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President’s Message 
 
Dear Member, 
 
It has given me much pleasure to see the 
fruition of a pledge made by me at our 98th AGM 
and we now sponsor 34 deserving elderly folk of 
our community.   The 3rd Quarter 2007 was paid 
on 11th August 2007 and each welfare 
beneficiary was given lunch with the 
compliments of the Burgher Association of 
Australia.  Thank you BAA for your thoughtful 
gesture.  
 
We also conducted interviews for ten new 
welfare beneficiaries who were selected and 
added to the list.  Two cases are etched in my 
memory – One is a lady who cares for her sister 
who is suffering with stomach cancer and the 
other is a gentleman who has suffered a stroke 
and is bed-ridden.  His two elderly sisters aged 
68 and 72 are caring for him as he lost his wife a 
few months ago.  I am very happy to inform you 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
that we were also able to provide this 
gentleman a wheel chair for his use. 
 
Through the A.E. Christoffelsz Child Educational 
Sponsorship Project we now pay            
48 children for their education.  A sum of Rs 
72,000 was distributed for the 3rd Quarter 2007.  
We hope to increase these numbers by the end 
of the year.  
   
A further sum of Rs 161,550 has been paid to 
five students for their higher education and the 
breakdown is as follows – Student (1) Rs 
100,000 – 1st year Chartered Architecture;   (2) – 
Rs 22,000 for a Banking course; (3) – Rs 20,000 
for a General English Course at the British 
Council, Colombo; (4) – Rs 7,550 for a Computer 
course; (5) – Rs 12,000 for an Airline Ticketing 
course. 
 
With all good wishes, 

Kem Martenstyn 
President   
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Condolences 
 

ur heartfelt condolences go out to the 
family of Mr. O. Murray Da Silva Cosme, 

(Barrister-at-Law, Middle Temple London, 
Former Legal Adviser Inland Revenue Dept and 
Commonwealth Secretariat) a long standing 
member of the DBU, who passed away 
recently.  
 
Welfare Programmes 
 

he Eighty Club of Melbourne (ECOM) 
sponsored children were paid their 3rd 

quarter allowance on 4th August and the ECOM 
sponsored Welfare Beneficiaries were paid 
their 3rd quarter on 17th August 2007.  
 
Pocket Radios also gifted by ECOM were given 
to some of the beneficiaries. Mr Dimiitri Harris 
and his wife Sarah from the Eighty Club of 
Melbourne were present and witnessed the 
proceedings and took some photographs. 
 
The Welfare Beneficiaries now stand at 189 
and the Spouse allowance has been increased 
from Rs.1,800 to Rs.2,250.  
 
Mrs. Sherin Brooks, a lady from the UK with 
Burgher connections, called at the DBU 
recently and stated that she was keen to visit 
needy beneficiaries and she was given the 
name and address of a needy elderly couple. 
She then visited them and was appalled at the 
way they lived as despite residing in their own 
small home, they had no funds even for a 
square meal. This couple has no children and is 
unable to trace any relatives.  
 
Sherin was deeply moved by their plight and 
discovered that the couple had not collected 
their quarterly allowances from the DBU.  She 
also found that they both had Alzheimer’s 
disease, and thus could not travel to the DBU. 
They had also lost the Deeds to their home to 
an unscrupulous person who had taken 
advantage of their condition. 

Sherin then took the money due to them and 
handed it to them herself, and even went 
around searching for a Home which would 
take this couple in. She eventually was able to 
admit them into the Netherlands Welcome 
Village in Gonewela, (which is a non-fee-
levying Home) where they are very happy now.  
 
All this Sherin Brooks achieved during her 
short stay here in Sri Lanka! Our heartfelt 
thanks go out to her for her wonderful 
gesture, for which she will be truly blessed. 

 Anthea Muller 
 

Facelift for DBU garden 
 

ork on landscaping the DBU garden has 
just commenced and any Member who 

wishes to donate any plants (potted or 
otherwise) could contact Dallas Martenstyn on 
0777 336699 to facilitate the transfer process 
 
Special incentive to young 
Burghers 
 

eminder that until the end of October 
2007, Burghers between the ages of 21 

and 30 will be accepted for membership in the 
Union at a specially reduced admission fee of 
Rs 1000! 
 

Burgher cuisine on national TV 
 

he national TV broadcaster Rupavahini, 
recently aired a programme on multi-

cultural cuisine in Sri Lanka, one in a series of 
programmes aimed at fostering racial 
harmony.  
 
Previously, the programme, which is 
conducted in Sinhala, Tamil and English, had 
featured literature, dance etc and its 
objective is to discuss and reveal links 
between the different ethnic groups in Sri 
Lanka and the influences on each other 
through cuisine for example. 
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