce to the Council, feel com-
pelled to resign our seats.

We believe the demand made by the bill upon the
resources of the Colony is unjust, and, if exacted, would
prove highly injurious and oppressive, but if we had no
other objections than these, we should have felt it our duty
to discuss and oppose the measure in our places, and to have
rested content to suffer the inevitable defeat which the
Govt., with its overwhelming majority of official votes,
can always ensure.

It is because the peculiar character of Bill, and the
circumstances of its introduction, seem to us hurtful to the

*  TPerived from the reprinted version in The Ceylonese Christmas Number 1015,
pp. 44-45., The original can be located in the despatch from Major General
O ’Brien to '

For background information, see J. R. Weinman, Our Legistature, Colombo:
Associated Newspapers, 1947, pp. 34-42; History of Ceylon volume 3. Colombo
Apothecaries Co., 1973, pp. 233 - 39, espe. 239; W. J. F. Labrooy “Develop-
ment of the Legislative Counncils of Ceylon™ Ceylon Economdst, 1956, vol. TIL
pp. 245 -61; and Nirmala Labrooy The Movement towards Constitutional
Reform in Ceylon 1889.1910, Oxford University; D, Phil. dissertation in
History, 1973.
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dignity and honour of the Council and contrary to_its
rightful privileges, that we decline taking part in it. We
should deeply regret if our retirement caused inconvenience
to yvour Honour’s Government, but we feel assured that
the knowledge you possess of the willing services we have
ever rendered in the Legislative Council, will save us from
any possible imputation of factious or unworthy motives,

In explaining the reasons which compel us to take the
course we now adopt, we shall have occasion to refer to
the memo and despatch of 26th Sept. First, as to the
privileges of the Council, -- we do not think it necessary
to enlarge on the elaborate distinction the Secretary of
State draws between the principle laid down and the
pledge supposed to have been given by Earl Grey in
1848. 'The material facts are undisputed -- viz, that Earl
Grey, as Secretary of State, did lay down a pr1nc1ple, that
he confirmed it subscquently, and that it is still more
emphatically laid down in memo of 26th September, as “a
cardinal point and first condition of any sound and regular
system of finance.”

The principle thus authoritatively and conclusively
established is, “‘that appropriation of revenue in every case
should w1thout exception, rest on 2 legal enactment, a.nd
in no case on a simple instruction of the Secretary of State.”

There is no question therefore as to the principle that
it is the constitutional and proper function of the Legislative
Council to control the whole expenditure of the colony,
military as well as civil.

Her Majetsy’s (Government having laid down this
principle, it would scem superfluous to question whether
or not the council had the right to excrcise its own proper
function! The fact is that it is a function and duty
makes it a right. The laying down of the principle estab-
lished the right, and Earl Grey distinctly states it as a right,
though he afterwards admitted it had not been the practice.
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The only reason why the Legislative Council has not
exercised its right, is because Earl Grey and his successors
in office have ever since, in direct violation of the principle
they themselves laid down, persisted in keeping up the
practice, described as so highly objectionable and irregular,
of making the appropriation of our revenue for military
expenditure on their own simple order. We have thus
been deprived of our rights by the interposition of those
very authorities who established them.

The right has in fact been ours, at least since 1818,
but Her Majesty’s ministers have superseded it, doing by
their own simple order what they declare to be the function
of the Legislative Council.

At length, however, after numerous appeals from the
colony, it has been decided to give effect to the “Just and
sound principle,” and Her Majesty’s pleasure on the subject
has been made known to us in the despatch and memo of
26th September.

Seeing how long we have been deprived of a const-
tutional right admitted and established 16 years ago, we
might reasonably have expected it would at length have
been graciously and unreservedly conceded, whereas it is
offered only on conditions. We are in fact to purchase it,
and the price demanded for its enjoyment in mame, is no
less than its renunciation in fact, :

The Council is first to pledge itself to the full amount
of the demand of the Secretary of State as the condition
“of afterwards enjoying the liberty of inquiring what that
sum ought to have been. We may at length exercise our
constitutional functions and settle this financial matter for
ourselves, but not until we have adopted the settlement
unconstitutionally made for us by the Secretary of State --
which seems to us like offering a man a trial on condition
of his first signing his sentence.
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Such. a proposal we deem unworthy and humiliating,
and, if imposed upon the Colony, it must be on the sole
responsibility of the servants of Her Majesty’s Government,
and not of the Council. Had Her Majesty been pleased to
confer on the Council that control which her own ministers
declare to be the “first condition of any just and sound
system of finance” we should have been ready to discharge
our duty with all loyalty, faithfulness and liberality, but,
as independent members, we are not prepared to accede
to the humiliating conditions imposed.

Apart from the right which flows from the principle
laid down, viz., that the finances of the Colony should be
dealt by the Legislative Council, Earl Grey’s despatch of
1848 is explicit as to the way in which both the civil and
military establishments were to be provided for, namely, by
an inquiry of the Legislative Council to define the require-
ments of those services; and, whilst directing that the
Governor of that period should at once institute an enquiry
as regarded the ““whole of the fixed establishment in all
their detail.” His Lordship stated that the military estab-
lishment in particular would call for his “special attention.”
In pursuance of this order, the civil establishments were
liberally provided for by the Legislative Council, and we
firmly believe that the military expenditure would then, or
at any time since, have been provided for by the like means
in an equally liberal manner.

Assuming, however, that we could accede to terms
imposed by the Secretary of State, it is by no means certain
that the Legislative Council would be allowed to enjoy the
privileges of inquiry even after agreeing to the unreasonable
conditions demanded, for submitting the enquiry to a
commission, and does not pledge himself to give it cert-
ainly to the Legislative Council at all.

The position of the Colony in regard to its military
expenditure, would therefore be worse after the passing of






