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Editor’s Notes

This Journal appears after a lapse of three years. n order to ensure the
unbroken sequence of the production of their Journal, members are kindly
requestad o contribute articles of special or general interest. We have in-
cluded several up-dated genealogical tables in this number.

A new clause was written into the Constitution of the Dutch Burgher
Union of Ceylon, when at the eighty-seventh Annual General meeting held on
23-11-95, the office of Deputy President was established. The President, Mr.
Harold Speldewinde, proposed the motion which was seconded by Mrs, Babs
Speldwinde. Mr. Vernon Muller, who had already served as Honorary Secre-
tary for sixteen years, had the honour of being unanimously elected Deputy
President of the Union.

In 1986, major repairs to the Club House, chiefly the upstairs rooms
and ceiling, were undertaken at considerable expense. This project was funded
through the generosity of Dr. Evert Jongens, Director of Stichting Netherland
-Sri Lanka, and some of his friends in Holland. At the same time, on the initia-
tive of the former Dutch Ambassador to Sri Lanka, H.E. Bastiaan Korner, the
painting by Mr. C.L. Beling which was presented to the Union by the Royal
Netherlands Navy in 1944, was restored, as was the Union’s Coat- of Arms.
The cost was borne by the cultural fund of the Dutch Embassy. Mr. Jan Daman
Willems furnished additional information for the article on V.O.C. silver. We
thank these gentlemen for their help and interest in the well- being of our
Union.

Next year will see the 90th Anniversary of the founding of the D.B.U.
This will certainly be a landmark in the histary of our Institution. [t calls for a
celebration in which every member and his family should be proud to partici-
pate. No doubt the President and his Committee will spare no pains to mark
the occasion in a fitting manner, but any suggestions from members will be
welcome,



SHINING QL SILVER INTHE HAGUE

Some years ago, while holidaying in the Hague, | was taken by a
friend to the Municipal Museum, where a wonderful exhibition of the
Dutch East India Company’ s silver was being held. it was a veritable
journey back to the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the colo-
nial period of Dutch history. | found the exhibition especially interest-
ing since | knew nothing about the Dutch and Eastern silversmiths
who had worked in Batavia at that time.

From the introductory paragraphs in the catalogue, | learnt that
in the first period after the Company was established in Batavia in
1619, the Dutch brought in craftsmen from India and Ceylon. These
men were really bought slaves called “Tayolen “. They had their own
residential quarters by the Tayolen canal, and were better treated than
the normal slaves, being paid with rice, clothing and money. Under
them were capable artisans called “ trade slaves”. Coming from an
area where fine arts such as wood and ivory carving and inlay work
had reached a high standard, their talents were used to advantage by
the practical Dutch. The beautiful articles turned out gained such wide-
spread fame, that in 1669, the king of Siam.sent at his own expense,
some of his artisans for training in Batavia.

However, not all the art work came from the Company. On leav-
ing its service, the free Dutch citizens who lived in their own quarters
in the busy workplaces, started businesses in smaller studios, also
employing salves. They provided so much competition, that the Com-
pany had to try hard to attract the best artisans.

In the Museun show- cases were diSpIayed silver jugs,
ewers, basins, dishes, betel cups and boxes, wine goblets, serv-
- ing trays, plates and table silver. | remember some elaborately-
decorated lobed saucers, rose water sprinklers and spittoons.
While each of these items was impressive by reason of its
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intrinsic richness, some told a little bit of domestic history as weil.
Examples of the latter type were memorial plates and trays whose
inscriptions referred to the death of an important man - Michiel
Wesipalm - or that of the young daughter of Stephanus Versluis -
Cornelia Anthonia Versluis aged 7 years. The Tayolen probably made
1o order-de commande - the 3 trays which had links with people in
Ceylon and which therefore, particularly interested me. These were:

(1} The 25 th anniversary gift tray of John Appelton and Maria
Andriesz. ( Look over leaf for photograph & description)

(2) The memorial tray of Anna Roderica Bierens, wife of Jan van
de Hecke, born in Jaffina 8.12.1716 and died in Batavia
29.5.1746

(3) The 25th anniversary commemoration plate of Joan Volkaart
Franchimont and Maria Gatherina Galikan, who were mar-
ried in Ceylon on 22.4.1731.

Note: There was very little Ceylon VOC silver, Most of the church
silver was ordered from Batavia, and much of it was melted
down and re-used, possibly by local siiversmiths.



Tray.

