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President’s Message 
 
Dear Member, 
The success of the DBU is dependent both 
on its leadership, commitment and 
dedication of the President and the General 
Committee to achieve its objectives.  Thank 
you to my competent Committee on their 
untiring efforts to achieve our goals.  
 
I am happy to say that the DBU has now 
become a focal point for community 
development and a place where we can 
meet in amity and fellowship. We are 
fortunate in that we have within us the 
capacity to adapt to change.  The present 
time is the most opportune to meet these 
challenges. 
 
We look forward to seeing more members 
and guests at our theme nights and 
Wednesday nights at the Bar/Lounge 
upstairs. 
 
With best wishes, 
Kem Martenstyn 

President   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editorial 
 

uly is already upon us, and we often hear 
people say “My goodness, half the year is 

already gone by!”. In the past three months 
that the present General Committee has been 
in office, a lot has been achieved with a lot of 
hard work being put in. The bar/lounge is 
becoming a popular place for a quiet drink or a 
game of billiards, or even to watch cable TV. 
Excise regulations are strictly complied with.  
 
On Wednesday nights the place comes alive 
with music for singing and dancing by Darlan. 
The monthly Theme nights (our President’s 
specialty!) are so popular that we sometimes 
even have to turn people away due to the lack 
of space! An independent caterer will take over 
the kitchen this month, on a trial basis, and we 
hope to have an improved menu shortly.  
 
The social work programme continues, in 
collaboration with the 80 Club of Melbourne  
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and your sponsorships, taking care of some 
of the needs of the less advantaged 
members of our community with regular 
pensions to the elderly and financial support 
to the children. The higher educational 
needs of the young folk are met through the 
legacy of the late Mr A.E. Christoffelsz to the 
DBU for this purpose. The St Nikolaas Home 
also benefited from this magnanimous 
legacy, and soon the much needed 
renovations and refurbishments of its 
buildings will commence. Vast improvements 
have already been made in the 
administration and meals in the Home and 
the Residents are very satisfied and happy. 
 
Further improvements to the DBU building 
and garden will shortly be underway, no 
sooner we have the adequate funding. The 
Royal Netherlands Embassy has been 
extremely generous to us in this area.  
 
A DBU website is presently under 
construction, taking us into the 21st century! 
The Newsletter, as you have observed, has 
been transformed and has also been taken 
into the world of E-technology. Thank you to 
all those who wrote in/called us about the 
new Newsletter – we are truly encouraged 
by your response.  
 
The “Karaoke Night” brought out the hidden 
talents in our members and their guests! 
Cherry blossoms decked the hall, whilst 
Ornella and Rolando won prizes for the best 
costumes in their Japanese Kimono and 
Karate outfits respectively. The prizes for the 
Karaoke  singing   were   won by Joe de Silva, 
Prakash Butani and Michelle Gunasekera. 
 
You have 3 weeks to get saddled up and 
ready for our “hoedown” on the 20th, where 
lots of Wild West fun awaits you!  
 
See you there! 
Anne-Marie Kellar 
Secretary   
    
 

Honorary  Life  Membership 
awarded to Johannes Leembruggen 
 
Mr Johannes Leembruggen, who joined the 
DBU in 1936 when he was 20 years old, is 
probably the Union’s longest standing 
member. He served as Secretary of the DBU 
in 1945/46 and was at the same time Editor 
of the Monthly Bulletin.  
 
Mr Leembruggen worked in the Government 
sector for 17 years and became Controller of 
Exchange during 1950-1952. He was 
Chairman of Mackwoods from 1980 to 1991 
and was President of the National Chamber of 
Commerce in 1983.  
 
The President and General Committee of the 
DBU are proud to confer on Mr Johannes 
Leembruggen, an Honorary Life Membership, 
and wish him good health and God’s 
blessings.  

 
VOC  Chamber  of The Hague 
 
The DBU recently established contact with 
the VOC Chamber of The Hague, and its 
members were made “Temporary Honorary 
Members” of the DBU when they visited Sri 
Lanka recently. 
 
A letter to the DBU from the Secretary of the 
Chamber invited our members to visit the 
Chamber in the Netherlands at any time, 
“especially during one of our festivals”. 
 
There is now an established “chain” of the 
four “companies” which honour the memory 
of the VOC history by coming into contact 
with each other: 
 We, the Dutch Burgher Union of Ceylon 
 The VOC Chamber in Antwerp 
 The Foundation VOC, Cape of Good Hope 
 The Chamber of The Hague. 

 
We are happy to have Mr Hein Princen, 
former Dutch Ambassador in Sri Lanka, as our 
contact person with the Chamber.  
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Sunday 15th July 2007 
commencing 11.00am

Buffet lunch with freshly cooked lagoon crabs, steamed 
rice, with an assortment of seasonal vegetables, malluns, 
dry-fi sh, papadam and other accompaniments, including 
dessert.

All this for only Rs 400 per person

This is a “fi rst” and if successful we 

will have this more often. Please 

make your bookings before 12th July 

2007 and avoid disappointment.

Friday 20th July 2007 at 8.00pm

JULY  EVENTS  -  IT’ S  ALL  HAPPENING  AT  THE  DBU!

We look forward to seeing you and your guests. 
Tickets must be purchased early from the DBU to avoid disappointment as 
accommodation is limited – Kem Martenstyn, Chairperson – Entertainment & Events

Show  Down  in  the  Wild  West
Country and Western Evening

So hop on your wagon, saddle up your 
horses and come on down to the wildest 
Western evening of them all. A prize for 
the best dressed Cowboy and Cowgirl awaits 
you.  We also have a crazy fun-filled 
game and a quiz with prizes to be won. A 
scrumptious Barbecue dinner including 
dessert has been planned by our new 
Caterer, Mr Gerryn.Just Rs 650 per person