The border is decorated with the well-Known Regency design of shell
motifs and leaves. More similar trays exist. The rich detailing of the combined
leaf and shell pattern is in the style of the famous silversmith Elias Meiszner,
who worked in Batavia from 1745-176, as a master craftsman. The inscription
which was engraved Sater records among others, the names of a Dutch family,
Andriesz who in 1836, in Colombo, celebrated the 25th wedding anniversary of

John Appelton and Anna Maria Andriesz. The inscription which is in English
reads: '

& Atoken of affection and regard to John Appelten and his wife
Ana Maria Andriesz on the 25th Anniversary of their Nuptials
from William Andrew Franciscus and his wife Petronella Barbara
Andriesz, John Boniface Misso and his wife Wilhelmina
Andriesz, Johannes Dionysius Andriesz and his wife Petronella
Louisa Passe, Andriesz and John Andriesz
Colombo 30th June 1836 '

This tray was manufactured in the middle of the18th Century in
Batavia and & was fater brought to Colombo.




A view of the
Dutch hospital in
the Fort showing
a verandah with
columns typical
of Dutch
architecture.

I have been in this country for some time now and the other day | was
walking in Colombo ~Fort in the narrow streets behind Ceylinco House, and still
had not noticed that there was in that part of the city such an interesting and
fine building. | was told it used to be a Dutch hospital many years ago and has
just been renovated. | went inside and saw quite a huge place with two big

) courtyards, one of which is surrounded with lovely arches and columns. The
rooms just opposite are big, the ceilings are very high, and the place as a whole
is pleasant and spacious. _

This building is ideally located right in the heart of the city. All round there
are narrow streets and small shops. | suddenly saw myself walking in an old
part of Paris or in London around Covent Garden after the renovation. It had the
same atmosphere- and then i had a dream, wide awake.

| could imagine more antique shops, other shops selling sarees, local
handicrafts and so on, only local products, and small restaurants where one

* could eat rice and hoppers and “Ambul thival” , curry and of course drink the
best “Ceylon tea” - the real Tea served at the wayside ‘kades’.

Inside the Dutch building there could be an Arts Centre where traditional
and modern drama could be taught, a classroom for traditional dancing where
young choreographers could express their ideas and their talent.
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Another part specially for painters could be dedicated to the artists’
-exhibitions held there regularly. In ancther section of the building there could
be a place for showing good, selected films and also for people to get ac-
guainted with audio - visual techniques.

Alibrary could be opened , displaying books on Sri Lanka emphasizing
the culture and the past of the ancient cities. Lectures could also be given on
various subjects related to various forms of art.

There could alsc be a place for showing architeciural design: archi-
tecture these day is most imoprtant. High - rise buildings are materializing
fast everywhere. It would be nice if people could be aware of their city
developing harmoniously.

There are very good architects in Sri Lanka who are aware of their roots
but not encugh people really know of their work, Foreign modernity is at present
‘devastating some beautiful places and taking away all the logal charm which
can be preserved. Architects could then have a place right in the centre of the
city where they could express their ideas.

Then | thought to myself that this centre could be like a small Paris -
Beaubourg in Colombo, but better in that it would be smaller and far more
intimate, where people from all walks of life would meet and express their
talents. This place at the end would be occupied by people who would really
deserve its beauty. As for expatriates and tourists, they would have a place
where they could meet ‘real’ local people and get acquainted with the local
cultura,

Let us imagine that once the Dutch hospital is renovated it could offer all

“these opportunities. It would then not only develop culiure but would also be a
place for posterity. It would be left to the people who would occupy such a
place to show imagination, care and talent in order to make it successful. What
a challenge!

What is most important for any human being is both food for the body
and culture for the mind. With both under one roof there would not be any
place or time for different competing cultures. Then the door would be wide
open for a better understanding. Everyone | believe, is sensitive to knowledge
‘and beauty.

But.....I was just walking by and maybe it was just a dream...........

(Re-printed frorm the “Sunday Observer” of 20.10.85) M.C.
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Twleve years after that passer~by dreamt his dream, some information

sent in a newsletter by the Stichting Nederland Sn Lanka {Ceylon) gives a
hope that it will be fulfilledt before long -

Former VOC Ho'spAitai. '

The largest VOC hospital in As:ia, in the Colombo Fort, which ten years
ago, was repaired by the Sri Lankan government, and since then has been
used as a Police Station, will take on a new rofe as an Arts Centre from 1998.
Al the request of the George Keyt Foundation which intends to administer the
building, one or more pensioned U.N. experts will advise how to run the
project economically. The Centre must function without a Government sub-
sidy.






